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Russia, Egypt concerned about peace process 

CAIRO (AFP) — Russia shares Egyptian concern 
over the future of the troubled Middle East peace 
process, a special envoy of Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin said here on Sunday. Boris Kousyk, 
speaking after a meeting with Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak, said Russia “entirely supports all of 
the efforts and positions taken by Egypt in relation 
to the peace process and shares its concerns about 
this process.’The Russian envoy said he had delivered 
a message to Mr. Mubarak from Mr. Yeltsin con- 
cerning “several questions of regional and 
international mutual interesL”Mr. Kousyk said that 
besides the peace process, he and the Egyptian 
leader discussed ‘programmes and policies aimed at 
increasing^ bilateral cooperation between the two 
countries.” 
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Algeria bomb kills 21, injures 60 

ALGIERS (AFP) — A car bomb exploded in the centre of 
Algiers Sunday, killing at least 21 people and injuring 
more than 60. some of them very seriously, medical staff 
here said. The Algerian authorities were not immediately 
able to confirm the figure. However the toll, which was 
expected to rise, was one of the highest from car bomb 
blasrs in the capital after five years of civil war between 
Islamic fundamentalist groups and the military-backed 
government. The bomb, which has not so far been identi- 
fied or claimed by any group, was hidden in a vehicle on 
a main road running through the working class district of 
Belcourt. and exploded at 8:00 p.m. 1 1900 GMT). Numer- 
ous cafes line the road which was packed with people at 
the time of the blast its families came out to eat after fast- 
ing during the day. Earlier one witness spoke of seeing 
four charred bodies in a Mercedes near the blast centre. 
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Arafat visits Hebron and tells settlers 
Palestinians do not want confrontation 

Palestinian leader gets tumultuous welcome in West Bank town 

King reiterates complete 
support for Palestinians, 

congratulates Arafat 
Abbas hopes for Israeli 

commitment to accord 
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HEBRON (Agencies) — 
Palestinian President Yass- 
er Arafat, greeted by 
60.000 ecstatic Palestinians 
celebrating the takeover of 
Hebron after three decades 
of Israeli occupation, had 
conciliatory words Sunday 
for the Jewish settlers who 
remain in the heart of the 
West Bank town. 

“I say to the settlers here 
in Hebron that we don't 
want confrontation ... we 
want a just peace," Mr. 
Arafat told the cheering 
crowd from the balcony of 
the former Israeli military 
headquarters, now the 
Palestinian police station. 

The crowd waved Pales- 
tinian flags and chanted 
“With our blood and soul 
we sacrifice for you, Abu 
Ammar.” 

Mr. Arafat leaned for- 
ward over the crowd, wav- 
ing victory signs with both 
hands. 

Mr. Arafat's government 
took control of 80 per cent 
of Hebron on Friday after 
months of difficult negotia- 
tions with the hardline gov- 
ernment of Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu, long a critic of 
the peace process begun by 
his dovish predecessors. 

“Now, with this Hebron 

(Continued on page 7) 



Palestinian President Yasser Arafat on Sunday addresses a 
large crowd in Hebron (AFP photo) 


Settlers could become Palestinian subjects — minister 
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TEL AVIV (AFP) — A minister in Israel’s 
right-wing coalition government said Sunday 
thaL Jewish settlers living in the occupied terri- 
tories could become Palestinian citizens fol- 
lowing a final peace accord. 

“It could well be that the settlers could then 
become subjects of (Palestinian President 
Yasser) Arafat with special identity cards.” 
said Transport Minister Yitzhak Levy of the 
National Religious Party (NRP). 

Mr. Levy, speaking at a conference in a 
school near Tel Aviv, said settlers could be 
given the cards after Israel and the Palestinians 
auree on n final status for the West Bank and 


Gaza Strip — a decision due by. May 1999. 

The minister's comments represent the first 
time that the NRP, positioned firmly on the far 
right of the political spectrum, has even hinted 
at accepting Palestinian sovereignty. 

However, Mr. Levy also called for a new set- 
tlement drive to counter-balance: the effect of 
the Israeli government's decision to hand over 
most of the West Bank town of Hebron to 
Palestinian control last week. 

The NRP is considered the party closest to 
the settler movement, and it voted against the 
Hebron accord in parliament. 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein on Sunday 
reiterated Jordan's support of the Palestinian people and 
their efforts ro regain their rights on their national soil. 

Speaking at a meeting in the Royal Court with Mahmoud 
Abbas, a senior member of the Palestine Liberation Organ- 
isation (PLO). the King stressed that Jordan will continue 
its support to the peace process until comprehensive and 
just peace has been achieved. 

At the meeting, which was attended by His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan, Mr. Abbas briefed King Hus- 
sein on the latest developments in the Palestinian-Israeli 
negotiations. He voiced Palestinians' appreciation of the 
King's continued support for the peace process and grati- 
tude for his latest efforts to help the Palestinian and Israeli 
negotiators come to an agreement on the redeployment of 
Israeli forces in the Hebron area. 

Present at the meeting also were Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti and Palestinian Ambassador to Jordan 
Omar Khqtib. 

Earlier the King telephoned Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat in Hebron congratulating him on taking control of 
the West Bank town in implementation of the Palestinian- 
Israeli agreement and reiterating Jordan's continued sup- 
port for the Palestinian people. 

Mr. Kabariti also held a separate meeting with Mr. Abbas 
and reviewed the latest situation in Hebron and coordina- 
tion between Jordan and the Palestinian National Authori- 
ty (PNA). 

Mr. Abbas later described the meeting as cordial, warm 
and useful and said Jordan and the PNA were determined 
to ensure full coordination at the highest level. 

“In our negotiations with Israel we have succeeded in 
linking the question of Hebron with the other outstanding 
issues that would be discussed at a later stage with the 
Israeli side,” said Mr. Abbas. 

He said that soon after the redeployment in Hebron 
negotiators will start implementing the subsequent stages 
in the interim autonomy agreement and the issues connect- 
ed with the final settlement 

“We have concluded the Hebron accord in good faith and 
we hope that the Israelis will reciprocate,” added Mr. 
Abbas. Putting the accord to the test provides the best proof 
of each side's real intentions, he added. 

“We are fully committed to the accord in the full sense of 
the word and we hope that the Israelis will be equally com- 
mitted,” he said. 
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Crown Prince 

calls for sound 

utilisation of funds 

AMMAN (Petra; — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan Sunday called 
for directing funds and 
investments where they are 
needed most. Speaking dur- 
ing an iftar banquet for repre- 
sentatives of various organi- 
sations. Prince Hassan said 
human development is a lop 
priority that should incorpo- 
rate responding to and sup- 
porting people’s needs and 
aspirations. He called for 
reviving social fact-finding 
missions to under-privileged 
areas in order to accurately 
pinpoint their needs. Prince 
Hassan said malting people 
aware of the importance of 
rationalising energy and 
water consumption is a field 
job that should be undertaken 
by counselling centres to be 
established in the Kingdom. 

Palestinian guard 
killed in 
Lebanon camp 

AIN HTLWEH. Lebanon 
(AFP) — The bodyguard of a 
leading member of a Palestin- 
ian group hostile to Yasser 
Arafat's peace deal with 
Israel has been murdered in 
ibis southern Lebanon 
fcfogee camp, Palestinian 
5e curity sources said Sunday. 
Ahmad Ayyoub, 30, was shot 
kad by a masked man Satur- 
, % night m one of the narrow 
I lattes in ‘Ain Hilweh. on the 
f Asians of the southern port 
Sidon, the sources said. 
Ayyoub was the bodyguard of 
^halid A1 Shayeb, a member 
a Fateh faction which 
°Wosed Mr. Arafat's policies. 


U.S. has relieved Israel of its 
Golan commitment — report 

Haaretz reports September (letter from Christopher 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
The IKS. has secretly 
relieved Israel of a tacit 
commitment by the previ- 
ous Israeli Labour govern- 
ment to return the occupied 
Golan Heights to Syria, the 
Haaretz newspaper report- 
ed Sunday. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher sent 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu a let- 
ter on Sept. IS last year 
declaring the commitment 
“null and void” under 
international law, said the 
paper. 

The Israeli-Syrian agree-- 
ment in principle, accepting 
an Israeli withdrawal from 
the Golan under a future 
peace accord, was brokered 
after long negotiations in 
Washington and was 
dubbed the “non-paper” 
because it was never 
signed. 

After the assassination of 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin in Nov. 1995, his 
successor Shimon Peres 
was surprised to discover 
the existence of the agree- 
ment, but he agreed to go 
along with it. 

However, right-wing 
Likud leader Netanyahu 
won elections in May last 
year on a hardline platform 
pledging never to give up 
the Golan. 

At Mr. Netanyahu's insis- 
tence, the Americans 
agreed to back his position 
after discussions in Wash- 
ington with his advisor 


Dore Gold, Haaretz report- 
ed. 

In an interview in Satur- 
day’s edition : the French 
daily Le Figaro, Mr. 
Netanyahu reaffirmed his 
tough stance on the Golan. 

“The Golan Heights are 
absolutely not negotiable 
(...) we need to keep the 
Golan for strategic, histori- 
cal and economic reasons,” 
Me. Netanyahu 'said. 

“A fourth of the water 
resources of Israel come 
from the Golan Heights. 
One can live without oil, 
but no one can live without 
water,” he added. 

The Israeli premier said 
that following a period of 
tension “we are moving 
ahead slowly but surely 
towards resuming peace 
talks” with Syria, but he 
added that “the Syrians 
have still not accepted our 
proposals to ' restart the 
talks.” " 

Meanwhile. Israeli 
Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai on Sunday 
called on Syria, in an inter- 
view reported in the Yediot 
Aharonot newspaper, “to 
return to the negotiating 
table.” He said last week’s 
Hebron accord benveen 
Israel and ttie Palestinians 
had created an "atmosphere 
of progress.” 

However. Syria's official 
press has fiercely con- 
demned the accord, with 
the Tishrin daily on Sunday 
calling it a “timebomb” and 
A1 Thawra saying the deal 


“threatened the entire Mid- 
dle East peace process.” 

The paper pointed to 
scuffles between Palestini- 
ans and Israeli soldiers that 
broke out Friday in 
Hebron’s vegetable market 
just hours after the city was 
handed over to Palestinian 
municipal control. 

It said the incident would 
make “the Arabs of Hebron 
question the future, for as 
long as these settlements 
are maintained they will 
remain time-bombs that can 
explode at any minute," 
said the paper. 

Ai Thawra daily, quoting, 
political sources, said the ; 
Hebron deal was “impracti- 
cal and carried real dangers 
which threaten the entire 
Middle East peace 
process.” 

Al Baath, the paper of the 
r ulin g party, called for 
“rapid Arab action to face 
up to Netanyahu,” who, the 
paper said, was planning to 
exploit the Hebron deal to 
improve his tarnished 
international image. 

The paper also accused 
Mr. Netanyahu of taking 
deliberately “intransigent" 
stances in a bid to sink 
peace efforts across the 
region. 

“By insisting on the con- 
tinuation of the occupation 
of Jerusalem and of the 
Golan while the ink on the 
Hebron accord is not yet 
dry, Netanyahu is showing 

(Continued on page 7) 


Abu Khjajil 
freed ori 
bail of 
JD 100,000 

i 

By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Tawfiq Abu 
Khajil, the former honorary 
consul for Sri Lanka now 
od trial charged with sell- 
ing babies of Sri Lankan 
maids, has been freed on 
JD 100,000 bail, lawyers 
said Sunday. 

The lawyers said the 
court granted the bail in 
consideration of Mr. Abu 
Khajil’s ill-health. 

Mr. Abu Khajil. 55. a 
prominent businessman, is 
known to suffer from car- 
diac problems. 

He was arrested in March 
1996 in connection with 
the sale of illegitimate 
babies born to Sri Lankan 
maids. The arrest and a 
subsequent raid on the 
premises of the honorary 
consulate followed the 
interception of a Dutch 
couple carrying a baby that 
they said they had pur- 
chased from the consulate 
for $8,000. The couple 
were found to be carrying 
forged documents related 
to the baby. 

Repeated bids for Mr. 
Abu KhajiJ's bail were 
turned down by the court 
and he was put on trial late 
last year. 

In addition to the charge 
of illegal sale of babies, 

(Continued on page 7) 



His Majesty King Hussein on Sunday receives senior Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) official Mohammad Abbas (Petra photo) j 

Jordan to pay $19.1 per barrel 
for Iraqi oil in 1997 agreement 

$70m to be adjusted against Iraqi debts 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan and 
Iraq have agreed to an 
across-the-board price of 
$19.10 per barrel for Iraqi 
oil to be supplied to the 
Kingdom during fiscal 
1997 under an agreement 
signed in Baghdad on Sat- 
urday. official sources said 
Sunday. 

The net increase in Jor- 
dan’s actual oil bill, given 
that the Kingdom would get 
Iraqi oil worth $300 million 
free of cost, will be around 
$70 million, and this 
amount will be adjusted 
against Baghdad's debts to 
Amman, according to the 
sources. 

Under the agreements, 
which also included a trade 
protocol. Iraq will supply 
4.5 million tonnes of crude 
oil and derivatives (25 mil- 
ion barrels of crude and 
seven million barrels of 
derivatives) to Jordan dur- 
ing fiscal 1997. 

"The agreement of S 1 9. 1 
per barrel is across the 
board, covers both crude oil 
as well as refined oil prod- 
ucts (derivatives)." said a 
source, who. like others 
who spoke to the Jordan 
Times, did not want to be 
identified. 

In return, Jordan will sup- 
ply goods and services 
worth $255 million to Iraq 
during the ■ same period 
under the trade protocol. 


reflecting an increase of 
$35 million from the 1996 
protocol. 

However, it does not 
mean additional exports 
this year, because an agree- 
ment on the additional $35 
million was reached last 
year under an understand- 
ing that this would be 
reflected in the 1997 proto- 
col. the sources explained. 

In real terms, the agree- 
ments meant • thar Jordan 
would receive Iraqi oil 
worth $625 million in 
1997. The free-of-cost sup- 
ply will account for $300 
million, leaving $325 mil- 
lion. This would be settled 
by the $255 million proto- 
col and the rest — $70 mil- 
lion — will be adjusted as 
partial payment of Iraq's 
debts to Jordan, estimated 
by officials here as $1 .3 bil- 
lion. 

Jordan paid $15.25 per 
barrel of Iraqi oil and 
received $250 million 
worth of free Iraqi oil sup- 
ply in 1996. 

The official Iraqi News 
Agency said Saturday Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein 
mer with the Jordanian 
Minister of Industry and 
Trade Ali Abul Ragheb. 
and Minister of Energy and 
Mineral Resources Hashem 
Dabbas. 

During the meeting, the 
Iraqi leader "ordered an 
increase in the oil grant to 
the brotherly Jordanian 
people to $300 million 


. from last year's $250 mil- 
lion.” the agency said. 

The agency also said rhe 
I Jordanian ministers deliv- 
ered a message from His 
Majesty King Hussein to 
! President Saddam. on 

i "bilateral relations and 

j means of enhancing them." 
! In Amman, Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Karim Kabariti 
! held talks Saturday evening 
with Iraqi Deputy Premier 
j Tareq Aziz, who was on his 
way home from a visit to 
: France, official sources 
said. 

"The talks focused on 
! bilateral relations, and Mr. 
Kabariti said political dif- 
! ferences should not be a 
hurdle in inter-Arab eco- 
1 nomic ties,” said an offi- 
cial. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb and Dr. 

■ Dabbas were on their way 
! home on Sunday. 

Before his departure. Dr. 
Dabbas was quoted as say- 
ing by Baghdad's AJ 
Jumhouriya newspaper that 
the renewed oil accord 
reflected an increase of 
seven per cent in Jordan’s 
imports of Iraqi oil and oil 
products. 

"Jordan obtained a seven 
per cent increase in the 
quantities of crude and 
petroleum products export- 
ed by Iraq.” the minister 
told Al Jumhouriya. 

Trade between Iraq and 

(Continued on page 7) 


Sudan rebels claim killing 150 troops 
in ambush in push for strategic dam 


KHARTOUM (Agencies) — 
Sudanese rebels claimed Sun- 
day that their forces ambushed 
and killed at least ISO govern- 
ment troops trying to block 
their advance towards a 
strategic dam in eastern 
Sudan. 

The fighting took place at 
dawn Sunday nonh of Al Kali. 
SO kilometres southeast of the 
Rose ires Dam in eastern 
Sudan, rebel spokesmen in 
Egypt and Eritrea said. The 
dam provides Khartoum with 
80 per cent of its electricity. 

The government had no 
immediate comment on the 
claim. 

The rebels were building on 
their easy capture of Maban, 
600 kilometres southeast of 
the capital. Khartoum, said 
Yassir Arman, spokesman for 
the Sudan People ‘s Liberation 
Army (SPLAi. 

"We sent the Maban garri- 
son a warning beforehand and 
the government troops fled 
from the area.” Mr. Arman 
said in Asmara. Eritrea. “This 
means that we have secured 
the rear guard of our forces, so 
ue can now concentrate on 
attacking” the dam. 

Nearly 14 years of civil war 
in Africa’s largest country has 
pitied nonh against south, 
Muslim against Christian, 


black African against Arab 
African. More than 1.3 million 
people have died in the fight- 
ing and resulting famines. 

Fighting has now spread 700 
kilometres along Sudan's east- 
ern border, and continues on a 
separate front in southern 
Sudan. 

The Roseires Dam spans the 
Blue Nile and supplies the 
capital with 80 per cent of its 
power. Rebels want to shut it 
down to cripple the govern- 
ment and economy in Khar- 
toum. 

Rebels moving nonh from 
Maban and west from the 
Ethiopian border were within 
SO kilometres of the dam, 
which is 470 kilometres 
southeast of Khartoum. Mr. 
Arman said. 

The Sudanese government 
says rebels are being backed 
by Ethiopian and Eritrean sol- 
diers. a charge both countries 
deny. 

Sudan's government has 
declared a holy war against 
the rebels. It ordered a general 
mobilisation Monday, and has 
sent busloads of soldiers, uni- 
versity students and women to 
the eastern front. 

Mr. Arman said about 180 
soldiers from the popular 
defence force, the military 
wing of the National Islamic 


Front (NIFt deserted in the 
eastern town of Menza. Gov- 
ernment officials could not be 
reached for comment. 

"The government recruited 
these people by force, so they 
don't feel any allegiance 
toward it. The morale in the 
Sudanese army is very low. 
We are also doing political 
work in the area to persuade 
people to join us." Mr. .Arman 
said. 

John Garang. the U.S. -edu- 
cated rebel leader, has called 
on government troops to 
desen and join the opposition 
alliance. 

After years of disagree- 
ments, the Asmara-based 
National Democratic Alliance, 
made up mostly of Muslims 
from northern Sudan, recently 
joined forces with the SPLA, 
the largest group of rebels in 
the mostly Christian and ani- 
mist south. 

The two groups have fought 
(ogether in Lhe rebels’ success- 
ful eastern campaign. 

Mohammad Osman Al 
Mirghany, president of the 
alliance, said in Cairo on Sun- 
day the group wall intensify' its 
fight with the goal of trigger- 
ing an uprising in Sudan 
which would lead to the over- 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Cyprus 

police 

disperse 

protesters 


NICOSIA lR) — Police said 
They used tear-gas on Sun- 
da\ to disperse Grvek-Cypri- 
ots trying to prevent diplo- 
mats from crossing into the 
Turkish-held area of the 
divided island through a 
United Nations checkpoint 
in the capital. 

U.N. spokesman Walde- 
mar Rokoxewski said two 
member* of the peacekeep- 
ing force also were assaulted 
by demonstrators who 
sprayed a caustic substance 
in Lhcir luces. 

“They have been medical- 
ly examined and they are 
okay." he said. “This inci- 
dent .shall be protested at a 
political and a police level." 
Demonstrators denied 

attacking any U.N. person- 
nel. 

Five people were taken to 
hospital with breathing prob- 
lems alter police used tear- 
gas u> disperse the up lo 50 
people who gathered at the 
U.N. -control led Ledra 

Palace checkpoint in central 
Nicosia. They were later dis- 
charged. 

Demonstrators wanted to 
block the checkpoint to 
protest what they said was 
the refusal of the Turkish 
Cypriot administration in the 
north of the island to allow 
two Marouiie Christians into 
the southern govemment- 
conirollcd areas for medical 
treatment. 

Some thumped on the bon- 
nets of two ears belonging to 
diplomats of the British high 
commission and the U.S. 
embassy when they 
appeared at the checkpoint 
to cross over, police said. 

"They blocked olT the road 
and some lay in the street to 
prevent the diplomatic cars 
front crossing into the occu- 
pied areas." police 
spokesman Glafcos Xenos 
told Reuters. 
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Palestinians cheer as the helicopter carryring President Yasser Arafat is about to land in Hebron on Sunday on Mr. 
Arafat's first visit to the West Bank town after Israel handed most of it to Palestinian control last week (Reuters photo) 


Arafat faces tough challenge in Hebron 


HEBRON (AFP) — Pales- 
tinian President Yasser 
Arafat on Sunday celebrat- 
ed his takeover of Hebron, 
but he now faces the tough 
task of imposing his will 
over the stronghold of his 
Islamist opponents. 

Some Hebron residents 
hold no more love for the 
Palestinian leader and his 
security forces than for 
their former occupiers. 

“The (Hebron) agreement 
is betrayal and Arafat is the 
biggest traitor." spat Abu 
Samir. 46, referring to the 
deal reached on Wednesday 
between Israeli and Pales- 
tinian negotiators for hand- 
ing over the city. 

"It doesn't matter, him or 
the Israelis, they won’t 
know peace in Hebron.” he 
said, refusing to give his 
full name. 

".Arafat has justified the 
presence of the Jews in 
Hebron. He has allowed the 
occupiers to remain in the 


Abrahimi Mosque. God 
will have his revenge on 
them all," he said. 

Under the Hebron agree- 
ment, Israeli troops remain 
in the eastern fifth of the 
city around enclaves where 
450 Jewish settlers live and 
keep control of the Ibr ahimi 
Mosque, containing the 
tomb of the Prophet Abra- 
ham and revered by both 
Muslims and Jews. 

Hebron is a stronghold for 
the Islamic Resistance 
Movement Hamas and 
Islamic Jihad, which vehe- 
mently oppose Mr. Arafat’s 
peace deals with the Israelis 
and have been victims of a 
harsh crackdown by Pales- 
tinian police for the past 
year. 

Moreover, the highly tra- 
ditional city, controlled by 
strong clans, has historical- 
ly been a thorn in the side 
of a series of rulers. 

“Arafat won't be able to 
control Hebronites. they’re 


tough and stand strong 
against all outsiders. I’d say 
about half the people sup- 
port him and half hare 
him,” stud Khalil Abu Zafr, 
26, a resident of Hebron's 
old city. 

“But he's a clever man. 
He knows how to convince 
people and bring them over 
to his side either by sweet- 
talk or by the whip,” he 
said. 

Mr. Arafat has succeeded 
to a large extent in drawing 
the fangs of Hamas across 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip both with the stick 4* 
by arresting hundreds of its 
members over the past year 
— and the carrot , — by later 
releasing many and allow- 
ing them limited rallies in 
Gaza. 

In Hebron, pressure is 
particularly high to prevent 
attacks by P alestinian mili- 
tants against the Jewish set- 
tlers, sure to bring a hard 
response from Israeli sol- 


diers. 

Mayor Mustapha Natshe 
has vowed that Palestinian 
security “will not allow 
anyone, including opposi- 
tion groups, to attack Jew- 
ish settlers or the army.” 

“Everyone, supporters 
and opposition alike, must 
respect the law,” Palestin- 
ian security chief Jabril 
Rajoub told a crowd of 
thousands at celebrations 
for the handover on Satur- 
day. 

But an official in the 
Palestinian interior ministry 
said: “Arafat and his offi- 
cials have been working 
hard with the heads of the 
big families in Hebron over 
the past months: to ensure 
there are no problems in the 
city. 

“That has always been the 
president’s speciality. I 
don’t think he’ll have any 
problems in Hebron," he 
added. 


UAE to spend at least $6 billion on arms by 2000 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
intends to spend between $6 
billion and 57 billion on arms 
purchases over the next lour 
years under plans to bolster its 
defence, officials said Sunday. 

France and other Western 
arms producers are vying to 
grab a share of the contracts 
which require weapon suppli- 
ers to invest in the UAE under 
itv olivet programmes, they 
Slid 

"There are plans to spend 
Is tween S«» billion <md $7 bil- 
hiiii until the year 'ODD io buy 
new weapons as part ol efforts 
ii» strengthen oiir defence 
capability.” oil. vet chief Amin 
Badmddin told reporters. 

"The amis include lighter 
aircraft, warships and heli- 
copters anil they all will be 
subject lo olfset conditions 
which require suppliers to 
invest here.’' 

Mr. B.iilruddin declined to 


give details of acquisitions but 
military sources said the UAE 
was seeking to buy up to SO 
strike jets and frigates. 

The planned purchase fol- 
lows the UAE’s biggest tank 
deal with GIAT industries of 
France in 1993 which 
involved 436 advanced com- 
bat l.eclcrc tanks worth 
around S3.9 billion. 

The new arms deals will 
raise the UAE’s total defence 
spending to more than S10 
billion since the 1990 Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait. 

Other Gulf Arab states have 
announced plans to beef up 
their armed forces alter they 
were threatened by Iraqi inva- 
sion troops. 

The UAE has been locked 
in an island dispute with Iran 
bui has ruled out resorting to 
force lo recover the three 
islands, which control the 
strategic Hormuz Strait 
through w hich one fifth of the 


world’s oil supplies pass. 

The UAE and its Gulf Arab 
allies have repeatedly voiced 
fears about Iran’s armament 
programmes, which involved 
the purchase of long-range 
missiles and three Russian 
Kilo-class submarines. Two 
submarines were delivered 
three years, ago while the third 
cruised into Iran’s territorial 
waters on Sunday. 

But Tehran has scoffed at 
such fears, saying the oil-rich 
Gulf .Arab states were spend- 
ing much more on arms sup- 
plies. 

Defence sources said the 
UAE’s planned arms purchas- 
es meant its military expendi- 
ture would top SI billion a 
year in a decade. The sum 
accounts for nearly 10 per 
cent of its total annual 
income. 

“The sum is large compared 
to the country ’s population. 
But when you look at it in the 


long-term, you will find it log- 
ical.” Mr. Badmddin said. 
“You have to be strong 
enough to safeguard your 
accomplishments in future 
and this means those weapons 
are for defensive rather than 
offensive purposes." 

The Deputy director of the 
offset office. Mohammad Al 
Mazrui, said die new weapons 
deais would largely benefit 
the UAE economy as suppli- 
ers would be required to 
invest in civilian projects. 

He said such projects must 
yield a value added of up to 60 
per cent of the total value of 
the arms deal over a specific 
period of rime. 

The UAE joined Saudi Ara- 
bia in introducing offset pro- 
grammes several years ago in 
a bid to attract foreign capital, 
mainly in industry and tech- 
nology. 

It has so far attracted invest- 
ments of nearly 950 million 


dirhams ($259 million), cov- 
ering IS projects in industry 
and services. They include a 
shipyard, drug production, 
transport services, solar 
power, aircraft maintenance, 
environment protection, 
clothes and a technology cen- 
tre. 

Mr. Badmddin said the 
planned arms packages would 
sharply boost offset commit- 
ments by Western weapon 
suppliers as they will involve 
projects that could have a 
value added of up to $4 billion 
in 10 years. 

Current offset projects 
would yield between three bil- 
lion and four billion dirhams 
($8 1 7 million to S 1 .08 bi llion) 
in six years, he added. 

“We believe the offset is a 
good investment as it attracts 
capital, boosts the gross 
domestic product and con- 
tributes to economic diversifi- 
cation,” said Mr. Badruddin. 


Iraqi agents 
looking for 
arms in 
Britain 
— report 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 


■ 13:05 Min Alhadi Al-Nloham- 
, nudi 

, 13:30 Cartoon 

’ 14:00 French Programmes 

14:30 Deepwater Haven 

! 15:00 ...Feature Film — Tran- 
i syivania 

! 16:50 ...Call for Prayer and Iftar 

j 17:30 1 Love Lucy 

! 18:00 Magazine Science 

1 — Cinq Sur Cinq 

j 19:30 News Headlines 

i 19:35 Roscannc 

: 20:02 Documentary on Ramadan 

j 20:30 Baby Ion 5 t Science Fie- 
. lion i 

1 21:10 Drama — Extreme (Pilot! 

1 22:00 News in English 

[ 22:25 Journey Into Islam 

1 23:00 ............Under Suspicion 

; 23:50 Mini Series — 

} “Switched at Birth” (Pi II) 

I 01:15 Ramadan Talks 
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SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the .Ann uni cation 
Tel. h3744ft. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 66 1 757. 
Terra Sancta Church TeL 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman International Church 
Tel. 827126 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 84545? 

The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. SI 1295 
English-speaking 
Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 
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Deserts 

Jordan Valley 


0/13 

OS/19 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman II. Aqaba 21 Humidity 
readings: .Amman 58 per cent, 
Aqaba 34 percent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


I PRAYER TIMES 

■ 05:10 /...Fajr 

06:31 (Sunrise i Duha 

; 11:46 Dhuhr 

14:38 Asr 

17:02 Maghreb 

18:23 ‘Isha 


• CHURCHES 

J SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
j SwetCdL Tel. 810740 
I .-Assemblies of God Church Tel. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment efMeteo/vlogy 
Unstable weather conditions will 
prevail with a chance for scattered 
showers and winds southeasterly 
moderate to active. In Aqaba, skies 
will be partly cloudy, winds 
twrthertv moderate and seas calm. 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Ramzi Mzawi S947S8 

Dr. Khaled Abdo >...657129 

Dr. Bassam Karadsheh 759200 
Dr. KhaledMa'ddi ...661144 
Ferdows pharmacy ....778336 
Al Asema pharmacy.. 637055 
Nairoukh pharmacy ..623672 
A! Salam pharmacy... 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy .637660 
.Nairoukh pharmacy 

Najib pharmacy' 847632 

UtBID: 

Dc GtefEfamefa 250080 

Al Quds pharmacy (— ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Samir AILawzi ...9S9601 
Khfllrf eh pharmacy ...985417 


Gvii Defence Emergency .—199 
Rescue Pti&e— 1 92. 62 1 1 1 1 . 637777 

Fire Brigade- .61710] 

Blood Bank - 775121 

Highway Police. 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Dept. 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints. 661176 

Wotr & Sewemge Conptarrs _®7467 

Amman Municipality Complaints 

- 787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis — 623 1 01 

Abdali Tel. Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 77411 1 

Water Authority . — 680100 

J. Electricity Authority ..-,815615 

Electric Power Co 63638 1 

RJ Flight Information ..08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 


AJ-Ahii. Abdali 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen . 

Al -Bashir. 

Army, Marita 

Queen Alia Hospital - 

Amal Hospital 

The Arab Centre for 
Special Surgery 


...664164/6 

-..777101/3 

.775111/26 

.■891611/15 

.602240/50 

......674155 

1 Heart and 
— .865199 


Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 08 
(52700) 


Min/Max. temp. 

Amman -02/12 

Aqaba — ..—09/20 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637 1 1 1 

Gril Defence Department — 661111 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 
630341 


HOSPITAL 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Metfical Game -JJ13813Q2 

Khalidi Maternity 644281/6 

Akileh Maternity .642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .-642362 

Malhas, J. Amman -636140 

Palestine^ Shmeisani - — .607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AI-Muasher Hospital —667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali — 66612637 


&ARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

.(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sira Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

,.J09)990990 

WlBttb 

Princess Basma Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

-(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

<02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess . Haya Hospital 

(03)314111 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:15 .. .Sanaa (RJ) 

08 J5 Jeddah (RJ) 

08:55 — Damascus (RJ) 

09:45 .New Delhi (RJ) 

09:50..Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10:05 Beirut (RJ) 

-...Cairo (RJ) 

16:25 London (RJ) 

16:45 New York, Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

21:45 Jakarta. Abu Dhabi 
(add) (RJ) 

22:20 - Casablanca (RJ) 

01:40 Bangkok, Jakarta, Abu 
Dhabi (add) (RJ) 

03:40 Jakarta, Kuala Lumpur 
(add) (RJ) 

04 JO Jeddah (add l (RJ) 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALLA 
INTERNATIONAL 

airport 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) informa- 
tion department at the Queen 
Alia International Airport Tel. 
(08)53200-5, where it should 
always be verified. 


Other Flights 

05=45 -..Khandum (SD) 

O 9 ^ Cairo (MS) 

Ui °0 Doha (Q7) 

12=40 - .Bahrain (GF) 

— ^ enna (OS) 
21:00 ...Pans, Damascus (AF) 

21=40 -.Tel Aviv (LY) 

22*45 Athens, Beirut (OA) 

00=30 ._ London, Damascus (BA) 
01:20 Amsterdam, Damascus 

(KL) 

05:05 - -London (KJ) 


Iraqi asylum-seekers 
detained in Sydney 


LONDON (Agencies) — 
Iraqi agents are shopping to 
buy British military hard- 
ware to restore Iraq's mili- 
taiy capacity and several 

British firms have received 
orders made on behalf of 
Baghdad, the Sunday Times 
reported. 

Tbe paper said the Depart- 
ment of Trade and Industry 
(DTD was recently alerted to 
the existence of orders 
placed by Iraq with four 
English firms by means of 
individuals or companies 
acting as go-betweens. 

The DTI denied on Satur- 
day night having any knowl- 
edge of suspicious orders 
and urged anyone having 
evidence of them to come 
forward with die informa- 
tion. 

“If there are Iraqis round 
the country trying to make 
deals with British compa- 
nies, if these companies are 
entering into negotiations 
with Iraqi agents — talking 
hypothetically — what they 
are doing is illegal.’’ a DTI 
spokesman said. 

A leader of the Macrix- 
Churchiil machine-tools 
company said it had been 
approached by people seek- 
ing to acquire components 
which could be used for both 
military and civilian purpos- 
es. 

The Sunday Times, citing 
British businessmen who 
recently visited Iraq, said 
Iraq was working hard to 
restore its military strength 
and would be capable, if 
necessary within a month, to 
produce scud missiles, 
which the UJN. has banned it 
from possessing. 

The Sunday Times news- 
paper reported Iraqi agents 
had approached companies 
in London, Birmingham, 
Southampton and Reading 
and quoted the DTI as say- 
ing it had received reports of 
suspicious orders from .sev- 
eral companies. 

The newspaper claimed 
Iraq was only a month away 
from being able to start work 
on Scud missiles. 

Keith Bailey, chief execu- 
tive of machine toolmaker 
BSA Tools, was quoted as 
saying his company had 
been approached five or six 
times. “I referred all of those 
approaches to the DTI,’’ he 
said. 

In October the United 
Nations Special Commission 
(UNSCOM) in charge of rid- 
ding Baghdad of mass 
destruction weapons said 
Iraq was still hiding small 
but highly significant quanti- 
ties of banned arms. 

Iraq needs a clean bill of 
health from UNSCOM 
before die embargo on Iraqi 
oil exports can be lifted 
entirely. Iraq has been under 
crippling trade sanctions 
since its invasion of Kuwait 
in 1990. 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Four 

illegal immigrants who 

claimed to be Iraqi refugees 
when found on an island off 
Australia last week are to be 
detained here while their 
asylum claims are investigat- 
ed, officials said Sunday. 

The four men were flown 
here on Sunday from Thurs- 
day Island, where they had 
been held in immigration 
custody. 

They were found on 
Wednesday on the remote 
island of SaibaL in the 
northernmost part- of Torres 
Strait near the Pbpua New 
Guinea mainland.’ 

A government deputy has 
questioned their .claims to 
being bona fide refugees and 
called Sunday (for their 
deportation if they proved to 
be no more thftn. illegal 
immigrants. I 

A spokeswoman for the 
Department of immi gration 
said the four would be held 
in. an immigration detention 
centre in Sydney ^hile their 
claims for asylum and rea- 
sons for leaving Iraq were 
assessed. j 

She said further! comment 


might jeopardise their - 
claims. 

It is believed Immigration 
Department . officials were 
attempting to confirm (heir 
identities and establish how 
the men arrived in Aus- 
tralian territory. 

Liberal backbencher War- 
ren Entsch said the four 
should be deported if they 
were simply trying to enter 
Australia by the back door. 

•"They have travelled 
through a hell of a lot of 
countries to get here and if 
they are legitimate refugees t 
would suggest it was much 
closer to go to Europe than it 
is to travel all this way to 
Australia," he saicL 

“It seems rather strange to 
me that they have concealed 
their presence until they find 
themselves on Australian 
soil- 

“To me, that suggests that 
they have deliberately set out 
to get here and probably by 
attempting to get in through 
the back door and I think, if 
that proves to be the case, 
then they should be tossed 
out,” Mr. Entsch said. 


Palestinian giiard killed in Lebanon camp 


‘AIN HILWEH, Lebanon (AFP) — The bodyguard of a ( 
leading member of a Palestinian group hostile to Yasser 
Arafat’s peace deal with Israel has been murdered in this 
southern Lebanon refugee camp, Palestinian security i 
sources said SiWday. Ahmad Ayyoub, 30, was shot dead 
by a ma s ked man Saturday night in one of the narrow ! 
lanes in ‘Ain Hflweh, on the outskirts of the southern port 
of Sidon, the soqrces said. Ayyoub was the bodyguard of 
Khaiid Al Sbaydb, a member of a Fateh factioa which I 
opposed Mr. Arafat’s policies. He was the third Palestin- 
ian to' be murdered in the camp this year, the security i 
sources said Tbe other two killings were not considered 
political, but Ayyoub’s murder was “an attempt to sow 
I instability in the camp,” one source said. Camp leaders 1 
called on the various factions to meet on Sunday to discuss 
security issues in ‘Ain Hilweh, home to some 90,000 
I Palestinians. 


Former Palestinian informer sues Israel 


HAIFA (AFP) — A Palestinian informer for Israel's secu- 
rity service is sueing the state for $900,000 for suffering 
caused when he was forced to abandon his home in the 
Gaza Strip after the Palestinians took control, the ; 
Jerusalem Post reported on Sunday. The unidentified 48- 
year-old Palestinian said he worked with Israel's internal 
security service Shin Bet for 20 years, “greatly contribut- 
ing to the state’s security and endangering himself and his 
family," the daily said. In his claim lodged with the district 
court in Haifa, northern Israel, the man said he was forced 
to abandon about $450,000 of property when the Pales- j 
tinian National Authority (PNA) took control of the Gaza 
Strip. He is claiming another $450,000 “for mental 
anguish caused by the move and for future lost income 
because of his difficulty in finding a job in Israel,” the 
English-language newspaper reported. The former 
informer said Shin Bet agents promised that if he was 
forced to leave Gaza, tbe security service would provide 
for him and Ins family. But they are now living in a 
“wretched” apartment and having to survive on $250 a 
month: be claimed. 


Saadi airlines to resume Beirut flights 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabian .Airlines will resume flights 
to Beirut in February after a halt of nearly 15 years due to 
the civil war in Lebanon, a Saudi official was quoted on.. 
Sunday as saying. Saudi newspapers quoted Abdul Hamid 
Al Jahdali, acting assistant general manager for I 
international regions at the airline, as saying flights — 
four a week from the main cities of Riyadh and Jeddah — 
wiU resume on February 1 . He said Saudi Arabian Airlines 

TraS!? 3 t0 Beirut “ 1982 due to the country's 
1975-J9W civil war. Several international airlines have 
resumed flights to Beirut’s airport since the end of the war. 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

0*20 ...: -Aqaba (RW) 

20:50 Aqaba (RW) 


An Damascus _5fl0 pin. evray Montoy 
Dtp- Damascus — TJOam. eiay Sunday 

An; Annum SiOOpmevErySuxfay 


DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


UpperAower price m fils per kg- 


06:20 Beirut (RJ) 

09t50 ; Casablanca (RJ) 

10:30 Abu Dhabi, Jakarta (add) (RJ) 
lL00—~Amsterciam, Chicago (RJ) 

J 2 '- 15 Cairo (RJ) 

12:15 Frankfurt, London (RJ) 

2® :15 Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

^ 1:00 -Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

*Isl5 -Dubai, Muscat (RJ) 

Sanaa (RJ) 

rr : r° Damascus (RJ) 

Jeddah (add) (Rj) 

Other Flights 

Beirut. London (BA) 

Beirut (ME) 

Bahrain (GF) 

22-M -Vienna (OS) 

23^“' „ — TWAviv(U0 

.".Damascus, Fais,^ 
p' Amsterda ®(KL) 

Bemit. Athens (OA) 

JT7 Damascus. LondonfBAl 
^VWr^CR^FHghte 

09 JO Marka Airport (frem 
QAIA) (RW) (fr0m 
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M^cvqyhfcnday 


Apple 

Banana. 

Banana (imported).. 

Cabbage 

Carrot 

Cauliflower. 

Cucumber (large) ... 
Cucumber (small) 

Eggplant. 

Fava beans 

Garlic .. .... 

Grape fruit 

Lemon 

Marrow (laige) 
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HRH Princess Basma Sunday meets with children at the Martyrs’ Families Wei- 
fare Society School in Marka. Princess Basma’s visit to the school was organised 
by the Queen Alla Fond for Social Development (QAF) as part of a greater 
Ramadan charity campaign (Petra photo) 
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By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Court 
of Cassation last week 
ratified, a ruling by the 
/Amman Criminal Court 
- toi execute a 24-year-old 
1 man "for the murder of a 
physician in August 1 996 
in the Tlaa’ AJ Ali area of 
Amman. 

Abdul Fatah Mustafa 
was sentenced to death 
by the Criminal Court on 
Nov. 30. 1996 after being 
declared guilty of the 
murder and attempted 
rape of Iman Yassin. 26, 
who worked for the 
Islamic Hospital in 
Amman, on Aug. 11. 
1996 at the Fardous 
Housing Complex in 
Tlaa’ AJ Ah'. 

The prosecution had 
chained that the convict- 
ed, a former guard and 
maintenance worker at 
the complex, had moni- 
tored the victim apart- 
ment with the intention of 
, -Sxu4ly„ . as^ultipg her 


"even if he had to kill 
her.” 

But in October, Mr. 
Mustafa, who confessed 
and reenacted the crime 
to the authorities, fe-testi- 
fied in court that' bis 
intent was not to kill the 
woman Tjut was rather 
taken by surprise. 

“When I entered the 
flat, she caught me by 
surprise and began to 
scream so I put my hands 
around her neck to step 
her from screaming' and 
she fell;’ Mr. Mustafa 
told the court then. 

According to court doc- 
uments, on the night of 
Aug. 11, Mr. Mustafa 
consumed alcohol, broke 
into Dr. Yassin’s apart- 
ment and attempted (o 
rape her. 

A struggle ensued 
between the two and the 
woman started screaming 
then Mr. Mustafa placed 
his hands on her neck and 
strangled her. the court 
said. 

Human rights, organisa- 


tion, Amnesty 

International, had issued 
an appeal in December 
on Mr. Mustafa's behalf 
and three other people 
who were sentenced to 
death and urged activists 
to appeal to His Majesty 
King Hussein, Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti and relevant 
authorities to commute 
these sentences. 

The case will be 
referred to the chief attor- 
ney general, the minis ter 
of justice, the prime min- 
ister and finally the King 
for endorsement of the 
verdict. 

Last year a total of 23 
people were sentenced to 
death by the Criminal 
Court. In the same year 
ten people were executed 
in the Kingdom for vari- 
ous crimes. In 1995, 
eight people were pur to 
death in Jordan. 
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"XTAmd;^ opening 

of surgical, diagnostic units 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A1 
Amal Cancer Centre Sun- 
day announced the partial 
opening of certain diag- 
nostic and surgical units. 

According to Abdullah 
Khatib, head of a national 
taskforce responsible for 
the specialised facility, a 
clinic dedicated to exam- 
ining women patients for 
breast and reproductive 
organ cancers is now 
open to the public. 

Dr. Kbatib said one of 
five operation theatres, a 
recovery room and part of 
the intensive care unit are 
also ready to accommo- 
date patients. 

In a statement to the 
Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, Dr. Khatib said the 
centre has worked out an 
executive programme 
which includes a cam- 
paign to raise funds to 
cover the cost of cancer 
treatment, adding that 


3000 to 4000 new cases 
of cancer are diagnosed 
in the Kingdom every 
year. 

The campaign concept 
is designed like an insur- 
ance plan and thus calls 
for the annual collection 
of JD 10 from each family 
wishing to be covered, 
Dr. Khatib explained. 

He said the centrevesti- 
mates that it could raise at 
least JD 10 million annu- 
ally through such a drive. 

He said the Ministry of- 
’Education has agreed to 
promote the collection of 
funds through schools by 
sending students home 
with messages to their 
families inviting them to 
subscribe to the plan. 

He said the centre hopes 
to send out to 200,000 
invitations in the first 
stage. 

Dr. Khatib also - stated 
that the centre will draw 


up another programme to 
encourage those more 
privileged to contribute to 
covering the cost of can- 
cer treatment of under- 
privileged patients. 

The 120-bed in-patient 
facility is equipped for 
highly advanced thera- 
pies such as bone marrow 
transplants as well as 
adult and paediatric 
chemotherapy. The cen- 
tre is a non-governmen- 
tal, non-profit-organisa- 
tion. 

The 30,000 square 
metre centre includes out- 
patient clinics and radio- 
diagnostic, radio-therapy 
and nuclear medicine 
departments. 

The national task force 
collected S15 million 
from different fund-rais- 
ing campaigns to build 
the centre which is locat- 
ed near the University of 
Jordan. 


Islamic Action magazine 
indefinitely suspended 


By Francesca Ciriari 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — “Islamic 

Action." the magazine of 
the Islamic Action Front 
(IAF), will not appear on 
bookshop shelves and 
kiosks next month, 
announced Islamic Action 
Editor-m-Chief Bassam 
Amm oush. 

Stressing that the publica- 
tion “was not discontinued, 
but rather suspended,” he 
added that Islamic Action 
will be back in circulation 
in “some months.” 

According to Dr. 
Ammoush, the decision to 
suspend the publication 
was taken by IAF execu- 
tives to “conduct studies on 
methods of improving the 
magazine in both lay-out 
and contents.” 

The staff of Islamic 
Action tso far comprising 
three people) is alko 
expected to be "reshuffled 
and increased,” Dr.. 
Ammoush said, confessing 
that, “for the time being;’ 
he cannot affirm whether or 
not he will be reappointed 
to his position when the 
publication is resumed. 


However, he maintain ed 
that the suspension was 
“neither financially nor 
politically motivated" and 
he strongly rejected a 
report carried last Monday 
by the Arabic weekly A1 
Majd alleging that “(Islam- 
ic Action) has-been discon- 
tinued due to disruptive 
influences towards the 
Islamic Front’s sense of 
solidarity and its common 
goal” ostensibly caused by 
some articles published 
therein. 

Registered at the Ministry 
of Interior, in December 
1992 as an IAF official 
organ, “Islamic Action” 
was later joined by another 
Islamic publication, the 
Arabic weekly “Sabeel." 
issued by the Muslim 
Brotherhood. 

The Muslim Brother- 
hood’s political arm, the 
IAF, is the strongest oppo- 
sition party in the King- 
dom, counting 15 members 
in the 80-seat Lower House 
of Parliament, more than 
one thousand registered 
members and a number of 
active supporters which 
unofficial statistics esti- 
mate as nearing 5,000. 


Jordan to participate in 
Romanian trade fairs 


AMMAN (Petra) — In talks held between Romanian 
Ambassador to Jordan loan Agaficioaia and Chairman of 
the Federation of the Jordanian Chambers of Commerce 
Haidar Murad, agreement was reached regarding Jordanian 
participation in Bucharest-based trade exhibitions. 

These are deemed necessary to orient the Romanian public 
regarding Jordanian national goods. 

Mr. Murad affirmed that both sides agreed to further bilat- 
eral trade delegation exchanges to explore marketing 
national products. 

Mr. Agaficioaia praised the quality of Jordanian products 
and maihtained a large demand for these exports to die 
Romanian markets. 

He stared that an increase of exports would help adjust the 
balance of trade between the two countries. 

Mr. Murad described the balance of trade between Roma- 
nia and Jordan as heavily in favour of the former and 
affirmed that Jordan exported JD 5 million worth of prod- 
ucts in 1995 and imported JD 21 million worth of Roman- 

| “fan goods. ~ 

He also said that in the first H months ofJ996, Jordair 
exported JD 2 million worth-of products* to Romania while 
importing JD 32 million worth of Romanian goods. 

Mr. Murad suggested joint projects as a method of adjust- 
ing the balance of trade and cementing trade links between 
the two countries. 

The Romanian ambassador noted that 2,500 Jordanian 
firms are currently operating in Romania which employ a 
cumulative 8,000 Jordanian workers 
The Kingdom signed an agreement with Romania in 1995, 
Mr. Murad said, to boost economic development as well as 
trade delegation visits between the two. 


HAT’S QOING Q 
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PLAY 


* Play (in Arabic) entitled ‘Total Fiasco" at the Royal 
Cultural Centre at S:00 p.m. 


CONCERT 

* Performance by artists from Irbid govemoraie at the 
Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 


FILM 

* “La vie et rien d’ autre" at the French Cultural Centre at 
8:30 p.m. 


IAF deputy urges Lower House to 
denounce 6 aggression’ against Sudan 

Ammarin accuses Ministry of Culture 
of ‘intellectual repression ’ 


By Tareq Momani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — During 
Parliament’s regular ses- 
sion Sunday, the Islamic 
Action Front (IAF) 
called on the House to 
issue a statement con- 
demning what it 
described as Eritrean 
and Ethiopian aggres- 
sion against Sudan" and 
urced the Arab World to 
rally to the support of 
Khartoum. 

IAF Parliamentary 
Bloc Spokesnman 

Hamzeh Mansour charg- 
ed that “Ethiopian and 
Eritrean forces, backed 
by Israel and the United 
States, have been wag- 
ing war on Sudan in a 
bid to destabilise the 
country, loot its wealth 
and take control of the 
River Nile which serves 
as a lifeline for Egypt 
and Sudan.” 

“We must send a broth- 
erly gesture to help 
Sudan protect its inde- 
pendence and soil in the 
Face of such aggression 
which threatensme Arab 
nation as a whole.” Mr. 
Mansour maintained. 

“It is incumbent on the 
House to issue a strong 
condemnation of this 
aggression and call on 
Arab and Muslim 
nations to rally behind 
Sudan in the face of 
external threats,” he 
added. 

He said that the House 
should follow the gov- 
ernment’s example" in 
denouncing the offen- 
sive and in urging Arab 
parliaments "to take 
appropriate action 
immediately bring 
end. 

“We call on 


to 

its 


Prime 

Minister Abdul Karimr 
Kabariti to meet with the 
Sudanese ambassador 
and learn about 
Sudanese political, med- 
ical and militaiy needs 
as Jordan can oner sup- 
port in certain areas, 
notably medical,” he 
added. 

Mr. Mansour main- 
tained that the Jordanian 
Armed Forces, which in 


the past has supported 
Palestine and Syria, 
should play an active 
role in protecting 
Sudan’s Arab and Islam- 
ic identity. 

Karak Deputy Nazih 
Ammarin voiced discon- 
tent as to a recent deci- 
sion by the Ministry of 
Culture banning the 
organisation of any sem- 
inar or lecture without 
prior ministry approval. 

He maintained that this 
order is reminiscent of 
the days of martial law 
and only serves to harm 
the democratic process. 

Dr. Ammarin accused 
the Ministry of Culture 
of taking steps towards 
the repression of intel- 
lectual activities and 
cited the ministry’s 
recent dissolution of the 
Karak Cultural Centre 
Administrative Commit- 
tee as an example of 
repressive policy-mak- 
ing. 

In response. Minister 
of Culture Ahmad 
Qudah denied that the 
centre's committee was 
dissolved but stated that 
the ministry has decided 
to form a special task 
force entrusted with 
arranging for new gener- 
al assembly elections in 
60 days as, he said, some 
board members had 
attempted to arrange ille- 
gal elections in violation 
of the centre's internal 
regulations. 

frbid Deputy Ahmad 
Kofahi criticised the 
Ministry of Supply for 
its decision to deny cer- 
tain people, including 
those who have profes- 
sional and trade licences 
or possess mobile tele- 
phones, coupons enti- 
tling them to buy basic 

- -foodstuffs at government 

- subsidised prices. 

Calling the decision 
capricious, Kofahi stated 
that regulations concern- 
ing coupon distribution 
should he re-examined. 

He further maintained 
that the ministry ought to 
procure a manner to 
facilitate the distribution 
of such coupons and 
described as a public 


insult long queues of 
people waiting for hours 
to receive their coupons. 

Aqaba Deputy Bader 
Riati avowed that the 
ship "Monte Carlo” 
which docked in Aqaba 
on Dec. 24 of last year as 
part of general plans to 
encourage tourism has 
been used for gambling, 
strip-teases and massage 
sessions as an adjunct to 
its disco, bar and sauna. 

The ship was designed 
in the capacity of a float- 
ing restaurant but reports 
concerning its actual 
activities speak other- 
wise. Riati maintained. 

. Such activities consti- 
tute a religious and 
moral offence to the 
nation as well as a viola- 
tion of the Jordanian leg- 
islation and constitution. 
Mr. Riati said. 

He demanded that the 
government end these 
practices. 

The House later 
finalised a debate 
regarding the Balqa 
Applied University Draft 
Law r and endorsed its 
provisions subsequent to 
the introduction of some 
amendments. 

One of the amend- 
ments authorises the 
Council of Higher Edu- 
cation to "terminate 
employment for anyone 
working in the universi- 
ty. 

A Royal Decree issued 
last September appoint- 
ed Prince Ghazi as the 
university president 
leading a 15-meraber 
comimssion. 

The university is stipu- 
lated as a financially and 
administratively inde- 
pendent entity, has the 
right to buy or sell prop- 
erty and real estate, to 
offer or receive dona- 
tions and conclude con- 
tracts in a manner 
deemed appropriate and 
correspondent to its 
activities. 

The university's main 
task is to graduate acad- 
emically and technically 
qualified persons to mee't 
their local community's 
various needs. 


VTC preparing pan- Arab conference 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Vocational 
Training Corporation (VTC) is in the 
process of preparing a pan- Arab confer- 
ence to promote vocational training for 
Arab youths. 

The meeting is slated to be attended by 
delegates from eight Arab countries, 
including Jordan, as well as specialists 
from regional and international organisa- 
tions. 

VTC Director General Ali N as rail ah, 
who made the announcement Sunday, 
described the meeting as organised in 
conjunction with the United Nations Edu- 
cational Scientific and Cultural Organisa- 
tion (UNESCO) with a focus on attracting 
juveniles for training in different trades. 

Apart from Jordan, delegates will hail 
from Egypt, Lebanon, Algeria. Yemen, 


Tunisia, Iraq and Palestine and will 
review studies which discuss the imple- 
mentation of an integrated programme on 
vocational training designed in such a 
way as to respond to Arab needs at both 
national and regional levels, Mr. Nasral- 
lab said. 

The papers are directed to address the 
specific needs of Arab youth as well as 
labour market requirements in various 
Arab countries’ for skilled workers. 

He stated that they will aJso cover teach- 
ing and training aids for upgrading 
instructor skills. 

Dr. Nasrallah asserted that papers call 
for the introduction of skills for trainees to 
meet the requirements of local and region- 
al labour markets particularly in urban 
regions. 


80 % of global population does not consume sufficient calcium 


By Nadia Mukblis 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — According 
to the US Department 
of Health and Human 
Services, about 80 per 
cent of the world’s pop- 
ulation doesn't con- 
sume enough calcium to 
stay healthy. 

Current research 
demonstrates that bones 
are not simply solid 
mass, but living tissue 
which changes accord- 
ing to a variety of fac- 
tors such as age, hor- 
mone, levels, diet and 
exercise patterns, Dr. 
Rawhi Shishtawi, con- 
sultant orthopaedist in 
Amman said. 

Two types of micro- 
scopic cells are 
involved in this process, 
he. explained. 

The first are 
osteoblasts or bone 
builders which con- 
struct new tissue if they 


receive adequate nour- 
ishment from sufficient 
calcium, vitamin D, 
hormones and exercise. 

The second, oste^ 
clasts, breaks down 
bone tissue and inade- 
quate nutrition or insuf- 
ficient exercise will tip 
the balance towards 
bone destruction. Dr. 
Shishtawi confirmed. 

Director of the Osteo- 
porosis Programme -at 
the Emory Clinic in 
Atlanta Nelson Watts 
MD states that bone tis- 
sue amasses until the 
age of eighteen, remains 
stable until one’s, mid- 
thirties, and then as part 
of natural ageing 
process, begins to break 
down with increasng 
speed. 

Calcium, one of the 
most important miner- 
als for the integrity of 
bone tissue is not creat- 
ed by the body, rather is 
consumed ny . skin, 


nails, hair and lost 
through perspiration 
and urine, therefore 
depends on outside 
sources, the studies 
affirmed 

Dr Watts confirms that 
“if you don’t replace the 
lost mineral through 
your diet, your system 
breaks down the bone in 
order to supply calci- 
um. ” j 

Scientist^ also believe 
that the hormone 
oestrogen protects the 
skeleton by blocking 
formation of the bone 
destroying osteoclast. 

Robert Heaney, MD, 
professor of medicine ai 
Creighton University in 
Omaha maintains that 
the crucial mineral is 
available in dairy prod- 
ucts and he affirmed 
that all reduced fat dairy 
products are rich in the 
mineral and low in fat 

Milk is the richest 
supply of calcium with 


one glass of skimmed 
milk containing 302 
milligrams of calcium 
meaning that it is just as 
nutritious as whole milk 
only without the fat. Dr. 
Shishtawi said, however 
he advises women to 
breast feed their babies 
as "mother’s milk is 
very rich in both calci- 
um and vitamins,” he 
added. 

Dr. Shishtawi advises 
his patients especially 
post-menopausal wo- 
men and the elderly 
people to increase their 
intake of all milk prod- 
ucts. dates and most 
fruits as they are all 
“very hteh in both vita- 
mins ana minerals,” he 
added. 

Calcium does more 
than simply build and 
strengthen bones, 
according to Bess Daw- 
son-Hughes MD, asso- 
ciate professor of medi- 
cine at Tufts University 


School of Medicine in 
Boston, studies show, 
that it retards high 
blood pressure, 

improves the function- 
ing of the heart muscles 
and nerves and also pro- 
tects against colon can- 
cer. 

Dr. Hughes maintains 
the body needs an ade- 
quate amount of vita- 
min D adjunct to the 
calcium to aid absorp- 
tion. 

Some people, howev- 
er, lack a sufficient sup- 
ply of the enzyme lac- 
tase which breaks down 
lactose, or milk sugar, 
which r can cause 
unpleasant symptoms 
like abdominal bloat- 
ing, gas, diarrhoea, nau- 
sea and cramps, if it 
remains unabsorbed in 
the intestines. Dr. 
Hughes said and 
advised such patients to 
take oral medicine to 
break down lactose. 


Director of the Nutri- 
tion at the Cooper Clin- 
ic in Dallas Georgia 
Kostas, says to increase 
absorption of calcium 
take a supplement wirh 
food or orange or toma- 
to juice as vitamin C 
also increases absorp- 
tion. 

Dr. Kostas says that 
smaller amounts taken 
throughout the day are 
absorbed . better ' than 
one big dose and she 
advises against ingest- 
ing the supplements 
with coffee, tea or cola 
as caffeine hinders 
absorption. 

According to the 
National Osteoporosis 
Foundation, high calci- 
um intake generally 
does not cause prob- 
lems, very few run the 
risk of developing kid- 
ney stones. 

However, Dr. Watts 
states that calcium is 
not sufficient without 


exercise. Studies show, 
he said, that women 
who receive sufficient 
calcium and work out 
regularly have better 
bone mass than those 
who do one to the 
exclusion of the other. 

Dr. Heaney did focus 
on studies which 
demonstrate that certain 
foods and medications 
steal the essential min- 
eral from the body such 
as over consumption of 
protein, salts and phos- 
phorous (found in 
sodas) all of which 
cause excessive excre- 
tion of calcium from 
urine. 

Medications can also 
deplete calcium stores. 
Dr. Heaney says, 
“They do so in three 
wavs: interfere with 

cells which repair 
bones, decrease calcium 
absorption and increase 
calcium excretion 
through urine.” 


' A variety of non-in va- 
sive procedures can 
determine the condition 
of your bones. Dr. 
Kostas said. 

The newest and most 
accurate technique is 
dual X-ray absorption 
(DXA) which uses pho- 
tons (a unit of electro- 
magnetic energy) gen- 
erated by an X-ray tube 
at two energy levels. Dr. 
Kostas explained. 

During Ramadan, Dr. 
Shishtawi advises fast- 
ing people, especially 
elderly people, pregnant 
women and menopausal 
women to have a third 
meal between the iftar 
and suhor containing 
dairy products to boost 
calcium in the body. He 
also advises fasting 
people not to over-ex ert 
themselves during the 
day in order to save 
energy. 
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Taleban gains send powerful 
message ahead of Afghan talks 



KABUL (AFP) — The 

Taleban militia's new bat- 
tlefield gains against their 
bitter enemies north of the 
Afghan capital have sent a 
powerful message ahead of 
another international con- 
ference on the strife-tom 
nation. 

“The Taleban want to 
show that they are the mas- 
ters in Afghanistan and the 
the international communi- 
ty. which doesn’t recognise 
them, will have to deal with 
them." said one we Ll-placed 
observer in Kabul. 

“That is. without doubt, 
the message they want to 
get through before the meet- 
ing of donor nations." 
which will be held in Ash- 
kubad. Turkmenistan Tues- 
day. he added. 

The radical Islamic mili- 
tia, which controls two 
thirds of the country, 
launched a lightning attack 
Thursday against anti-Tale- 


ban forces on the front north 
of the capital. 

They captured the key 
Bagram Air Base, 50 kilo- 
metres from Kabul and 
nearby Charikar, capital of 
Parwan province. They also 
took most of the neighbour- 
ing province of Kapisa. 

Their inexorable advance 
is continuing, with little 
resistance, towards the stra- 
tegic town of! Gulbahar, the 
gateway to the Panjshir Val- 
ley — the reputedly impreg- 
nable bastion|of ex-Defence 
Minister Ahmad Shah Mas-j 
ood who flea when the Ta- 
leban took the capital Kabul 
last September. 

Because of its strategic 
location. Gul )ahar is said to 
be the key t> entering the 
Panjshir. 

Mr. Masooti, the military 
chief of ousted President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani, is 
one of the main figures in 
the fight against the Tale- 


ban. along with northern 
warlord Abdul Rashid Dos- 
tum. 

General Dostum controls 
the Salang Tunnel, 120 kilo- 
metres north of Kabul, 
which may soon become a 
Taleban target 

The Soviet-built tunnel, 
more than two kilometres 
lpng, runs under the Hindu 
Kpsh Mountains and is the 
oijily route to northern Af- 
ghanistan, which remains 
under opposition control 

[The winter factor will, 
without doubt play a part," 
one expert on Afghanistan 
said. 

<- The Taleban will want to 
get results before they are 
hampered by the harsh win- 
ter in an area that they don’t 
know as well as their adver- 
saries," he added. 

“The fact is that the Tale- 
ban don’t understand why 
the international community 
has refused to recognise 


them since they took Kabul 
on Sept. 27, and while they 
control two thirds of the 
country." 

One reason is the ultra- 
strict Islamic Law which the 
Taleban have imposed in 
areas under their control. 
Most of the international 
outrage has been targeted at . 
rules banning women from 
working, the closing of 
girls’ schools. Women must 
stay indoors unless covered 
from head-to-toe. 

The world community has 
threatened to cut some aid 
programmes, notably for 
education. 

“The Taleban are upset by 
this attitude which they 
don’t understand." said the 
expert. 

“They see their rpcent vic- 
tories as proof to the aid 
nations that nothing can be 
done in the country without 
them." 


Suspected IRA device explodes 
near N. Ireland police patrol 


BELFAST (Agencies) — A 
device believed to have 
been planted by the IRA ex- 
ploded late Saturday as a 
police patrol was driving 
through Downpatrick, a 
coastal town 30 kilometres 
southeast of Belfast, police 
said. 

Police said one person had 
been slightly injured in the 
blast. The police car and 
another car nearby were 
damaged in the blast. 

Police did not say what 
kind of explosive device 
was involved. The area has 
been cordoned off and po- 
lice said a search of the area 
would take place once it 
was lighL 

If IRA involvement is 
confirmed, it would be fifth 
attack by the Irish Repub- 
lican Army against the po- 
lice inside two weeks. 

The IRA has earned out 
most of its attacks using 
rockets or home-made mor- 
tars' and so far has only 
caused minor injuries. 

However Royal Ulster 
Constabulary Chief Ronnie 
Flanagan said recently that 
the IRA “are trying to kill 
police officers at the mo- 


ment. We have had a series 
of attacks that are very real 
attempts to kill.... If these 
attacks continue, my fear is 
that killing will be the 
inevitable result." 

At the beginning of Jan- 
uary. a loyalist paramilitary 
source warned that reprisals 
would target the "nationalist 
population" — Catholics — 
if ajiy more -deaths were 
caused by the IRA. 

Adams denied U.S. visa 

Meanwhile, the United 
States has denied Sinn Fein 
President Gerry Adams a 
visitor's visa in a new clam- 
pdown against the organisa- 
tion. the Sunday Times 
newspaper reported. 

It said Mr. Adams was 
told of the decision last 
month and that he had said 
last week he had changed 
his plans to visit the United 
States. 

’ But Sinn Fein spokesman 
Richard McAuley denied 
Adams had even applied for 
a visa. 

He said Adams had con- 
sidered going there next 
month to promote his auto- 


biography “before the 
dawn” but decided not to 
travel ' anywhere before 
Britain’s national election, 
due by May. 

, ‘There are no plans for 
Genv to travel anywhere 
ulntil the election is out of 
the way.” he said. 

1 A spokesman at the U.S. 
embassy in London said he 
had no knowledge of Mr. 
Adams applying for a visa. 

Mr. Adams has visited the 
U.S. five times since he was 
first, and controversially, 
given a visa in February 
1994. The decision enraged 
the British government. 

In December Mr. Adams 
challenged a decision by the 
Australian government to 
deny him a visa. Australian 
authorities said they had 
turned him down on the 
grounds that he was not a 
person of good character 
because of Sinn Fein’s links 
with the Irish Republican 
Army (IRA). 

Sinn Fein is banned from 
talks on the future of Nor- 
thern Ireland because the 
IRA refuses to reinstate a 
ceasefire broken a year ago. 


Former U.S. Senator Tsongas dies 


BOSTON (R) — Former 
Massachusetts Senator and 
Democratic presidential 
candidate Paul Tsongas died 
of pneumonia Saturday, a 
spokeswoman for Brigham 
and Women’s Hospital said. 
He was 55. 

Tsongas was admitted to 
the hospital on Jan. 3 with 
liver and heart problems 
stemming from earlier can- 
cer treatments, the spokes- 
woman said. 

Tsongas, a Massachusetts 
senator who retired from 
Congress in 19S5 to battle a 
deadly form of bone cancer, 
ran for president in 1992, 
losing the Democratic pres- 
idential nomination to Bill 
Clinton who went on to 
defeat George Bush in the 
general election. 

President Bill Clinton 
described Tsongas. the son 
of a Greek immigrant father 
and an American mother, as 
“a great American." 

“He cared deeply about 
his beloved state of Massa- 
chusetts and about our 
country and its future." Mr. 
Clinton said in a written 
statement. "In a life devot- 
ed to public service he set 
an unparallelled example of 
integrity, candor and com- 
mitment." 

Sen. Edward Kennedy, 
who represented Massachu- 
setts alongside Mr. Tson- 


gas, said in a statement 
"Paul was a great friend, a 
great congressman for the 
people of Lowell and a 
great senator for the state of 
Massachusetts." 

During his presidential 
campaign, Tsongas was 
described as professorial 
and singularly uncharis mar- 
ie. 

"I'm the most unlikely 
candidate," said Tsongas. 
who preached that the Uni- 
ted States must face the 
hard truth that it was in dan- 
ger of becoming uncompet- 
itive abroad. 

He shot from obscurity to 
sometime front-runner in 
the 1992 race for the De- 
mocratic presidential nomi- 
nation. 

Then, when campaign 
funds dried up after his de- 
feats in primaries in Michi- 
gan and Illinois. Tsongas 
quit and left the field to Mr. 
Clinton, then Arkansas gov- 
ernor, and former California 
Governor Jerry Brown. 
Tsongas was a witty, pro- 
business liberal who used 
his life story to illustrate 
central themes of his cam- 
paign. 

Urging Democrats to 
abandon corporation-bash- 
ing. he campaigned instead 
for such traditionally Re- 
publican goals as careened 
cuts on. Capital gains taxes 


to get the economy growing 
again. 

As he urged the Democ- 
rats to remake their eco- 
nomic policy. Tsongas 
championed the party’s tra- 
ditional positions on civil 
rights and women's rights. 

He delighted in saying 
that, unlike other candi- 
dates. he was no Santa 
Claus or “pander bear." Ar- 
guing against a middle- 
class tax cut. for instance, 
he said that was a time for 
sacrifice, not sops that 
would deepen the federal 
deficit and dog future gen- 
erations. 

Paul Efiheroios Tsongas 
was bora in Lowell, Massa- 
chusetts on Feb. 14. 1941. 

He graduated from Dart- 
mouth College in 1962 and 
later earned a law degree 
from Yale. Tsongas served 
as a Peace Corps volunteer 
in Ethiopia from 1962 to 
1964 and worked as deputy 
assistant attorney general in 
Massachusetts. 

He began his political ca- 
reer with election to the Lo- 
well City Council and later 
served as a Middlesex coun- 
ty commissioner before 
winning a seat in the House 
and later the U.S- Senate. 

Tsongas and his wife, the 
former Nicola Sauvage. had 
three children. 


Burmese riot police have time on 
their hands as crowds fail to show 

RANGOON (AFP) — Burmese riot police 
and neighbourhood security patrols had a 
lot time on their hands Sunday as Aung San 
Suu Kyi went to a birthday party and her 
crowds of supporters failed to show, wit- 
nesses said. 

The head of the National League for De- 
mocracy (NLD) has left her blockaded com- 
pound regularly in the past few weeks, attend- 
ing to social obligations and visiting party 
offices in Rangoon, party sources said. 

But the authorities have blocked every at- 


tempt by party leaders to speak to the pub- 
lic, an observer noted. 

Armed riot police, and from last Sunday, 
civilians wearing yellow armbands marked 
“on duty for the people.” have played cat 
and mouse with NLD supporters every 
weekend for several months. 

Roadblocks set up at the end of Septem- 
ber to prevent the NLD from holding a 
party congress at Ms. Sim Kyi’s residence 
have also been used to block the regular 
weekend gatherings of supporters. 


Thousands 
demonstrate 
against 
government 
in Tirana 

TIRANA (AFP) — Several 
thousand people fnassed in 
central Tirana Sunday to 
demonstrate against the 
government of President 
Salj Berisha, but police dis- 
persed the crowd, by force, 
an AFP journalist at the 
scene reported. 

Several people were 
wounded, including a man 
in his 50s who suffered a 
head injury, when police 
charged the demonstrators 
with truncheons, witnesses 
said. 

Around 2,000 people had 
massed on the central 
Skenderberg Square shout- 
ing “down with dictator- 
ship" while hundreds of 
riot- police kept back anoth- 
er's, 000 people trying to 
join the crowd. 

The demonstrators on the 
square were dispersed just 
before noon (1100 GMT) 
and the area was reopened 
to traffic. Riot police re- 
mained in place to prevent 
another rally. 

The government stands 
accused in particular of 
encouraging so-called Py- 
ramid Schemes, "get-rich- 
quick” savings schemes 
run by private firms that 
prey on naive consumers. 
Several of the schemes 
have collapsed recently. 

Women in tears shouting 
"we want our money” were 
among Sunday’s demon- 
strators and several women 
feinted during the protest 
Angry investors had 
swamped the centre of Ti- 
rana Wednesday following 
the collapse of one-such 
scheme, die Soudja Com- 
pany, demanding govern- 
ment intervention to recov- 
er their savings. 

More than 100,000 peo- 
ple had invested in the 
company in the past four 
years lured by Soudja 
pledges of monthly interest 
rates of 30 to 100 per cent. 

The angry crowd chanted 
“We want our money" out- 
side the offices blaming the 
government for blocking 
their savings which were 
reinvested by the company 
in state banks. 

Demonstrators threw 
stones at police who 
charged them with trun- 
cheons to break up the 
protest. 

Albanian sources say that 
one family in three has 
turned to these kind of sav- 
ing schemes offered by 
dozens of companies in a 
bid to boost their income. 

Savers are offered impos- 
sibly-high rates of interest 
to deposit funds which are 
then used to pay previous 
investors. 

But in many cases, fi- 
nance company bosses 
have fled the country pock- 
eting their clients’ money, 
police said. 

Albania is Europe’s poor- 
est country after die long 
years of Communist rule 
under former Stalinist dic- 
tator Enver Hoxha stifled 
development and left its 
coffers plundered. 


Mont Merapi spews out smoke as lava runs down its slope Saturday following an 
eruption Friday. Thousands of residents were evacuated from the area after the erup- 
tion (AFP photo) 

Indonesian residents ignore warnings 
from Pacific rim of fire volcano 


TURGO (AFP) — Thou- 
sands of people have ig- 
nored danger warnings, 
maintained by the Indo- 
nesian authorities Sunday, 
and returned to their homes 
on die slopes of the erupting 
Merapi volcano. 

Scores men and women 
even returned to their -daily 
chores in the hamlet of Tar- 
go as lava continued to 
spew from the 2,911 -metre 
high rim of fire mountain in 
Central Java province. 

Experts maintained an 
“alert” status, the highest 
warning on their scale, for 
Merapi, which erupted 
Friday. 

“Merapi' s activities were 
dominated by lava flow and 
there is still no change in 
frequency compared to yes- 
terday," said Sunarto, an 
official at the main outpost 
monitoring the volcano, in 
Kaburang. 

Visibility was obstructed 
by heavy cloud shrouding 
the summit, but lava bursts 
could be heard and resulting 
tremors were felt ar the 
post he said. 

Many of the thousands of 
people forced to flee lava 
and heat clouds Friday have 
returned or are impatient to 
get back to their homes. 

Indonesia’s 17,000 islands 
are dotted by some 500 vol- 
canos. of which 127 are still 
active and make up die 
Pacific rim of fire. In 1982, 
Mount Galunggiug in west 
Java erupted killing more 


than 100 people. 

The worst eruption in mo- 
dem times was Krakatoa, in 
the strait of Sunda between 
Java and Sumatra islands in 
1883, which killed 36.000. 
Tambora, on the eastern 
island of Sumbawa killed 

90.000 people in 1815. 

In Klaten district on the 
southeastern slopes of Me- 
rapL thousands of evacuees 
returned home to start clea- 
ning up ash which had not 
been washed away by rain 
Saturday, reports said. 

Officials said about 

15.000 people were origi- 
nally evacuated from four 
villages in the district The 
official Antara news agency 
put the figure at 7,453* peo- 
ple who had all returned 
home by late Saturday. 

Sixteen families refused 
to leave Turgo, on the sou- 
thern slopes, at all. 

Although most of the hou- 
ses in the hamlet remained 
empty, scores of men and 
women could be seen busy 
cutting grass for livestock 
and wood for their kitchen. 

“I want to die here any- 
way," said one elderly wo- 
man, cutting tall grass with 
a sickle. 

Most of her neighbours 
were in nearby Hargobinan- 
gun where about 2.000 
people from the area, inc- 
luding the failJ resort of 
Kaburang. have taken tem- 
porary shelter. 

Turgo was one of the har- 
desthit places when Merapi 


exploded in December 
1994, killin g 66 people and 
again forcing thousands to 
flee. 

Down toe slope in Har- 
gobinangun, most of the re- 
fugees said they wanted to 
get back to their homes. 

“Some men have returned 
home/ to resume work in 
their fields or just to guard 
their possessions," said toe 
village chief, Suparjengat. 

A communal latchen set 
up by toe reGef team, was 
continuing operation, feed- 
ing toe refugees who have 
already spent two nights 
huddled on mats in toe vil- 
lage hall, two schools and 
other makeshift shelters. 

Other people had taken 
shelter in Kepuhaijo, to toe 
east, but had returned to 
their hamlets of Kaliadem 
and Bebeng, the Pikiran 
Rafcyat daily said. 

The lava from toe latest 
eruption has mainly fol- 
lowed toe course of three 
rivers, but only come 1.5 
kilometres down toe moun- 
tain, Sunarto said. 

The highest settlements 
are some four kilometres 
from toe peak, he added. 

Experts have warned that 
toe unstable lava topping toe 
crater, estimated at around 
1.3 million cubic metres, 
could break up at any time. 

That would cause more 
heat clouds and in heavy 
rain could touch off Mud- 
slides and huge flows of 
lava, officials said. 


Indian army conducts major 
search operation in Kashmir 


SRINAGAR (AFP) — 
Indian troops conducted a 
sweeping house-to-house 
search in this Kashmiri 
summer capital Sunday 
ahead of toe country’s re- 
public day which Muslim 
militants have vowed to 
sabotage. 

An unspecified number of 
young men were detained 
after hours of cordon-and- 
search operation, but they 
were let off after question- 
ing by army officers, pobce 
sources said. 

The massive crackdown 
was launched to locate 
Muslim guerrillas and hid- 
den weapons. No further 
details were immediately 
available. 

Soldiers armed with ma- 
chine guns and AX-47 as- 
sault rifles entered scores of 
houses after cordoning off 
major commercial districts 


in Srinagar, a city of 

800,000 people. 

The soldiers were accom- 
panied by surrendered guer- 
rillas wearing hoods and 
popularly known as “spot- 
ters." 

AFP photographer Tau- 
seef Mustafa said be was 
prevented by toe troops 
from leaving toe press enc- 
lave, where most journalists 
live. 

The search operation 
forced shops in the heart of 
Srinagar to remain shut 
Sunday, a working day. 
Shops here observe holiday 
Fridays. 

Some Muslims alleged 
they were not allowed to go 
to mosques and were or- 
dered to come out of their 
houses m the biting cold 
and despite a promise by the 
army not to disturb the 
inmates. 


U A few people were asked 
tel vacate their houses, but 
they were allowed to get 
back due to snow,” an army 
officer said. 

The streets ofLalChowk. 
Residency Road, Maulana 
Azad Road, Regal Chowk. 
Abi Guzar and other major 
commercial districts were 
deserted. 

Sunday’s crackdown is 
part of a massive cordon- 
and-search operation the 
troops launched two weeks 
ago to arrest separatists and 
seize weapons ahead 0 f 
India s republic day on Jan 
26. 

The day is usually marred 

by protests by Muslim mili- 
tants fighting to end Indian 
rule over Kashmir, the 
country s only Muslim-ma- 
jonty state. 




Danish 
bombers 
target British 4 
sportspeople 

COPENHAGEN (R) — 
Suspected Danish neo-Na- 
zis remanded in custody 
Sunday planned a letter- 
bomb campaign against 
British leftists and sports 
personalities married to 
blacks, Danish officials 
said Sunday. 

Police described toe 
Group of Seven arrested in 
swoops Saturday as part of 
toe worst international con- 
spiracy ever to operate in 
Denmark. 

A court early Sunday 
remanded five Danes in 
custody for 27 days, toe 
first 13 to be spent in isola- 
tion, and freed two on bail 
after toe raids and the re- 
trieval of three letter- 
bombs posted in nearby 
Sweden to addresses in > 
London. - 

‘They were intended for 
people known as left-lean- 
ing and by sportspeople 
married to blacks,” Danish 
Justice Minister Frank Jen- 
sen told toe Danish daily 
Beriingske Tidende. 

The Politiken newspaper 
said British police had 
alerted toe intended recipi- 
ents and briefed them on 
what to do if they received 
a suspicious package. The 
names of toe targets have 
not been revealed. 

The paper said that neo- 
Nazi literature and symbols 
were found during toe raids 
in Copenhagen and in a 
seaside village north of toe 
capital, along with detona- 
tors, a nine millime tre pis- 
tol and a pump-action shot- 
gun. 

The only one of toe seven 
to be named by police, 26- 
year-old Thomas Derry m 
Nakaba, shot a policeman 
in toe groin as detectives 
forced their way into his 
home but said he fired 
because he thought toe 
raiders were leftist enemies 
out to kill him. 

Danish police were alert- 
ed to the group’s activities 
by Britain’s Scotland Yard 
through a police intelli- 
gence clearing house in 
Wiesbaden, Germany, the 
paper added. 

Detectives followed Mr. 
Nakaba to toe Swedish 
port of Malmo, a short fer- 
ry-ride from Copenhagen, 
where he posted three 
devices disguised as video 
tapes later retrieved by 
Swedish police and found 
to contain charges suffi- 
cient to maim, but not kilL 
British Sky Television 
News Saturday said that 
Mr. Nakaba had connec- 
tions with an extreme-right 
British organisation. Com- ft 
bat 1 8, so-called because of 
toe first and eighth letters 
of toe alphabet — A and H 
— the intitials of Adolf 
Hitler. 

“This looks like interna- 
tional terrorism and we see 
it in toe gravest possible 
lighL We would describe it 
as among toe most danger- 
ous we have ever seen on 
danish soil,” Detective 
Chief Per Larsen told toe 
Danish news agency 
Ritzau. 

Denmark’s National So- 
cialist Movement, toe coun- 
try’s best-known neo-Nazi 
group, denied any connec- 
tion to toe plotters but chair- 
man Jonni Hansen told 
Politiken that Mr. Nakaba 
was known in Nazi circles. 

"I know the name and 
have seen him at demon- . 

strati on s but he is not a ft 
member of the party," Mr. 
Hansen said. 

Denmark’s liberal freedom 
of speech laws have made it 
something of a neo-Nazi 
haven, to the irritation of 
neighbouring Germany, 
where Nazi tracts and para- 
phenalia are banned, and to 
toe discomfort of Danes 
w ho remember wartime 
Nazi occupation. 

German groups have 
been able to post banned 
literature to German add- 
resses from Danish post 
boxes, including a list of 
280 German leftists and 
liberals to be “punished.” 

In 1995 Nazis from sever- . 
al countries were allowed to 
march in the Danish town of 
Roskilde, west of Copenhs- ■ 
gen. in protest against toe 
arrc si locally of German- ft 
American neo-Nazi leader 
Gary Lauck, later extradited 
to Germany. 
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A South Korean student protester is arrested by a group of riot policemen outside the Hanyang University in Seoul 
Sunday. Riot police fired teargas to disperse about 1,000 students staging a rally in support of workers, protesting 
against new labour laws (Reuter photo) 

S. Korea softens stance on unionists; clashes erupt 


SEOUL (R) — South Korea 
said Sunday it would delay 
arresting seven fugitive un- 
ion leaders holed up in a 
Seoul cathedral after they 
agreed to halt indefinite 
strikes against a new labour 
law that have hit industry 
for more than three weeks. 

The domestic Yonhap 
news agency quoted a sen- 
ior official from the Seoul 
district prosecutor’s office 
as saying police had put off 
storming Myongdong Ca- 
thedral to arresr the union- 
ists. 

Despite the softening gov- 
ernment stance, violent cla- 
shes continued between riot 
police and students, show- 
ing passions over the law 
were still inflamed. 

“Now that there is a lull in 
the strikes and political fig- 
ures are seeking dialogue, it 
is necessary to exercise 
flexibility in executing the 
arrest warrants." the un- 
jiamed prosecution official 
Was quoted as saying. 

Prosecutors were not avai- 
lable to confirm the report. 

The government has pre- 
viously shown no signs of 
backing down on its threat 
to arrest the unionists. Po- 


lice picked up another union 
leader Saturday, bringing to 
five the number arrested in 
recent days. 

But in a major backdown. 
Kwon Young-Kil. head of 
the outlawed Korean Confe- 
deration of Trade Unions 
and one of the seven taking 
refuge in the cathedral, has 
said union members would 
limit strikes to Wednesdays 
only. 

Confederation heads said 
the focus was now on trying 
to revise the new law. which 
makes it easier for firms to 
sack workers, after previ- 
ously insisting it must be 
scrapped. 

However, with a tight se- 
curity net still in place 
around the cathedral, and 
regular clashes between 
protesters and riot police in 
the streets since the bill was 
rammed through parliament 
on Dec. 26, the situation 
remained volatile. 

Riot police mounted sev- 
eral raids on Hanyang Uni- 
versity in the capital just af- 
ter mid-day Sunday, firing 
teargas to try to disperse up 
to 1,000 students rallying 
against both the labour leg- 
islation and a new security 


law. 

Armour-plated vehicles 
unleashed barrages of tear- 
gas at the sftidents, who ini- 
tially fled but then re- 
grouped and hurled molotov 
cocktails and fought with 
iron bars in intermittant 
clashes lasting one hour. 

The students later con- 
verged near Myongdong 
where police waded in. fir- 
ing teargas and clubbing 
students with batons. 

Witnesses said police 
dragged more than 10 stu- 
dents away but it was un- 
clear if they had been de- 
tained. That clash lasted just 
under an hour. 

Any decision to storm the 
cathedral and drag out the 
seven unionists camped out 
in a ramshackle tent would 
spark a political storm in a 
country where more than a 
quarter of the population are 
practising Christians. 

Separately, the first mem- 
ber of a team of 10 world 
labour leaders arrived Sun- 
day to put pressure on the 
government to scrap the 
most inflammatory parts of 
the legislation. 

Vic Thorpe, head of the 
International Chemical 


Workers’ Federation, said 
the team would meet strike 
leaders at Myongdong and 
follow up efforts of four un- 
ion colleagues who left last 
week after deportation 
threats. 

Seoul’s top immigration 
official has said the new de- 
legation would be expelled 
if it joined strike-related 
protests. 

Hvundai Motor Co. Ltd. 
the nation's largest car ma- 
ker. reopened Saturday. 
Other key factories in the 
export sector have operated 
normally for several days. 

Output losses from the 
strikes have amounted to 
2.6 trillion won ($3.1 bil- 
lion). Lost exports have hit 
S467 million. 

The latest union leader to 
be arrested was seized in the 
southeastern city of Ulsan, 
home of the Hyundai 
Group, which has been at 
the forefront of the strikes: 

President Kim Young- 
Sam has refused to revise or 
scrap the law. arguing la- 
bour reform is crucial to 
trim corporate costs and 
improve competitiveness. 


Stoyanov sworn in as Bulgaria’s new president 


SOFIA (AFP) — Bulgaria's 
new president, Petar Stoya- 
nov, was sworn in Sunday 
before parliament and im- 
mediately urged the cham- 
ber to agree to early legisla- 
tive elections in the troubled 
East European country. 

Mr. Stoyanov, who 
crushed the challenge from 
ruling Socialists in Novem- 
ber presidential elections, 
reiterated opposition de- 
mands that the government 
agree to snap polls to allow 
tfie people to give a verdict 
on its dire economic record. 

“People are demonstrating 
in the streets because their 
poverty has reached desper- 
ate levels," Mr. Stoyanov, 
44, told the inauguration ga- 
thering, who included out- 
going President Zhelyu 
Zhelev, caretaker Premier 
Zhan Videnov and Ortho- 
dox Patriarch Maxim. 

Mr. Stoyanov, who offi- 
cially takes over the reins of 
power Wednesday, will as- 
sume control of a country in 
turmoil. Dramatic economic 
collapse in 1996 triggered 


the fall of Mr. Videnov ’s 
administration in December 
and brought protesters des- 
perate for a change of gov- 
ernment out on the streets 
calling for snap polls. 

Mr. Stoyanov and Mr. 
Zhelev .have added their 
voices to the two-week pro- 
test movement, but the rul- 
ing Socialists, while pre- 
pared for a measure of com- 
promise,' have insisted on 
forming a new government. 

Elections are not due until 
the end of 1998, but the 
opposition has called for 
them to be brought forward 
to march of this year. 

“Help young people to 
choose Bulgaria" instead of 
emigrating, Me, Stoyanov 
appealed to parliament after 
taking his oath of office. 

On~ leaving parliament, 
Mr. Stoyanov was feted by 
several hundred opposition 
supporters gathered at the 
parliament building. The 
opposition has planned a 
further prorest rally later 
Sunday. 

Mr. Stoyanov, who was 


inaugurated along with his 
Vice-President. Todor Ka- 
valdzhiyev, also set the tone 
for his tenure by urging the 
troubled East European 
country to look West. 

The new president said 
that Bulgaria should strive 
under his presidency to join 
the European Union and 
NATO, heralding another 
possible confrontation with 
the ruling Socialists, who 
have held back on the issue 
of joining the Western al- 
liance in view of Moscow’s 
opposition. 

Sunday’s inauguration 
was the first stage in the 
transfer of power, which 
will culminate Wednesday 
in a second ceremony dur- 
ing which Mr. Zhelev will 
solemnly present Mr. Sto- 
yanov with the keys to the 
seat of the presidency. 

Tight security measures 
were in place around the 
parliament building, scene 
of violent clashes earlier 
this month between police 
and protesters calling for 
Mr. Videnov 's former com- 


munists to relinquish their 
grip on the government. 

After receiving the keys 
on Wednesday, ceremonies 
will be completed when Mr. 
Stoyanov walks at the head 
of a procession to the tomb 
of the unknown soldier to 
be invested as commander- 
in-chief of the Bulgarian 
army. He will also watch a 
military march-past 

For the three days until 
Wednesday. Bulgaria will 
thus have two heads of 
state, according to the pres- 
idency’s head of protocol, 
Christo Cholakov. If a pres- 
idential decree is required 
during those three days, it 
will be signed by both the 
presidents, he told the BTA 
agency. 

The inauguration cere- 
monies mark the beginning 
of a new state tradition in 
Bulgaria, Mr. Cholokov 
said, since for the first time 
a real transfer of power 
between two presidents will 
take place in the country.- 


6 die in attack on Rwanda aid workers’ compound 


KIGALI (R) — Six people 
were killed and one U.S. ci- 
tizen was seriously wound- 
ed when Hutu militiamen 
attacked an aid workers’ 
compound in the northern 
Rwandan town of Ruhen- 
geri, a Western diplomat 
said Sunday. 

A senior Rwandan mili- 
tary officer told Reuters: 
"These attacks are deliber- 
ately mounted to scare away 
expatriates." 

Three Rwandan soldiers 
were among the dead in the 
Saturday evening attack, the 
diplomat said. A senior 
U.N. source said the three 
others killed were local 
employees of the medical 
charity Medecins Du 
Monde (Doctors of the 

World). 

“U.N. people have been 


told to stay put and not go 
out And as soon as we have 
talked to the army we will 
be discussing whether or 
not to suspend operations," 
the U.N. official said, 

“The fighting appeared to 
have started in the slum 
areas of town among retur- 
nees who have come back 
from Zaire. There were two 
other incidents during the 
night during which a gre- 
nade was thrown into an aid 
worker’s house," the U.N. 
official said. 

The attack was the latest 
in a series involving expa- 
triates in the area, which is 
near the border with Zaire. 

“It was an attack on a 
compound housing Mede- 
cins Sans Frontieres, Mede- 
cins Du Monde and Save 
the Children," said the Wes- 


tern diplomat. The com- 
pound is 225-kilometre 
northwest of the capital, Ki- 
gali. 

~ The diplomat would not 
identify the injured Ameri- 
can: “The U.S. citizen has 
already had his leg amputat- 
ed, is unconscious and will 
be medevaced today." he 
said. 

A Rwandan military offi- 
cer said: “We know these 
people are now operating 
from inside Rwanda. They 
chink if they can drive out 
the expatriates now working 
here they can mount such 
attacks more easily." 

He said the gangs respon- 
sible for recent attacks on 
aid workers had returned 
from neighbouring Zaire 
with other Rwandan refu- 
gees late last year. They 


were now becoming bolder, 
he said. 

The United Nations had 
warned Saturday that esca- 
lating violence in Rwanda 
could force the suspension 
of humanitarian operations 
in some areas. 

“1 am surprised at the vio- 
lence. I’d rather not put peo- 
ple in danger and if this vio- 
lence continues then 1 have 
no option but to suspend 
operations in some areas." 
Omar Bakhet. U.N. Rwanda 
coordinator, told Reuters. 

On Monday and Wednes- 
day at Giciyi. in southern 
Gisenyi prefecture, two 
United Nations vehicles 
were attacked with gunfire 
and hand grenades and two 
expatriate staff were beaten 
by Hutu militia, according 
to U.N. officials. 


Yugoslav opposition protests 
set to continue amid suspense 


BELGRADE (AFP) — The 
Serbian opposition’s daily 
protests were poised to en- 
ter their third month Sunday 
amid suspense over whether 
Serbian President Slobodan 
Milosevic would contest a 
decision recognising an op- 
position electoral win in 
Belgrade. 

The opposition called on 
their supporters to bring 
their pets to a rally later in 
the day. while students, who 
back the opposition, 
planned a separate protest in 
the evening. 

Zoran Djindjic, one of the 
leaders of the opposition 
Together Coalition, was due 
to meet German Foreign 
Minister KJaus Kink el in 
Bonn Sunday, but was ex- 
pected to be back in time for 
the rally. 

The protests were touched 
off after the authorities re- 
fused to recognise opposi- 
tion victories in 1 4 out of IS 
major towns and cities in 
Nov. 1 7 local elections. 

So far, Mr. Milosevic’s ru- 
ling Socialist Party has re- 
cognised opposition wins in 
just seven towns. 


But opposition leaders 
were keenly watching Sun- 
day to see whether the au- 
thorities would contesr a ru- 
ling issued by the electoral 
commission Tuesday giving 
the opposition control over 
the capital, with 60 out of 
110 seats on the city coun- 
cil. 

The deadline for lodging 
complaints was Saturday af- 
ternoon, but a local judge 
told independent radio B-92 
that the court would wait 
until Monday in case any 
appeals had been sent by 
post. 

A top official from New 
Democracy, one of the So- 
cialists’ coalition partners, 
said that according ro unof- 
ficial information, the rul- 
ing party would contest the 
ruling. 

“This would mean that 
they are refusing to take ad- 
vantage of the exit door of- 
fered to them to end this cri- 
sis,” Tahir Hasanovic. New 
Democracy secretary gener- 
al, said in an interview Sun- 
day with the opposition pa- 
per Demokratija. 

The junior coalition party 


is currently at odds with Mr. 
Milosevic's Socialists and 
has called for the opposition 
victories to be recognised 

Some 30,000 protestors 
celebrated two straight 
months of daily demonstra- 
tions Saturday in a carnival 
mood. with hundreds 
dressed up as huntsmen, 
soldiers, miners, air host- 
esses or nurses. Housewives 
came out to join the protests 
wearing aprons and carry- 
ing saucepans and brooms. 

The protest was dubbed 
“uniforms against uni- 
forms” — a dig at the riot 
police who have been put 
on the streets by the regime. 

Vuk Draskovic, another 
leader of the opposition 
Together Coalition, told the 
crowd that the two months 
of protests had seriously 
weakened Mr. Milosevic's 
regime. 

“After two months of 
protests, he has lost the sup- 
port of the army and the 
church. The only thing he 
still has is the state televi- 
sion and the media,’’ he 
said. 

Meanwhile, about 1,000 


Serbs demonstrated Satur- 
day in Pristina, capital of 
Serbia's southern, A1 ban- 
ian-majority province of 
Kosovo, in protest at a car- 
bomb attack against the 
Serb rector of the universi- 
ty- 

Radivoje Papovic and his 
driver were both badly in- 
jured in the blast on Thurs- 
day and are in hospital in 
Belgrade. 

During the half-hour de- 
monstration which went off 
without incident, Pristina 
Mayor Dusan Simic blamed 
the attack on ethnic “Al- 
banian separatists" who he 
said were supported by Al- 
bania 

In a jibe at opposition 
protests in Belgrade, he 
iiid: “Those who in Bel- 
grade are trying to under- 
mine Serbia and those who 
kill Serbs and loyalist Al- 
banians here are manipulat- 
ed by the same foreign 
hands.” 

Three Albanians reputed 
to be pro-Belgrade, have 
been assassinated in the past 
10 days in Kosovo. 


Austrian 
press says 
Vranitzky 
exits on cue 

VIENNA (R) — Austrian 
newspapers said Sunday 
Chancellor Franz Vranitz- 
ky 's decision to resign after 
more than a decade in po- 
wer was well timed and 
praised the political talents 
of designated successor 
Viktor Klima. 

Mr. Vranitzky. Europe's 
second longest-serving lea- 
der after German Chancel- 
lor Helmut Kohl, an- 
nounced Saturday he was 
stepping down and named 
Finance Minister Klima as 
his successor as chancellor 
and Social .-^Democratic 
Party leader... 

“Klima follows Vranitz- 
ky: the Social Democrats 
set about rebuilding their 
fortunes," wrote the daily 
Kurier in an editorial, fore- 
casting a wide-ranging re- 
shuffle of the Social De- 
mocrat team. 

Mr. Klima, 49, was cast 
from the same mould as his 
predecessor but had greater 
determination and was more 
adept at winning opponents 
round, the paper said. 

“Klima represents conti- 
nuity’ but with different 
means. He is cleverer, 
more capable of getting the 
desired results and has a 
better instinct for power," 
Kurier said. 

The chancellor-designate 
could face his first challenge 
within days. The conserva- 
tive People’s Party, which 
governs in coalition with the 
Social Democrats, has insis- 
ted it wants a say in the ap- 
pointment of a new finance 
minister. 

“We want to make our 
thoughts known and we do 
not want to find out via the 
media," said People's Party 
leader Wolfgang Schues- 
seL apparently smarting 
from Mr. Vranitzky’s fail- 
ure to inform him in ad- 
vance of his resignation. 

Social Democrat Parlia- 
mentary Speaker Heinz 
Fischer swiftly dismissed 
Mr. Schuessel’s demands. 

“That is not in the coali- 
tion agreement," he said. 

Mr. Klima appeared to 
have gone underground, 
keeping out of the media 
spotlight and maintaining 
silence on his future plans. 

Earlier Mr. Klima reluc- 
tantly accepted the job at 
the helm of goverment af- 
ter Chancellor Vranitzky’s 
exit from politics but said 
the move did not quite fit 
in with his plans. 

A tightlipped Klima, hav- 
ing shunned the public spot- 
light for days, offered only 
one sentence to comment on 
his meteoric rise through the 
ranks of Austrian politics to 
government head in less 
than five years. 

“1 did have a different 
plan for my life, but I guess 
I'm going to do it,” he told 
Austrian state television 
late Saturday over a mobile 
telephone. 


Sunni Muslim militants torch 
Iranian Cultural Centre in Lahore 


LAHORE, Pakistan (AFP) 
— Hundreds of Sunni Mus- 
lim militants Sunday set fire 
to the Iranian Cultural Cen- 
tre in Lahore, a day after a 
bomb blast killed 26 people, 
police said. 

Around 800 people chant- 
ing slogans denquncing the 
killing of ZiauY Rehman 
Farooqi, chief of the Sipah- 
i-Sahaba Pakistan (SSP) 
party in the bomb blast, at- 
tacked the building in cen- 
tral Lahore. 

They removed furniture 
and literature from the buil- 
ding then set it on fire, they 
said. No casualties were re- 
ported but the building was 
badly damaged. 

There has been growing 
rivalry between Pakistan’s 
majority Sunni community 
and Shi’ite Muslims. 

Hie SSP accuses Iran of 
backing Pakistan’s minority 
Shi’ite community, while 
Iran accuses the SSP of 
involvement in a murderous 
campaign against Pakistan's 
Shi’ites. 

Farooqi was killed and bis 
deputy Azam Tariq was crit- 
ically wounded when a 
remote controlled bomb on 
a motorbike exploded out- 
side a Lahore court. 

The two SSP leaders, 
escorted by a heavy police 
contingent including com- 
mandos, were being 
brought to the court to ans- 
wer charges involving the 
murder of several Shi'ite 
leaders. 

On top of the 26 dead, 
more than 60 people were 
injured. 

The angry crowd marched 
to the Iranian centre after an 
SSP rally in the city during 
which speakers condemned 
Shi ’ire Muslims and Iran. 

The SSP activists blamed 
Tehran for backing terror- 
ism in the country and 
demanded the expulsion of 
Iranian representatives from 
Pakistan. 

Pakistani authorities dep- 
loyed police arojrnd Shi'ite 
and Sunni mosques in ma- 
jor cities after the bomb at- 
tack. / 

Police have been put on 
“red alert” and strict securi- 


ty has been ordered “to pre- 
vent sectarian violence and 
acts of terrorism." Raza Zia, 
the chief of Islamabad po- 
lice, said. 

Officials said security had 
also been tightened around 
bus stands, airports and 
other public places and a 
ban had been imposed on 
pillion riding on motorcy- 
cles. 

Police, who lost 19 men in 
Saturday's bomb blast, 
were present in large num- 
bers near the SSP rally but 
did not intervene to stop the 
march, witnesses said. 

Qazi Hussain Ahmed, 
chief of the fundamentalist 
Jamaat-i-Islami party, and 
other party officials were 
angrily turned away when 
they tried to join the SSP 
meeting, witnesses said. 

Saturday's bombing sent a 
shock wave across the 
country, heightening fears 
of increased sectarian vio- 
lence. 

A strike was observed in 
the Punjab town of Jhang 
where the SSP has its head- 
quarters and also in Farooqi 's 
home town of Samundari. 

Shops and markets were 
closed in nearby Rawalpin- 
di where SSP activists 
staged protest rallies. 

The SSP chief was con- 
testing elections from two 
constituencies in Punjab 
province. Sources said his 
supporters set fire to an 
election office of rival can- 
didate Fakhre Imam in 
Kabirwala and blocked traf- 
fic in several other Punjab 
cities demanding the arrest 
of the killers. 

The SSP has been in- 
volved in bitter rivalry with 
the shi'ite militant group. 
Sipah-i-Muhammad Pakis- 
tan (SMP). which was set 
up to counter a strong anti- 
Shi’ite campaign launched 
by the Sunni group after it 
surfaced in 1985. 

SSP founder Haq Nawaz 
Jhangvi was assasinated in 
Jhang in March 1990. 

Farooqi who replaced 
Jhangvi was honoured by 
the Saudi Arabian govern- 
ment with awards for his 
book highlighting the Isla- 


mic policy of late Saudi 
King Faisal. 

Sunnis who are the domi- 
nant, community in Pakistan 
and Shi' ites, who make up 
some 20 per cent of the 130 
million population, have 
largely lived in peace. 

Commentators and ana- 
lysts attribute the sectarian 
tension since Pakistan's 
independence 50 years ago 
to activities by militants 
who get foreign finance. 

In 1990 an Iranian diplo- 
mat Sadeq Ganji was shot 
dead in Lahore. The murder 
was blamed on the SSP. 

Iran strongly condemned 
Sunday what it described as 
a “savage and terrorist” 
arson attack on its cultural 
centre in Lahore and urged 
the Pakistani government to 
punish the culprits. 

“This is a savage and ter- 
rorist act and we demand 
the Pakistani government to 
arrest those responsible for 
this inhuman act.’’ Iran’s 
cultural attache in Pakistan, 
whose identity was not 
revealed, told state televi- 
sion. 

Iranian television said the 
attack by SSP “thugs and 
terrorists" had “completely 
destroyed" the Eghbal La- 
buri Library in the cultural 
house. 

“The library was a main 
centre of publication for 
Farsi-language books and a 
joint heritage of Iran and 
Pakistan,” it said. It con- 
tained some 12,000 pre- 
cious books, including the 
Muslim holy book the Ko- 
ran, the television said. 

Iran’s deputy parliamen- 
tary speaker, Hassan Ro- 
han i, urged Pakistan to rein 
in extremist groups engaged 
in violence against the mi- 
nority Shi’ite Muslim com- 
munity there. 

“These groups disrupt Pa- 
kistan’s security and harm 
unity among Muslims,' 1 he 
said in a meeting with 
Pakistani Foreign Minister 
Yaqub Khan, who visited 
here last week. 

- His comments came after 
the gunning down of wo 
shi'ite leaders in the Pakis- 
tani province of Punjab. 


S. Africa approves arms sale to Algeria 


CAPE TOWN (R) — South Africa said 
Sunday it had approved the sale of “non- 
lethal” military equipment to the Algerian 
government which is fighting Islamic fun- 
damentalists. 

“Late last year the National Conventional 
Arms Control Committee (NCACC) app- 
roved the marketing of non-lethal equip- 
ment to Algeria," a spokesman for the De- 
partment of Foreign Affairs told reporters. 

He have no details of die deal, but the 
Johannesburg-based Sunday Independent 
newspaper said the equipment consisted of 
pilotless military aircraft. It did not give a 
value for the contract. 

President Nelson Mandela’s government, 
which took office in South Africa’s first 
democratic elections in April 1994, has 
pledged not to sell arms to states in conflict 
or governments which abuse human rights. 

It set up the N.CACC to vet all deals and 
ensure they met guidelines intended to 
clean up the image of South Africa’s aims 
industry, which exported without scruple 
during the apartheid years. 


But despite the guidelines Mr. Mandela's 
government is contemplating selling arms 
to Syria, at the centre of a perennial conflict 
zone, drawing Pretoria into a row with 
Washington. 

The Department of Foreign Affairs said 
last week the cabinet had yet to decide on 
whether South African companies would be 
given permission to bid for the Syrian con- 
tract, involving the upgrading of aimin g 
technology on Soviet-built T-72 tanks. 

But the local Sunday Times reported 
Sunday that leaked cabinet minutes showed 
the cabinet had approved the signing of a 
contract pending a final go-ahead from 
Deputy President Thabo Mbeki. 

“South Africa's plans to export three bil- 
lion rand ($641 million) worth of tank fir- 
ing control systems to Syria are far more 
advanced than the government claimed,” 
the paper said. 

The foreign affairs spokesman said there 
was no immediate comment on the Sunday 
Tunes story. 
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Mutually beneficial economic ties 

JORDANLVN-IRAQI relations are on the mend. 
Judging by the business-like atmosphere that sur- 
rounded talks here between Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti and Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister 
Tarcq Aziz and negotiations held in Baghdad 
between two Jordanian ministers and their Iraqi 
counterparts, we might never restore relations to 
what they were before Aug. 2, 1990. But we might 
be heading towards reaching a formula under which 
the two countries can cooperate and achieve mutual 
benefits from this cooperation. 

The fact that the two governments have reached 
agreement on a new trade protocol and on the terms 
of continued supply of Iraqi oil to Jordan means 
that Baghdad and Amman need not see eye-to-eye in 
the political sphere in order to work for their mutu- 
al benefits. Rather, Jordan and Iraq have chosen to 
agree that political differences should not impede 
normal economic ties between two Arab neighbours. 

While it is perhaps too early to jump to conclu- 
sions about where the Jordanian-Iraqi relations are 
headed, it is worth noting that Amman and 
Baghdad have begun a process, which will ultimate- 
ly prove to other Arabs that economic relations 
among them can be conducted in a way that is not 
governed by political considerations. It so happens 
that Iraq needs us as much as we need it. Thus, the 
new economic ties that are being moulded can also 
keep contacts between the two peoples alive and 
strong. 

As representatives of the Arab private sector 
stressed in a recent meeting here, there is an urgent 
need to forge an Arab common market that is dri- 
ven and managed by the Arab business community 
itself. The private sector should be allowed to do 
business in an atmosphere that is affected under as 
little as possible by political considerations. Free 
trade and commercial exchange among Arab coun- 
tries can only bring mutual benefits to all of them. 
Economic development cannot be held hostage to 
political differences that might emerge among some 
Arab countries every now and then. Businessmen 
should have no reason not to trust the stability of the 
Arab market. 

But growth in the regional economy cannot be 
sustained in the long run unless the political envi- 
ronment is free from tension and instability. The 
intcr-connectedness of the economies of the region 
cannot be over-emphasised. Nor can the need to 
work towards marginalising the impact of political 
differences on economic relations that should be 
based on institutional and legally protected mecha- 
nisms. Until Arab countries are able to resolve their 
political differences, their focus should be on forg- 
ing solid economic tics and building regional eco- 
nomic structures without which they will not be able 
to compete and prosper in the age of regional giants 
and globalisation. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER lor Al Ra’i daily criticised the United 
Stales for expressing opposition to a decision by South 
Africa to sell Syria a computerised system to control 
tank cannons, saying that Washington's position 
reflect* its standing policy of depriving the Arabs of 
any sophisticated weapons to defend themselves 
against Israel's aggression. Samir Qtami said the 
United States is the world's largest trader of weapons 
and it continually supplies Israel with conventional and 
non-conveniionul arms to help it carry out aggression 
on its neighbours, but. at the same time, it tries to pre- 
vent any of these neighbours from acquiring weapons 
to defend themselves. Along with the other Western 
powers, the United States continually seeks arms trans- 
actions with countries regarded friendly to the West 
and that do not constitute any threat to the Jewish state, 
said die writer. He said the United States, using eco- 
nomic and political pressure on Pretoria, might prevent 
the sale of weapons or military equipment to Syria, but 
then it proves once again that it is not a neutral peace 
broker in the Middle East because it is openly biased 
towards Israel, helping it to stockpile a formidable 
arsenal of weapons of mass destruction, with which it 
can impose its will on the Arab countries. 

A WRITER for Al Ra’i described the ordeal currently 
facing Sudan as a repetition of the tragedy that befell 
Iraq in 1991. with the other Arab states passively look- 
ing on and watching destruction of another Arab coun- 
try without lifting a finger to help stop the disaster. 
Sultan Hattab said the war in Sudan is a conspiracy 
concocted by the enemies of the Arab Nation, which 
have isolated and destroyed Iraq and have been active 
in fragmenting and weakening the Arab World. He said 
.Arab 'leaders should step in and prevent another 
tragedy and act collectively to deter aggression on 
Sudan! The same enemies of the Arabs who have suc- 
ceeded in partitioning Iraq by creating the so-called 
safe havens for Kurds are trying to split Sudan into 
north and south, a plot which must be confronted by a 
concerted Arab stand and collective action, continued 
the writer. The war on Sudan, he added, is primarily 
directed against Khartoum and Cairo and all the lands 
of the Nile River valley, and it is a plot to enable for- 
eign forces take control of the water resources, the life- 
line of Egypt and Sudan alike. 


Economic Review 


By Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


The economics of discrimination 


INCREASINGLY, THE topic of discrimination is 
becoming a point of concern for Jordanians. His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan underscored the role of 
discrimination in escalating the inhumanness of human 
suffering in a comment published in the Jordan Times on 
Oct. 21, 1995, on a speech by His Holiness the Pope. 
Discrimination touches, to varying degrees, every aspect 
of our lives. Still, it remains a confusing issue. The fol- 
lowing are some thoughts on the topic: 

Discrimination means distinction. It does not mean 
prejudice, something which has been a source of confu- 
sion to many. In some cases, discrimination may exist 
without any prejudice. For example, one may identify 
two groups as different, while still treating them both 
equally, without prejudice. Therefore, discrimination 
may not be a “bad” thing if it does not involve prejudice. 
(For the purpose of this article, the word "discrimina- 
tion” is used to allude to discrimination with prejudice). 

How can discrimination be identified? There are two 
empirical phenomena that may be observed to signal 
discrimination in a labour market: inequality of achieve- 
ment of a certain group, and/or inequality of opportuni- 
ties that are offered to various perceptible groups. In 
other words, if one observes that a particular race or 
gender is accomplishing less than another, or that it is 
offered deficient opportunities, then this is a signal of 
the existence of discrimination in a labour market Both 
instances, which are not mutually exclusive, may be 
used to indicate the exis- 
tence of discrimination. 

The major sources of 
discrimination are: per- 
sonal prejudice, statistical 
prejudgement and 

monopoly power. 

Personal prejudice may 
be based upon taste, 
upbringing or circum- 
stance which bias a per- 
son's feelings against one 
group vis-h-vis another. It 
is manifest in labour mar- 
kets in employer preju- 
dices, where the employer 
may believe that a certain 
gender or race is incapable of performing a certain job 
or jobs. In Jordan, manifestations of this belief are 
prevalent especially when it comes to the hiring of 
women. 

Statistical prejudgement depends on the quality of 
information used to make decisions. The worse the qual- 
ity of information on labour available to an employer, 
the more it is likely the employer will use subjective cri- 
teria to make up for die information deficiency. 
Societies that either traditionally hide information or 
cannot produce reliable information are susceptible to 
this source of discrimination. TYaditionally, refugees 
suffer intensely from discrimination in the labour mar- 
ket due to statistical prejudgements. The host country’s 



nationals may not have sufficient data on the refugees to 
make objective assessments. 

As a source of discrimination, monopoly power is not 
less rampant than die other two and may be even more 
prevalent in advanced societies. If a certain tribe pos- 
sesses monopoly power in a labour market, other tribes 
will be discriminated against Why? So that those who 
control a market may main tain their hold on who gets 
what, when and how. Some members of the monopolis- 
tic tribe would see equality as a means of reducing the 
welfare of their tribe and would, therefore, refuse to 
relinquish the monopoly power. Other members of the 
tribe may not have enough incentive to act 

It may easily happen that all three sources of discrim- 
ination may exist in a labour market In which case, 
employment opportunities and the productivity of the 
whole economy are weakened as people hire less than 
optimal labour inputs. 

Discrimination is a worldwide phenomenon and, con- 
trary to common beliefs, some types of discrimination, 
such as gender discrimination, are not unique to devel- 
oping countries alone. In 1978, Fortune magazine sur- 
veyed America's top public companies and found only 
10 women among the 6,400 top paid executives. By 
199.0, the figure was up to 19 women among 4,000 sur- 
veyed executives. According to the United States’ 
Census Bureau, in 1989 only 18 per cent of American 
workers earning $50,000-75,000 a year were women; 

1 and above $75,000 only 

12 per cent Furthermore, 
the U.S. and the former 
USSR were in agreement 
on one thing: the average 
income of women relative 
to that of men in each 
country was 70 per cent 
However, there- is very 
good news for \vomen. 
The next century is theirs, 
reports a recent issue of 
the “Economist,” a con- 
servative British maga- 
zine. Jobs in the 21st cen- 
tury will require organisa- 
tional ana analytical 
skills. Women possess skills in abundance, relative to 
men. Jobs that require physical strength will be plagued 
with high unemployment rates as machine continues to 
replace brawn and, ultimately, man. Thus, it is very like- 
ly that the next one hundred years will see the rise of the 
“other" sex. 

In Jordan sexism, regionalism and all other “isms” 
persist because the size of the economic pie is small and 
because prejudice creates economic rent (benefit) to one 
group by reducing the share of the other. However, this 
type of thought is myopic. In the long run, inefficiencies 
will accumulate to haunt the future generations who will 
inherit less. They will pay the cost of the laziness of 
today's rent seekers. 


LETTERS 


Too high a price 
for a visit 

To the Editor: 

DOES JORDAN really want tourists? I address this 
open question to any concerned party as a follow up to 
the letter by the Finnish journalist Sirkka Itavaara, 
“Why is Aqaba empty?" (Jordan Times, Jan. 8, 1997). 

Now we have an article in the British press entitled 
“Petrifying price of Jordan visa." (See text of article 
below). Jordan almost certainly is now in the honoured 
position of charging the top price for any worldwide 
visa to a tourist destination. In addition, after two 
weeks, a tourist is obliged to go personally to the police 
for an extension or face a fine. 

I have been involved with tourism to Jordan for eight 
years and take every opportunity' to promote this won- 
derful and friendly country. But surely the relevant 
government departments could help to a much greater 
degree. Why. for example, is Royal Jordanian, the 
national carrier, seemingly lacking any interest in pro- 
moting Jordanian tourism with interest primarily in 
long haul connections from the Amman hub? Surely 
this lack of interest could be compensated by allowing 
international charter flights access to Aqaba and 
Amman. 

How abusrd it is that so many visitors to Jordon now 
fly into Israel. It seems, in fact, that Jordan has become 
just a satellite for Israeli tourism with a visit to Petra 
just being an add-on for a tour of Israel. Why couldn't 
Jerusalem be an add-on for tours to Jordan, or has no 
one ever considered this a possibility? 

Finally it might be an idea if a few Jordanians 


involved in tourism made a trip to Sinai, and especial- 
ly Sharm Al Sheikh, to see how Egypt really says wel- 
come to tourists. 

David G. Sellers, 
Managing Director, 
CCH Havel, 
P.O. Box 7322, 
Limassol, 
Cyprus. 

Smoking life away 

To the Editor: 

SMOKING IS something we live with every day. It is 
something we cannot and are not allowed to ignore. 

Sometimes I wonder why people smoke, but 1 never 
found a convincing answer. Perhaps people who 
smoke have so many troubles they do not find any 
other way out; they are perhaps so desperate they do 
not find life worth living. 

Some turn to cigarette smoking to calm down, they 
say. It is sort of a shelter. 

Life is so precious, there are many exciting things to 
experience, to explore; there are so many nice people 
and beautiful places to visit, so many opportunities to 
grab. 

Whenever you lit a cigarette think of all the things 
you are going to miss. Health is an blessed gift from 
God. and we should take good care of it. 

Suha DaQal, 
National Orthodox School, 
Amman. 


Petrifying price pf Jordan visa 


By Cath Urquha 

JORDAN HAS taken a 
commanding lead in the 
tourist visa price league by 
increasing the cost of a sin- 
gle-entry visa for British 
passport holders from £2S 
to £72. 

The Daily Telegraph 
understands that the 250 
per cent price rise, intro- 
duced last month, makes 
Jordan’s tourist visas the 
most expensive in the 
world for British visitors. 

Anyone thinking of bor- 
der-hopping will be in for 
even more of a shock — a 
double-entry tourist visa 
now costs £141, up from 
£48. 

Brian Coxall. a reader 
from Beckenham in Kent, 
learnt of the rise when he 
booked a holiday in Jordan 
with Kuoni. “I don’t object 
to paying a reasonable visa 
fee. but 1 think £72 is very 


high," he said. “And they 
should have given us more 
warning of the price rise.” 

A spokeswoman for the 
travel agent Trailfinders, 
which caters for many bud- 
get travellers, said: “Some 
independent travellers have 
told us they won't go to 
Jordan because of this price 
rise." 

Munther Qabbah, consul 
at the Jordanian Embassy 
in London, said the 
increase reflected the prices 
that Jordanian visitors to 
Britain are charged. 

“I understand from many 
people that the British 
Embassy in Jordan is 
charging Jordanians about 
£65 for a single-entry 
tourist visa,” he said. He 
added that Jordan was still 
keen to receive British visi- 
tors and explained that 
most could avoid the high 
fees by buying their visas 
on arrival. 


British passport holders 
flying into Amman, arriv- 
ing by sea or entering via 
most land borders can buy 
a tourist visa on the spot for 
about £20. The few visitors 
who enter from Israel over 
the AUenby Bridge border 
crossing must buy a visa in 
advance. 

A Foreign Office 
spokesman denied that 
Britain charged Jordanians 
such high fees for single- 
entry tourist visas. He said 
these cost £33 for residents 
of any country who needed 
a visa to visit Britain, 
including Jordan, and that 
£65 was the cost of a multi- 
ple-entry tourist visa valid „ 
for two years. 

A spokeswoman for 
Kuoni said: “The situation 
does seem to be rather con- 
fused at the moment" 
Kuoni is advising clients to 
buy £72 visas before travel- 
ling, in case there are 


delays for visitors who try 
to buy visas on entry. 

But Jim Smith, managing 
director of Jasmin Tours, 
which also offers holidays 
in Jordan, said he was 
advising his clients to buy 
the cheaper visas on arrival. 

The Daily Telegraph has 
been unable to fmd any 
country that charges British 
visitors more than £72 for 
tourist visas, although busi- 
ness travellers face higher 
charges in some countries. 

Our research suggests 
that Vietnam, Bangladesh 
and Pakistan vie for second 
place with £40 single-entry 
tourist visas — compared 
with the £10-£20 charged 
by most countries for 
which Britons need visas 
We are keen to hear of 
any high-charging coun- 
tries w e have overlooked. 

Daily Telegraph 
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Jordan’s democracy 
— still ‘no clear 
sense of direction’ 


By Waleed M. Sadi 

JORDAN IS now in the 
eighth year since the re in- 
troduction of democracy in 
1989, with no sign yet that 
the democratic process has 
a clear sense of direction. 

The most conspicuous 
signal that democracy in 
Jordan is in a maze is its 
inability to articulate legis- 
lations which are organical- 
ly linked to the democratic 
process. There is a broad 
agreement that the most 
important legislation in this 
regard is the proposed new 
election law. Prime Minster 
Abdul Karim Kabariti has 
admitted in a recent com- 
ment to a national forum 
assembled to air out views 
on the features of the new 
legislation that there is no 
national consensus on the 
law to govern future parlia- 
mentary elections. What the 
prime minister probably 
meant was that the govern- 
ment and opposition do not 
seem to agree on a common 
formula to conduct national 
elections in the future. 

The sticking point for 
many is die one-man, one- 
vote criterion which several 
factions view as anathema 
to contemporary democracy 
because it allegedly con- 
tributes to tribalism and 
unfair election practices. 

In actual terms, die one- 
man, one-vote formula is 
well enshrined in interna- 
tional standards. And in the 
final analysis, it is the voter 
herself or himself who 
decides whether to promote 
tribalism or clanship or 
whatever. 

No election system suc- 
ceeds unless the people use 
it properly and on the basis 
of contemporary standards. 

I cannot understand why 
the existing differences on 
the proposed election law 
could not be resolved on the 
basis of international norms 
since we have ratified a 
number of international 
instruments which shed 
light on how to attain oper- 
ational democracy in any 
given country which is a 
state party to these instru- 
ments. 

Unfortunately, we have to 
appeal to the outside world 
for guidance because we 
have failed to elaborate and 
apply our own Constitution 
through court decisions as 
most countries do. Not 
blessed with a constitution- 
al court and not granting the 
existing court system the 
necessary jurisdiction to 
pronounce itself on contro- 
versial constitutional provi- 
sions, we have been effec- 
tively deprived of benefit- 
ing from a living and rele- 
vant constitution. 

Given this near constitu- 
tional void, the country 
should consult relevant 
international law on the 
subject, especially the part 
which Jordan has become 
treaty obligated to honour. 

The same goes for the 
current controversy over the 
salient points in the Press 
and Publications Law. 
When in doubt, the govern- 
ment should not hesitate to 
refer to international stan- 
dards in a bid to settle a 
stand off on any issue per- 
taining to democracy in the 
country. Given the promi- 
nence of laws on elections 
and freedom of the press in 
any viable democracy, until 
the country arrives at a con- 
sensus based on internation- 
ally binding norms our 
democracy remains handi- 
capped. 

V* faci our democ- 
ratic process has yet to run 
its fitil course suggests that 
all is not well with it at this 
point in time. In a way it is 
only natural that ’ our 
democracy still lacks in 
*an qne way, since a 
SfS*!* expcrimen£at ion 

is too short a penad for it to 
2 ?! 10 fniition. The 
J2J deve I°pment of democ- 
JS requires a 

fp L dmC h***® jt is per- 
^ or nearing perfection. 
Owing tins penod. before 

a fiiH _ fledged 
democracy, both the gov- 

^ent and the 

share equal responsibly 


for nurturing a viable and 
operational democracy. 
Judging by our own democ- 
ratic experience, that 
should be the case in 
Jordan. 

One can list many short- 
comings of the government 
and an equal list of faults 
which are the making of the 
people themselves. The lack 
of full involvement of the 
public in the democratic 
process is amply demon- 
strated by several vital 
signs: low turnout percent- 
age of voter registration and 
voting and strong support to 
tribe, clan or family candi- 
dates. This is not to mention 
the regionalism, sectarian- 
ism and ethnic factors, sup- 
ported by most of us, 
including the so-called 
enlightened people. 

Even if we presume that 
some governments high- 
lighted or promoted these 
negative aspects, the final 
responsibility for their 
endorsement rests with the 
electorate who, alone, 
makes the final determina- 
tion on how to cast their 
votes at the ballot boxes. 

The preoccupation of the 
majority of Jordanians with 
daily life issues, due to the 
economic situation prevail- 
ing in the country, has led to 
a poor public participation 
in the efforts to protect and 
promote the democratic 
process. 

Lack of a strong democra- 
tic tradition also makes peo- 
ple weary of venturing into 
strong involvement in 
democracy and defence of 
basic human rights. There is 
always a fear and anxiety, 
entertained by most of us, 
that involvement in democ- 
ratic causes would get us 
into trouble and makes us 
suspect in the eyes of the 
government. And even 
though, we, Jordanians, tend 
to be highly politicised and 
reasonably informed, we 
are repeatedly swayed by 
considerations that turn out 
to be more subjective than 
objective. 

Successive governments 
have also contributed to the 
current state of imperfec- 
tion of our democratic 
process. True democracy in 
any part of the world 
requires a well-developed 
infrastructure, for which the 
state bears primary respon- 
sibility. The constant trend 
to encourage the emergency 
court system suggests to the 
public that the martial law 
regime is always around the 
comer. 

While there is a wide 
appreciation of the need for 
a state security court, in 
times when internal or 
external security is threat- 
ened, there is no public sup- 
port for an expanded juris- 
diction for such an excep- 
tional court regime when in 
fact there is no such a dan- 
ger. 

According to established 
norms worldwide, the oper- 
ation of an extraordinary 
court must bo preceded by a 
declaration of a state of 
emergency. A state court is 
often credited with a more 
expeditious rendering of 
justice but, unfortunately, 
the legal safeguards avail- 
able to. a normal civilian 
court litigation are often 
absent. 

France has been reputed 
to be the first state ever to 
have introduced an emer- 
gency court system to deal 

wuh security-related issues 

jn the distant past. France 
has now abolished this 
exceptional court system. 

I would venture to classi- 
fy the limited resort to an 
e /” er 8 enc y court system, 
the establishment of a court 
pstem authorised to make 
legal pronouncements on 
constitutional provisions, 
the elaboration of a fair and 
balanced election law and 
the articulation of a progres- 
sive and responsible law on 
the freedom of the press as 
principal elements in the 
Squired infrastructure for 
democracy in Jordan. 

We cannot expect to attain 
all theses objectives all. at:. 
°nce, but we need to begin . 

l° n g road towards that 
end. 
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Arafat seeks to assure settlers 


Jordan, Iraq agree on oil price 


(Continued from page 2 ) 

Jordan is exempt from the 
international sanctions 
imposed against Baghdad 
following the Augusf 1990 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. 

In comments carried by 
the Jordan News Agency. 
Petra, Mr. Abul Ragheb 
described the mission lo 
Baghdad as success. 

•The delegation’s visit 
has been crowned with suc- 
cess as the negotiations 
yielded very positive 
results and paved the way 
for cementing Jordanian- 
Iraqi economic ties," Mr. 
Abul Ragheb told Petra. 

Voicing Jordan’s appreci- 


ation of Iraq’s increase of 
free oil supplies to Jordan, 
Mr. Abul Ragheb said that 
Iraq bad never failed to 
supply Jordan with its oil 
needs over the past few 
years reflecting the strong 
ties between the two coun- 
tries. 

The two ministers were 
accompanied by senior 
officials from the ministries 
of finance, transport and 
post and communications 
in addition to energy and 
mineral resources and 
industry and trade. 

The Amman Chamber of 
Industry CACI), which has 
been exerting strong efforts 
to increase Jordanian 


exports to Iraq, welcomed 
the Jordan! an-Iraqi agree- 
ments. 

"An increase of the goods 
exported to Iraq will have 
very positive effects on 
trade between the two 
countries and reflect the 
strong brotherly ties 
between the Jordanian and 
Iraqi peoples," ACI Presi- 
dent Khaldoun Abu Hassan 
said. 

Mr. Abu Hassan said 
the agreements would lead 
to increased transport 
activities and strengthened 
ties in trade and industry as 
well as exchange of ser- 
vices between the two 
sides. 


Haarete reports September letter from Christopher 


(Continued from page 1) 

that his government has 
given its maximum to the 
peace process," said the 
paper. 

The peace negotiations 
between Israel and Syria 
were suspended by Mr. 
Peres in February last year 
following a wave of mili- 
tant suicide bombings in 
Israel. 

Tension between the 
neighbours has been 
intense since Mr. 
Netanyahu took office four 
months later, with both 
sides accusing the other of 
planning military strikes. 

Syria insists that any 
future peace deal must 
involve the return of the 
Golan, and was infuriated 
when Mr. Netanyahu 
announced a plan to expand 


the Israeli settlements on 
the plateau. 

In an interview on Israel 
radio, a former Israeli 
negotiator, Itamar Rabi- 
novitch, revealed the Israeli 
conditions for a resumption 
of talks. ** 

"What is needed is a 
mutual desire to advance 
the process.” he said. “As 
soon as that situation exists, 
the formal conditions are 
□o longer important.” 

“I saw as problematic the 
Syrian stance to return 
exactly to where talks 
broke off. You can’t 
demand a new government 
keep the same political line 
as the previous one. If the 
Syrians will understand 
this, it will be possible to 
re-open negotiations,’' he 
said. 


Sudan rebels claim 
killing 150 troops 

(Continued from page X) 

threw of the country's govern- 
ment Sudan's Alwan newspa- 
per reported Sunday that some 
3,000 rebels were preparing to 
attack government troops from 
U ganda. 

Alwan, quoting unidentified 
security officials, said the 
rebels had some 20 armoured 
vehicles and weapons. 

Meanwhile, Sudanese Vice- 
President A1 Zubair Moham- 
mad Saleh arrived in Saudi 
Arabia on Sunday to discuss 
the fighting in his country, a 
Saudi official said. 

The official declined to give 
further details. 

Sudanese opposition leader 
Sadeq A1 Mahdi is also visiting 
Saudi Arabia to make a pil- 
grimage to Mecca and could 
meet Saudi government offi- 
cials. sources close to Mr. 
Mahdi said. But they did not 
say whether Mr. Mahdi might 
meet General Saleh. 

Mr. Mahdi. a former prime 
minister and head of the north- 
ern opposition party Umraa, 
refused to meet secretly with 
Mr. Saleh while he was in 
Cairo last week, the sources 
said 

Mr. Saleh is expected to 
deliver a message to Saudi 
Arabia's King Fahd from 
Sudanese President Omar Hns- 
san Al Bashir about “develop- 
‘ merits ~Tn east<5ri~ “ ^udan.” ' 
Sudanese diplomats said. 


(Continued from page 1) 

deal, we have signed peace 
with all the Israeli people,” 
Mr. Arafat said Sunday. “This 
is something new.” 

Mr. Arafat's conciliatory 
words contrasted sharply 
with the speech in Hebron a 
day earlier by Palestinian 
security chief Jibril Rajoub, 
who accused the settlers of 
fomenting “hate and vio- 
lence and terror” and sug- 
gested the -city would be bet- 
ter off without them. “They 
are big stones on our chest, 
and we have to take them 
off,” be told a rally on Satur- 
day. 

David Bar-IDan, a top aide 
to Mr. Netanyahu, welcomed 
Mr. Arafat’s words as “an 
invitation to dialogue with 
the settlers.” 

Settler spokesman David 
Wilder, however, said h£r. 
Arafat's visit was “a day ,of 
national mourning for the 
Hebron settlers,” and called it 
“despicable” that Mr. 
Netanyahu bad handed con- 
trol of the town to the Pales- 
tinians. 

Waving to the crowd from 
the window of his helicopter, 
Mr. Arafat landed in Hebron 
at 12:45 p.m. (1045 GMT). It 
was his first visit in more 
than 30 years to Hebron — 
the last West Bank city to 
come under Palestinian rule. 

A sea of Palestinians wav- 
ing flags greeted Mr. Arafat, 
who was surrounded by 
police as he climbed out of 
the helicopter. 

“Long live Palestine" and 
“Long live Arafat,” the 
crowd chanted. “We waited a 
long time for you,” read one 
sign. 

Mr. Arafat wearing his 
trademark black-and-white 
keffiyeh and green khaki uni- 
form, saT aiop the open sun- 
roof of the car, reaching into 
the crowd to shake bands and 
throw kisses as he was driven 
the 100 metres from the 
landing pad to the military 
headquarters. 

“I declare Hebron a liberat- 
ed city.” he announced there. 

Mr. Arafat said the Pales- 
tinians’ next goal is to take 
control of “Area C" — the 


70 per cent of the West Bank 
still under Israeli control and 
establish on independent 
Palestinian state. 

“1 call on all of you to 
come together to build this 
independent Palestinian 
state,” he said. “We will con- 
tinue until Jerusalem.’’ 

Mr. Arafat thanked U.S. 
President Bill Clinton, Egypt- 
ian President Hosni Mubarak, 
and “my brother” King Hus- 
sein for their help in reaching 
the Hebron agreement. 

Nabil Amr, an adviser to 
Mr. Arafat, told the crowd 
that Mr. Arafat was last in 
Hebron in 1965. when he 
organised guerrilla cells to 
fight Israel. 

The handover was original- 
ly supposed to take place in 
March 1996. but was delayed 
because of Israel’s concerns 
for the safety of the settlers 
who live in amid 120.000 
Palestinians in Hebron. Israel 
retains control of 20 per cent 
of the city where the settlers 
live. Mr. Arafat said Hebron 
was a springboard for further 
Israeli withdrawals in the 
West Bank. He said Israel 
would release Palestinian 
women prisoners in a few 
days followed by the eventu- 
al release of Sheikh Ahmad 
Yassin, the spiritual leader of 
the Hamas movement. 

“Hebron is a springboard 
for what comes aflcr...so that 
we can establish our indepen- 
dent Palestinian slate, you 
have a big responsibility.” 
Mr. Arafat said in Arabic. 

“A promise is a promise, 
we will continue to 
Jerusalem,” he added to 
applause. 

Mr. Arafat has made the 
same promise about making 
Arab East Jerusalem his cap- 
ital in every Palestinian town 
be has “liberated” since 
arriving in Gaza in July 1994 
to lead the self-rule authority. 

Jewish settlers in Hebron 
had expressed fears ahead of 
Mr. Arafat's arrival that he 
would incite Palestinian vio- 
lence against them in the 
volatile city. 

“I tell you we will abide by 
oiir commitments in the 
agreement,” Mr. Arafat 
shouted, shaking his fisL “We 


will abide by what is upon us 
and they must abide by what 
is upon them.” 

Mr. Arafat said that with the 
long-awaited accord sealed 
with Mr. Netanyahu. Pales- 
tinians had now achieved 
understandings with both 
left- and right-wing Israelis. 

Hie 120-seat Israeli parlia- 
ment approved the agreement 
with 87 votes and “this is 
something new in the Middle 
East region.” the president of 
the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) said. 

The swaying crowd let out 
a roar when Mr. Arafat said 
Palestinians in Israeli jails, 
especially the leader of 
Hamas, would soon be 
released. 

“Our brothers in the prisons 
and at the head of them. 
Sheikh Ahmad Yassin, will 
soon be released.” Mr. Arafat 
said joyfully to the crowd in 
the city known for its support 
of Hamas. 

‘To our martyrs, we say a 
vow is a vow and a destiny is 
a destiny and we will go on 
until we find the independent 
Palestinian state,” Mr. Arafat 
added, referring to those 
Palestinians killed in con- 
flicts with Israel. 

Huge Palestinian flags were 
draped on the headquarters, 
which until three days ago 
was the centre for Israel’s 
30-yeur military rule of 
Hebron, and the city was 
awash with Lhc red, green, 
black and white Palestinian 
colours. 

The large and raucous 
crowd was a change from the 
muted celebrations which 
have taken place in the city 
since it was handed over on 
Friday. 

“Abu Ammar has come to 
Hebron and blessed it." sang 
lman Al Jubeiri, as she 
cheered in celebration as Mr. 
Arafat's motorcade passed. 

“All of Hebron has come 
out to see the president 
because now we have joined 
RamaUah and Bethlehem and 
the rest of Palestine,” said 
Jihad Al Muhtasib. 40, as he 
held up his young son to see 
Mr. Arafat. 

Local companies hung wel- 
coming banners, the largest 


one the height of the three- 
storey headquarters, pro- 
claiming in bold rcd letters 
that the “Intifada Institute for 
Driving Lessons salutes the 
arrival of the Palestinian 
National Authority and its 
leader Abu Ammar” 

“We hitvc been waiting for 
this for 30 years,” Hebron 
Mayor Mustafa Natshe said. 

The agreement on Hebron, 
reached after much diplomat- 
ic arm-twisting by the United 
States, has revived hopes that 
Mr. Arafat and Mr. 
Netanyahu can see the wider 
self-rule accord through to a 
final resolution of the Israeli- 
Palestinian conflict, includ- 
ing issues like settlements 
and Jerusalem, in 1999. 

However, both Arabs and 
Jews fear violence from each 
other in Hebron where some 
2.000 Israeli soldiers will 
stay to protect the settlers. 

“If these Jewish settlers in 
Hebron who have been 
provocative to Palestinans 
here do not make problems 
there will be no problems in 
Hebron.” said Colonel 
Rajoub. 

He is in charge of the 400 
uniformed police and an 
undisclosed number of plain- 
clothes police who deployed 
in Hebron after the last Israeli 
soldiers slipped away at dawn 
on Friday. 

But Palestinian security 
sources said more than the 
400 police stipulated under 
the deal were in the city along 
with several huiidted plain- 
clothes police, with Israel’s 
tacit approval. The sources 
said Col. Rajoub would 
move his headquarters to 
Hebron from Jericho. 

Col. Rajoub. whose forces 
have been accused of human 
rights violations by civil 
rights groups, told Reuters: 
“We will punish any Palestin- 
ian who violates the law and 
any policeman who maltreats 
Palestinians will also be pun- 
ished.” 

Israel, meanwhile, protest- 
ed to the PNA Sunday 
against Col. Rajoub's call for 
Israeli settlers to get out of 
Hebrqp; an official said. 

“There, is. part of our city 
Mill bleeding and remains 


under the occupation. There 
are among us 400 sealers, 
400 stones laying on our 
chests,” said Col. Rajoub. 

A senior Israeli defence 
ministry official, who asked 
not to be identified, told jour- 
nalists. “these statements arc 
an incitement to violence 
which could lead to attacks 
on the Jewish community in 
Hebron.” 

“They are all the more seri- 
ous as they came from a 
senior Palestinian official.” 
in charge of security, he 
added. 

Mr. Netanyahu, meanwhile, 
indicated he wanted the 
Palestinians to begin fulfill- 
ing what he said were their 
peace commitments. 

Speaking on American tele- 
vision, Mr. Netanyahu said 
for the peace process to con- 
tinue there had to be an end to 
Israel's "one-way giving.” 
He also said he hoped to 
resume peace talks with Syria 
but indicated no change of 
stance over the Golan 
Heights. 

"We now have a blueprint 
on how to proceed (with the 
Palestinians). If we are going 
to proceed (hen we have got 
to end the situation of one- 
way giving by Israel and one- 
way receiving by die Pales- 
tinians. We fulfil our commit- 
ments, they fulfil theirs." Mr. 
Netanyahu said on ‘Fox 
News Sunday' television pro- 
gramme. 

“It is not only Israel that has 
to' keep its side of the agree- 
ment like the Hebron rede- 
ployment. But the Palestinian 
side has to keep their side of 
the agreement like annulling 
the PLO (Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation) charter 
that calls for Israel’s destruc- 
tion." He said on ABC’s 
‘This Week" programme that 
“a measure of compliance on 
one side should mean a mea- 
sure of compliance on the 
other side.” 

Mr. Netanyahu, in his first 
American television inter- 
views since concluding the 
agreement on Hebron, said 
his government had not 
changed its stance on 
Jerusalem. 


Abu Khajil freed on bail 


(Continued from page 1) 

stemming from a 1928 law 
related to slavery, Mr. Abu 
Khajil also faces several 
other charges including 
forgery of documents and 
official seals and illegal 
possession of firearms. 

Two others are also 
standing trial along with 
Me Abu Khajil. Ail have 
entered not-guiltv pleas! 

Tfie Sri Lankan govern- 
ment dismissed Mr. Abu 


Khajil as its honorary con- 
sul shortly after be was 
arrested. 

Newspapers are banned 
from publishing details of 
the trial proceedings under 
an order issued by the 
court. But reports in the 
local press said that at least 
two Sri Lankan witnesses, 
said to have been key to the 
prosecution ■ : ' case, had 
retracted their testimonies 
atid : "now face' perjury 
charges. 


Desert centre plans genetic boost for camels 


Camels are as crucial cts ; , they, are 
cantankerous with hy&ips ihcUcgn 
store water for days and feet ddapt- 
\ ed to walking " on ; sand:' Wbw /sd&tffc 
y tists believe That genetic engineering 
can make the creatures still more 



efficient 


By Daniel Chan 

LONDON — If the desert 
cannot be made to bloom, 
at least the animal best 
adapted to life in the arid 
wild can be made more pro- 
ductive. 

That is the thinking 
behind a genetic-improve- 
ment plan for that "ship of 
the desert” — the camel. 

“Camels can contribute 
much more to the economy 
and lifestyle of the desert 
people," believes Abdi 
Guliye, a Kenyan expen in 
camel physiology. 

Improving the genetic 
stock of the cantankerous . 
but desen-efficient beasts 
will produce better yields of 
meat, milk, wool and other 
by-products, he says. 

"More camels should be 
propagated to make them 
widely available to farmers 
and herders.” recommends 
Guliye, a disciple of camel 
geneticist Professor Reuven 
Yagil of Israel's Ben-Guri- 
on University. “Camels can 
breed only one young in 
two years. But through hor- 
mone treatment, females 
can produce more eggs and 
these can be transferred to 
other surrogate camels.” 

Normally, it takes four 
years for camels to mature, 
he says, “but if nutrition is 
improved, they can start 
breeding when they are 
three. 

“As yet, they are an 
under-utilised asset in the 
fight against famine which 
affects people in the many 
rapidly expanding desert 
areas.” 


About 60 per cent of the 
world's estimated 19 mil- 
lion camels are to be found 
in eastern Africa, so offi- 
cials from Eritrea say it is 
appropriate for a proposed 
Desert Animal Centre to be 
sited al Wekiro, in their 
country's eastern lowlands. 

In addition, agricultural 
eeonomist-tumed-diplomat 
Berhane Woldeslassie 
Kelati has pointed out, 
Eritrea has a special need, 
because camel stocks have 
been severely depleted by 
long droughts and by the 
protracted war against 
Ethiopia, which culminated 
in the regaining of Eritrean 
independence in 1993. 

The London-based United 
Kingdom Jewish Aid and 
International Development 
(UKJAID) — the charity 
responsible for finding the 
£400.000 needed for the 
Desert Animal Centre’s first 
three years — says the hos- 
tile environmental condi- 
tions not only make life 
hard for the people living 
there, but also make it diffi- 
cult to rehabilitate returning 
war refugees, many of 
whom are female-headed 
households. 

“The centre is designed to 
improve the gcoetic stock 
and productivity of desert 
animals, in particular their 
milk and meat output," says 
UKJAID director Dr Geor- 
gia Kaufmann. “It is also to 
replenish the depleted 
stocks of animals of fann- 
ers there in as short a period 
as possible. Animal dis- 
ease-control measures will 
be offered, too. 


"The genetic methodolo- 
gy involves adapting some 
of the techniques which 
have been successfully used 
on cattle — specifically 
hormone treatment and 
embryo transplants.” 
Professor Yagil, who first 
suggested the centre, will 
be its first head when fund- 
ing has been secured. He 


will be helped by staff of 
Ben-Gurion University, 
which specialises in desert 
agriculture. 

If all goes to plan, local 
herders will be the first ben- 
eficiaries, because they will 
have access to veterinary 
services provided by the 
centre. T 

But Guliye emphasises 


that, in time, the benefits 
may spread to wherever 
camels are used. 

“In Kenya, tribes which 
keep cattle are gradually 
switching to camels where 
previously they did not 
have any.” he says. “The 
world is faced with an 
expansion of deserts, partly 
due to cattle which dig their 


hoofs into the soil, thus 
destroying it. Camels do 
not destroy the soil." 

The monetary value of a 
camel in Kenya, he notes, is 
the equivalent 'of three 
cows, or 15 sheep or goats. 

A second programme is 
planned for the Desert Ani- 
mal Centre: help for the 
development of farming 


skills among women in 
rural areas where wars have 
depleted the number of 
men. Many households rely 
entirely on female labour. 

UKJAID has previously 
provided medical equip- 
ment for Kurdish and 
Somali refugees, an eye 
clinic for Zimbabwe and 
trauma-treatment instruc- 


tion for teachers and social 
workers in Bosnia and 
Croatia. 

Daniel Chan, a Malaysian 
journalist with the New 
Straits Times, is the winner 
of two entertainmem jour- 
nalism awards. This article 
is reprinted from the Gemi- 
ni News Sen’ice. 
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Arab Gulf countries expect oil 
prices to remain firm in 1997 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — budeet to a relatively hieh S 16.8 in 1995 suvl Sl* 


ABU DHABI {AFP) — 
Arab Gulf states expect 
strong oil prices in 1997 to 
bring in billions of dollars 
in additional earnings and 
lift growth in their 
economies like 1996 prices 
did, experts said Sunday. 

Although the six Gulf 
Cooperation Council 
iGCC* countries, the 
world's main oil suppliers, 
believe 1996’s 13-year 
price high will not be 
repeated this year, they are 
optimistic prices will 
remain .irm. 

"Gulf countries feel that 
1997 will be an extension 
of last year in terms of 
strong oil prices and eco- 
nomic growth although not 
necessarily the same level." 
a Riyadh-based economic 
expert said by telephone. 

“You can see optimism in 
their statements, their bud- 
gets and their outlook out- 
lined in some private 
reports. I think they have 
become even more hopeful 
after they saw the reports" 
about the freezing weather 
in the West, said the econo- 
mist who is close to Saudi 
oil and economy authori- 
ties. 

.An optimistic oil-price 
forecast was underscored in 
Saudi Arabia’s 1997 bud- 
get. which assumed a mini- 
mum price of more than 
SI 6.5 per barrel, indicating 
that the world’s top oil pro- 
ducer does not expect 
prices to go below that 
level. 

Experts said this was the 
first time in more than a 
decade that the Gulf king- 
dom has tailored its annual 


budget to a relatively high 
price compared to past bud- 
get assumptions of S14 to 
S 15 per barrel. 

The higher oil prices 
anticipated by the Saudi 
budget, released two weeks 
ago, also took into account 
the return of sanction-hit 
Iraq to the oil market after 
an absence of more than six 
years. 

Iraq began pumping more 
than 500,000 barrels per 
day (bpd) of crude in mid- 
December under an agree- 
ment with the United 
Nations allowing Baghdad 
to raise $2 billion every six 
months to buy food and 
medicine for its people. 

The resumption of Iraqi 
oil exports pushed up the 
overall output of die 11- 
nation Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries (OPEC) to nearly 26.5 
million bpd. far above its 
nominal ceiling of 25.03 
million bpd. 

The increased output has 
not affected crude prices, 
which remained higher than 
OPEC’s target of S21, 
mainly because of the 
Western cold spell. 

“There are several factors 
that govern the oil market 
and prices.” United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) acting oil 
minister Rakad Ibn SaJim 
Ibn Rakad said last week. 
“But I expect 1997 to be a 
good year in terms of 
prices." 

Oil prices in 1 996 shot up 
to their highest average 
level of around $20 per 
barrel since the end of the 
oil boom in early 19S0s. 
This compares with around 


SI 6.8 in 1995 and SI 5.5 in 
1994. 

The price rise brought the 
six GCC members" more 
than $12 billion in surplus 
funds, trimmed their budget 
deficits and boosted their 
gross domestic product by 
more than seven per cent, 
the highest in a decade. 

Saudi Arabia and Oman, 
which rely heavily on crude 
export earnings, were 
encouraged to boost spend- 
ing as they projected higher 
revenues. Bahrain, which 
has little oil. also forecast 
higher expenditures while 
Kuwait and Qatar have yet 
to release their budgets for 
fiscal 1997. 

The UAE. where a budget 
deficit became a surplus in 
1996. is expected to main- 
tain a high expenditure 
level this year, officials 
said. 

Economists said they 
expected high government 
spending in GCC states to 
trigger high growth rates as 
public expenditure still 
plays a major role in eco- 
nomic activity in the 16- 
year-old defence, political 
and economic alliance 
despite a growing tendency 
to give the private sector a 
greater role. 

“1996 was one of the best 
years for the GCC 
economies as it was remi- 
niscent of the oil boom,” 
one expert said. “Barring 
unexpected developments, 
1997 is seen as another 
good year that will combine 
with 1996 to make up for 
some economic damage 
caused by the Gulf War and 
ensuing weak oil prices." 


Tourism in Egypt 
breaks record highs 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt 
received a record 3.9 mil- 
lion tourists in 1996 and 
earned a record of more 
than S3 billion from the 
industry’ in the financial 
year 1995/96, an official 
at the tourism ministry 
said Sunday. 

“A total' of 3,S95,942 
tourists visited Egypt in 
1 996. 24.3 per cent more 
than the figure for 1 995.” 
the director general of the 
ministry's technical 
office. Sawed Mehrez. 


told Reuters. 

Tourists spent $3,009.1 
million over 23.76 million 
nights in the financial 
year, which ended on June 
30, Mr. Mehrez added. 

Their expenditure was 
$2.3 million during 20.45 
million nights in the pre- 
vious financial year, he 
said. 

The government said in 
a statement to parliament 
last month that it aimed to 
increase the number of 
tourists to 4.2 million in 


year 


the financial 
1997/98. 

Tourism in the 1995 
calendar year had already 
matched the record- 
breaking year 1992. 
Attacks on tourist targets 
by militants had led to a 
slump in 1993 and 1994. 

Tourism is Egypt's third 
largest source of foreign 
exchange, after remit- 
tances from Egyptians 
abroad and visible 
exports. 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
’ Easy job 
5 Volumes 

10 Humdinger 

1 1 Certain boat 
basins 

13 Cupid 

14 NT good guy 

16 Foretold 

1 8 — o! luxury 

20 Ensnared 

Cl Ceremony 

22 Braceipls 

23 Theatrical 
parody 

24 Manages 

26 Determine the 
boundaries of 

26 Risked 

27 Disproves 

28 ' — Restaurant" 

29 Explained 

30 Gerulaitis of 
tennis 

31 Foretold, in a 
way 

32 Bio subj. 

33 Abusive one 

34 Rec room 

35 Rescue from 
danger 

39 Sang love 
songs to 

41 Sped 

42 Provided with 
keyways 

43 Wicked 

44 Lesser 

45 Smidgens 

DOWN 

1 Certain 
European 

2 — Pompilius 
(King of Rome) 

3 Thanks — F 

4 Morally stnet 

5 Mexican dshes 

6 Takes to the 
stump 

7 Stuck in mud 

8 OK city 

9 Posed 

11 Pressed 

12 Produced mouth 
moisture 

14 Bins 
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1 20 


22 


24 


26 


26 
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34 
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1 33 


1 39 


1 42 


40 
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by Roger Jurgovan 
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15 Good — 
(easygoing) 

17 Tapers 

19 Looks secretly 

2ll Compensated 

22 Operatic voices 

23 Machine tor 
treating paper 
stock 

24 Spirals 

25 Sullied 

26 Prepared 

27 Resurrected 

29 Partition 
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31 Part of FDR 37 Stall 

33 Kidney enzyme 38 Congers 

35 Gotham eatery 40 Motor rating 

36 Bossa — letters 


Oil prices 
too low in 
real terms 
— expert 

.ABU DHABI (AFP) — Oil 
prices were too low in real 
terms in 1996 despite a rise 
in the price of oil to one of 
its highest nominal levels, 
according to a prominent 
Arab oil expert. 

Tbe price of OPEC’s bas- 
ket of seven crudes aver- 
aged around $20.03 in 
1996. but at 1973 dollar 
prices the barrel price was 
just $5.61. said Nicolas 
Sarkis, head of the Paris- 
based Arab Oil Institute. 

Mr. Sarkis, writing in the 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) economic weekly 
Emirates Today, said the 
1996 price was the equiva- 
lent to less than one third of 
the $17.15 price recorded 
during the oil boom in 
1932. 

■"The decline in real oil 
prices after 1986 has not 
only undermined the gains 
of the so-called second oil 
shock but also eliminated 
around 43.1 per cent of the 
price increase during the 
first oil shock in 1974.” he 
said. 

Mr. Sarkis said the 1996 
real price was much lower 
because of soaring infla- 
tion in recent years and the 
drop in the U.S. dollar 
against other currencies. 

Oil exports by the 11- 
nation Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) are offi- 
cially priced in the U.S. 
dollar despite calls, for the 
adoption of a basket of cur- 
rencies to offset fluctua- 
tions in the value of the 
greenback. 

The decline in both real 
and nominal prices of oil 
have hit Gulf producers 
hardest as they rely heavily 
on crude exports. 

Mr. Sarkis said the oil 
price rise in 19% boosted 
OPEC's income by $24 bil- 
lion to $156.1 billion . but 
he added the revenues 
remained much- lower in 
real terms than the 1983 
earnings. 

“The decline in OPEC’s 
real income became more 
underscored after the 
increase in its crude 
exports from around 12.9 
million barrels per day in 
1985 to 22.3 million bpd in 
1996 and a growth in the 
population of its member 
states from 369.9 million to 
475 million.” he said. 

“These developments 
have caused destructive 
effects on the income and 
economies of those oil pro- 
ducers.” he added. 


Growth forecasts in Group 
of Ten countries improve 


BASEL, Switzerland (AFP) 
— Growth forecasts have 
improved in the Group of Ten 
(G-10) countries. Bundes- 
bank President Hans Tiet- 
meyer said in BaseL speak- 
ing as chairman of the central 
bank governors’ committee. 

He said die panel’s latest 
forecasts point to a “modest 
speed-up in real growth in 
1997, and we expect a con- 
tinuation of that development 
in 1 998”. The governors’ new 
growth forecasts are a bit 
more optimistic than the ones 
they made at the start of last 
year, he said- 

inflation seems more or 
less under control in all G-10 
countries, he said, and mone- 
tary policies are appropriate 
in the majority of them. But 
‘’inflation is never van- 
quished" and the central 
banks must remain on guard 


He did not make any refer- 
ences to the situation in spe- 
cific countries. 

On another point. Me Tiet- 
tneyer, speaking in connec- 
tion with meetings at the 
Bank for International Settle- 
ments (BIS), said that the 
unemployment problem must 
receive special handling on 
the European continent. 

He said that joblessness, 
“which is essentially structur- 
al, is worrisome in Europe - 
and while strong growth 
would improve the situation, 
one must also find specific 
responses to this problem”, 
speaking in the nam e of all of 
the G-10 central bank gover- 
nors. 

Exchange rates are not a 
cause for worry, he said, par- 
ticularly if one considers the 
dollar' s level against the 
European units. 


Finally, Mr. Tietmeyer said 
he had been reappointed 
f ftftirman of the central bank 
governors’ committee, for a 

three-year term. 

In another development, 
the Basel committee on bank 
inspection submitted a report 
on transparence of financial 
conglomerates, recommend- 
ing cooperation between the 
banks' supervisory organs 
and the insurance companies. 
Me Tjetmeyer said the report 
would be sent to glO minis- 
ters. 

Next week, the committee, 
which sits at the BIS, will 
publish three reports con- 
cerning the system of 
international payments in real 
time, clearing agreements for 
derivatives, and information 
relative to the international 
payments system. 
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332100 
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Brrm 

23.25 

23.95 


SA Rival 

0.2667 

0.4321 

0.15992 

027318 

31-3313 

W.Tieu 

25.35 

25 AO 


AE Dirham •' 

0.2723 

0144125 

0.1B3J1 

0-38107 

31.994B 

Bonv 

23.25 

r£3.95 


KW Dinar 

3.3239 

5.38503 

1.99362 

4.65116 

390.625 

Dubai 


21.29 


BK Dinar' 

0.3770 

4.29 923 

159064 



UL Gas 

205.00 

206.00 


CY Pound 

2.0619 

3.3382 

12359 

2.8846 

241461 


Metal Prices 

1 



Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 








IszjSR 

HUg 

IS9 

■fa 

Gold tor’s) 

355.5 

356 




1 A il 5 ! H Aw ii < i m AM i >< i f-. 

ESI 

.. •‘.Slhrr (dA)’ ' 

■ 4-.7T 

. 4.79 ' 


USD 

5.31 

5.43 

5.56 

5.65 

541 

Platinum (o 2 'sJ 

360.6 

361. B 


GBP' 

6,-00 

SJ7 

848'- • 

';>***? 

’■'XL p -Month*}’ 


‘ 0 .* 


JPY 

0.30 

0-34 • 

0.35 

0.35 • 

048 

CU (3 Months) 

2240 

2245 

■ 

TOEM-. 

2:88 

ijL88 

•*3.00 ■ 


'pmi. 

Zinc <3 Months) 

: o 

. O '. , 


FRF 

326 

322 

320 

3.15 

320 

Lead p Months) 

0 

0 , 


CHE. 

' 1-67/. 

>75:.V 

i >*'Fi 

mm 


M p Montfij) - 

•• o • 

:■ -o ; 


ITL 

7.38 

7.05 

6.73 

6 48 

6.33 


Energy 


* JOD Cross Rates 


Commodity 


Coffee (c/lbs) 
jCotoa (S/hw) 
Sugar (S/ton) 

> Wheat (Sfton)- ■ 
Soya (c/Ibs) 
•>Ttes(stg/tig) 
BajHcy (S/tash) 

‘ .Riccr(S/toa) 


127.58 ! 

1360 ' 

305.5 | 

■ 136- i 

22.74 |' 

115 • . • * t 
2.22 • 

470 * 


Delivery 


Spot 
. Spot 
Spot 
■.'Spot 
Spill 
Spot 
Spul 
-SfMl 


Currency 


US Dollar 

DEMarlt 
• Prime <£ 
FR Franc 
JPYtn 
NL Guilder 
. IT Lira ' \ 


Source: Central 


Bijy Sell 


0.708 | 0.710 


0.4372 
0.1296 
059 

*.i ■■■x'*! 

0,4502 


04394 


0.1302 
^.8057. 
*0.392^ 

Bank of Jordan. 


Peanuts 


IF YOU STARE AT THE 
0ACKDOOR.5OWETIME5 
YOUR DINNER COMES 
OUT EARLY.. 



BUT IF you STARE 
TOO HARD... 

<3 





Andy Capp 



horoscope 

FORECAST FOR * 
MONDAY 
JANUARY 20, 1997 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Righter Foundation 

| ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Don’t allow a 
secret concern prevent you 
today from handling your 
responsibilities. Sat noth- 
ing which could later this 
evening start a distracting 
disagreement with your 
mate. Avoid any delays in 
you becoming successful 
TAURUS: (April 20 . to 
May 20) If you help ,aj 
friend with a difficulty 
today, be sure to remain 
objective and don’t allow 
the difficulty to become 
yours. Be polite in conver- 
sations and be tactful inj 
your business dealings for 
the days ahead. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Be exact when 
handling business . and 
credit matters. This will 
get your week off to a 
good start Don’t ask any 
big favours today, howev- 
er, wait until after this 
evening and try • again, 
thereby you can become 
successful. 

MOON CHILDREN^ 
(June 22 to July 2 1) This is 
not an opportune time 
today to begin any new 
projects, so wait until a 
more appropriate heriod 
Don’t listen to advite you 
don’t respect or you could 
be in much difficulty. 
Enjoy your home and fam- 
ily tonight. | 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Be sure to stick “to the 
letter” today when dealing 
with contracts or agree 
ments so that you don’ 
experience any difficulties 
Think of your true feelings 
to avoid a disagreement 
with your mate. Tone 
down your attitude. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) A fellow 
associate is apt to be stub- 
born today, so drop the 
subject until a better time 
This is not a good day to 
get into any. public ,ov char- 
ity r activities. Avoid dis- 
agreements ’ yyjth’ _ close 
friends which could create 
hostility. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) You may find 
it difficult today to get 
your surroundings in rite 
order you want, so concen 
trate on your personal 
well-being and be happy 
through the enjoyment of a 
hobby, which can be relax 
ing and relieve stress. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) A trou 
bled friend could upset 
you today, however, be 
kind since this person is 
sick in some manner and 
needs your assistance. 
Don’t indulge in ah expen- 
sive pleasure so that you 
can keep your poise and 
avoi d any difficulties. 
SAGITTARIUS: (Move- 
mber 22 to December 21) 
If a close friend has diffi- 
culties today, be a good lis- 
tener. Show your devotion 
and create some harmony 
with him or her. This’is not 
a good day or evening for 
entertaining guests, at 
home, so wait until anoth- 
er time. 

CAPRICORN: .Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) Use 
great care when driving on 
the highwy, so that you 
avoid any difficulties.' 
Avoid any people who like 
to disagree. This is a good 
time to make new friends 
since they can be helpful 
to your career activities. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) Plan how 
you’ll get your financial 
»deas across to others 
today, however, don’t take 
any action yet. You mav 
have a unique and prof- 
itable idea, so guard it very 

carefully and make presen- 
tation when the moment is 
nght. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) See if y y ou 
today get out of a foolish 
promise you’ve made 
however, be tactful. This is 
not a good day to forc * 
your way into new rela- 
tionships and take it easy 

,an d get some rest for in the 

days ahead they will he 

of January- 
QuartP' 
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Business & Finance 


Jordan Times, Monday, January 20, 1997 


Study examines reasons for low volume of credit extension to women in Jordan 


By Lola Keilaui 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Lack of 
knowledge and informa- 
tion about credit institu- 
tions, absence of spe- 
cialised women-credit 
organisations and insuffi- 
cient guarantees to qualify 
for credit are reasons 
behind the low number of 
women who enjoy credit 
in Jordan, according to a 
study. 

The study, conducted by 
Saud A1 Tayeb from Mu’ta 
University, showed that 
although the demand for 
credit increased 342 per 
cent between 1991 and 
1996 due to higher level of 
education and a high ratio 


of unemployment among 
women, the number of 
women who actually 
received credit was still 
relatively low when com- 
pared to the number of 
men who obtained loans. 

As an example. Dr. 
Tayeb quoted Agriculture 
Credit Corporation figures 
which showed that credit 
to women jumped from 
4.8 per cent of the total in 
1991 to 11.4 per cent in 
1994. Nevertheless, he 
added,” women’s share in 
obtaining credit is s till 
low." 

He explained that the 
reasons behind the low 



Aqel sees interest rates on 
dinar stabilising at current 
levels during ‘97 

** MUFLEH AQEL, a senior banker at the Arab 
Bank, expects the strict financial and monetary poli- 
cies to continue this year to achieve the targets of 
the economic adjustment programme. However, 
despite the continuation of such policies, Mr. Aqel 
sees interest rates on Jordanian dinars stabilising at 
current levels as a result of indications showing 
dinar-denominated assets gaining over those 
denominated in foreign currencies. “This stability 
would be consolidated by adequate liquidity of 
dinars and foreign currencies that the national econ- 
omy can depend upon to finance its growth ” Mr. 
Aqel stressed. 

Mr. Aqel said the Jordanian economy continued to 
achieve real growth in 1996 though at less than 
expected rates. He pointed out that preliminary esti- 


prices) despite registering a slightly higher inflation 
rate which, at 5.6 per cent, was still within accept- 
able levels though slightly higher than what was 
achieved in the past few years. 

Despite recording positive results in terms of 
building an adequate $650m of foreign exchange 
and narrowing the budget deficit, Mr. Aqel indipat-, 
ed that Jordan was not successfiiLin narrawing^e. 
trade deficit which, to, the contrary* widened a 
result of an imbalance between the growth of 
exports and imports. He said that except for some 
minor deviations, the overall economic indicators 
remained within the targets. 

Mr. Aqel expected the Jordanian economy to per- 
form better this year despite the minor deviations in 
some economic accomplishments during 1996 from 
the planned targets. He said that as the region moves 
towards political stability, the economic growth will 
be consolidated and Jordan will especially to able to 
boost its exports. 

In general, Mr. Aqel concluded, Jordan is expect- 
ed to achieve positive results that correspond with 
the aspired goal of 6.5 per cent real growth in 1997 
(A1 Dus tour). 


THE 

f 6IA? 


BETTER HALF* 


By Glasborgen 


volume were the absence 
of a specialised women- 
credit institutions and 
insufficient guarantees to 
qualify for credit from 
different funds. Dr. Tayeb 
pointed out that although 
Jordan has a number of 
credit institutions, like the 
Queen Alia Fund (QAF), 
and the Noor A1 Hussein 
Foundation (NHF) both 
institutions were not 
women-oriented. 

“The QAF gives credit to 
both men and women and 
the NHF gives credit gen- 
erally to underprivileged 
family,” said Dr. Tayeb. 

The strategy of the 
study, sponsored by the 
Development and Employ- 
ment Fund, followed two 
methods. The first was 
based on data collected 


from special credit institu- 
tions in terms of the 
amount and quality of 
credit given to women 
during the past years. The 
second was in the form of 
a questionnaire distributed 
to 2,000 women all over 
the country with varying 
levels of education. 

In the questionnaire, the 
women stated 4,608 
answers concerning the 
problems they face in 
obtaining credit. The prob- 
lems could be summarised 
as follows: 91 per cent 
wrote that it was due to the 
lack of information about 
credit establishments, 6S J 
per cent complained from 
the absence of women- 
credit institutions, 62.5 per 
cent said social barriers 
were the major obstacles 


Oil price risk seen in 
Asia’s rosy economic 
growth forecast 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — Rosy 
projections of economic 
growth in Asia may be off the 
marie because planners have 
based forecasts on conserva- 
tive estimates of crude oil 
prices, a Singapore petroleum 
industry journal has warned. 

“While high oil prices are 
not a foregone conclusion, 
these forecasts do not consid- 
er the impact to the economies 
ofoilatS25 per barrel instead 
of $18,” said the monthly 
Strategist Oil Report. 

It cautioned in hs January 
issue that inflation, budget 
deficits and balance of pay- 
ments could become "serious 
problems" for some Asian 
economies in a higher-oil- 
price environment. 

Crude oil prices are at pre- 
sent hovering at $23-525 . 

They rose to S20-S25 for 
most of 1996 even though 
analysts had forecast prices of 
around $18 . 

Most analysts believe the 
market would return to 
between $18 and $20 this 
year and hold- steady up«to 
2000 -as- healthy ofl demand 
.grdwtfrwill be met by equally 
strong supply. 

The Strategist also ques- 
tioned at what ofl price level 
the World Bank made its 
recent forecast that East 
Asia’s current economic slow- 
down was temporary. 

“Expert opinion read the 
market wrongly for 1996, 
causing more than just incon- 
venience to a few energy- 
deficit and generally less than 
affluent countries in Asia and 
around the world. 

“What if expert opinions are 
off the market again for 1997 
and beyond? With oil at $18- 
$20, East Asia is probably on 
course to achieve World 
Bank-forecast prosperity. At 
$25, the picture could look a 
lot different,” the Strategist 
said. 


With Asia’s key economies 
net-importing some 1 1.6 mil- 
lion barrels per day, most of 
them from the Middle East, 
the outflow of capital from die 
region would be roughly $4.2 
billion a year for every $1 per 
barrel increase, according to 
the Strategist. 

“Should prices stay at 
around $23 dollars per barrel 
for 1997, these economies 
would be spending at least 
$20 billion more on oil 
imports compared with 1995,” 
it said. 

It added that even if oil 
prices did fall in early 1997 on 
seasonal influences, “the like- 
lihood of them staying low 
over (he next three years is 
open to question.” 

The Strategist said that 
based on a forecast by the 
Paris-based International 
Energy Agency (IEA), world 
consumption would expand 
by between six and eight mil- 
lion barrels per day from 1997 
to 2000. 

This was unlikely to be met 
by oil-producing countries, it 
said, adding that the Oiganisa- 
-tion for Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) could seek 
a higher taiga price in the 
coming years. 

The Strategist said that for 
the energy-deficit countries, 
oil prices’ rise had so far not 
affected economic growth but 
could pose problems if it was 
sustained fra: a few more 
years. 

‘The challenge of ensuring 
high economic growth rams 
under a scenario of high oil 
prices will be felt most in the 
less well-off developing coun- 
tries India, the Philippines and 
even China," it said. 

Ofl traders have to watch 
India and China carefully as 
their combined consumption 
is about 4.9 milli on barrels per 
day, or 28 per cent of Asia's 
market, the report said 


which stood in their way. 

To overcome these prob- 
lems, Dr. Tayeb recom- 
mended that both the radio 
and television stations be 
used to inform women 
about the availability of 
credit and credit establish- 
ments, especially the Busi- 
ness and Professional 
Women Club (BPWC), the 
NHF and the Development 
and Employment Fund. He 
also proposed that these 
institutions should be 
responsible for creating 
specialised units for 
women, as well as organis- 
ing women training cours- 
es 

“I, believe that both the 
BPWC and the NHF have 
the potentials for carrying 
out such a task, especially 
that the survey showed 


that 56.1 per cent of the 
women preferred dealing 
with a women-oriented 
credit establishment" Dr. 
Tayeb said. 

The study also showed 
that 15.1 per cent of the 
1,021 women who were 
seeking loans to run their 
own projects, have failed 
in obtain such a credit. Dr. 
Tayeb attributed their fail- 
ure to the financial laws 
and legislations which, 
according to him, discrim- 
inate against women. 

"Unfortunately, our fin- 
ancial laws discourage 
women to run their own 
private projects,” he said, 
adding that although 
women can run projects 
more efficiently than men. 
"they are unable to make 
any progress in financing 


their projects without the 
help of a male relative ” 

The study catagorised 
women's professions into 
the following four types: 
householder (22.2 per 
cent), government 

employees (14.1 percent), 
private sector (14.1 per 
cent ) and 49.6 per cent as 
job-seekers- This implies 
that the majority of the 
surveyed were either 
householders or are look- 
ing for a job. However, the 
questionnaire shows that 
336 of the householders 
would like to start their 
own private business. 

The srudy also showed 
that the surveyed women, 
80 per cent of whom are 
under forty years old, 
would like to run projects 
mainly In the field of agri- 


culture (31.9 per cent), 
industry (26 per cent) and 
services (25.9 per cent). 
Other suggested projects 
were kindergartens, beau- 
ty saloons and other com- 
mercial enterprises (16.2 
per cent) 

Although women consti- 
tute 50 per cent of the total 
population, they only rep- 
resent 14 per cent of the 
labour market due to the 
dominant social customs 
and tradition. The study 
which analysed current 
credit demand by women 
suggested turning the NHF 
and BPWC into spe- 
cialised institutions to pro- 
vide loans to women to 
start their own income- 
generating projects. 
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PAST 12 
HIGH 

MONTHS 
LOB - 

COMPANT'S NAME 

P / E 

DIV. 

261.000 

205.000 

ARAB BANK 

14.1 

1.3b 

3.660 

2.900 

BANK OF JORDAN 

13.2 

0.00 

1.210 

. fSBO 

HID. BAST INV. BK. 

74. •> 

0.00 

2 . 700 

2.120 

INDUSTRIAL DEV. OK. 

5.2 

6.11 

5.250 

4.2S0 

THE HOUSING DK. 

12.5 

2.9S 

2.9S0 

2.440 

JOR. KUWAIT H.M.K 

1^.1 

0.00 

1-090 

•00 

JOR. GULF BANK 

5.8 

7.22 

4.180 

3 -80 

JOR. ISLAMIC DANK 

17.9 

0.00 

1.450 

1.000 

PHILADEL.XNV.SK. 

9 

0.00 


AMMAN MARKET 

HOUSING LlftNK CENTER AMMAN - SHHEISATI; 
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I'M IOE CHAKC 
PPSCE 


BANK SECTOR 


INDEX: 195.80 


JOR FRENCH I NS UR. 


INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 1=0.44 'CHC: 


1.830 

1.450 

.'OR. ELECTRIC PKR- 

11.3 

7.36 

9.250 

7.800 

JOR. HOTEL TOURISM 

17.7 

1.99 

1.720 

1.000 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

9 

0.00 

1.050 

.820 

REAL ESTATE INV. 

20.2 

4.10 

1.060 

.580 

JORDAN IHTL.TRAD. 

31.8 

0.00 

10.300 

7.600 

ALM'I 

9.3 

6.33 

2.200 

1.490 

KID. BAST HOTELS 

65.5 

0.00 

3.720 

3.130 

ARAB XNTL.INV.ZDUC. 

14.1 

5.62 

1.220 

.960 

ZARKA EDUCATION 

9 

0.00 

2.250 

1 -.90 

UNIFIED CO. 

11.3 

4.67 

1.200 

.820 

UNION LAND DEV. 

E 

0.00 


SERVICE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 111.46 *CHG: -C 


3.730 

3 060 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

19.2 

2.98 

6.000 

4 10 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

17.4 

3.48 

10.400 

V . >20 

JOR. PETROL. REFXNARX 

10.0 

B. 11 

3.650 

1 .650 

INDUSTRIAL COMK.AGR. 

35.6 

0.00 

4.730 

. 040 

ARAB PHAM. HANF. 

20.3 

5.45 

6.450 

5.650 

JOR. CERAMIC 1ND. 

7 

3.94 

2.330 

J 570 

JOR. PIPES MANPCT. 

9.0 

7.41 

11.600 

f-400 

ARAB CHEH. DTRECN. 

22.9 

3.57 

7.350 

4. 250 

DAR ALDAHA DV.IHV. 

13.5 

4.04 

5.800 

3.130 

ARAB ALUH.XND. 

8.9 

8.33 

.960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK G POULTRY 

9 

0.00 

1.440 

1.060 

ARAB PAPER CONV.TRD. 

8.0 

8.78 

1.680 

1.180 

NATIONAL STEEL IND. 

9 

0.00 

1.020 

.540 

NATIONAL INDS. 

10.1 

8.82 

1.580 

-.930 

I NTEHMED . PETRO . CHEH . 

9 

■0.00 

3.250 

2.2B0 

UMIV. CHEH- INDS. 

73.5 

0.00 

4.510 

3.430 

ALADDIN CO. 

22.3 

3.01 

1.720 

1.080 

ARAB PRARM-CHEM. 

28.1 

0.00 

1.550 

1.060 

KAWTHER INVEST. 

39.5 

5.45 

3.190 

1.440 

UNIV. MOON. INDS. 

5.2 

11.63 

1.930 

1 140 

JOR. INDS. RESOURCES 

17.2 

0.00 

_ 1.390 

.940 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO- 

25. 5 

0.00 

2.460 

1.750 

'EL -SAY READY WEAR 

P 

0.00 

1-380. 

■1.080 

I RTL. TOBACCO 

29.9 

0.00 

l.sao 

.930 

UNION CB. £ VEG. 

24.9 

a. oo 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS 


■GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 115.14 *CHC: 
INDEX: 153.23 »CH<3: 


PARALLEL MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOP. SUNDAY 


19/01/1997 


UNION INV. 50* 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 
AL-DAWLIXAH 75* 

JOR. IND5 . MATCH- JEMCO 
ARAB FOOD G MED. 
NATL. CHLORINE 
ARAB INTL.INV.TRD. 
NATL. TEXTILE 
NATL . MULT . ENG . NAM ICO 
JORDAN STEEL 
UNION TOBACCO 75* 
RAZI FBARM. 65* 

IND5. KNO- 
NATL. POULTRY 
MID. BAST COMPLEX 


GRAND TOTAL 


0.00 

4 

9550 

0.00 

10 

12400 

0.00 

4 

4232 

0.00 

16 

13150 

0.00 

5 

3000 

0-00 

5 

10880 

0.00 

10 

8500 

0.00 

3 

1750 . 

0.00 

12 

27600 

0.00 

10 

21750 

0.00 

6 

2250 

0.00 

13 

26550 

0.00 

42 

101750 

0.00 

10 

31126 

0.00 

43 

97900 


193 

372488 


+ : Hew 12 m-uUiB low 
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fjVjiB World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 

A truly unique shop. 


*** Jordan Marketplace 


Outstanding designs. 
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don*t need to read the opinion 
pages. I get all my opinions 
from bumper stickers.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mke Aigirion 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles. / 

one letter to each square, to form I Some ow grind 

tour onfinary words. I ««*** 


RUJOR 


YAGIL 


BALIVE 


CUNBOE 


Print mnsworlwra :\ 


THOSE LONG SHIFTS 
CAN 3£ THIS TO 
OIL WORKERS! 

> if 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


{Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: TEPID VIPER GOPHER IMPEND 
Answer: What the neighbor considered the barWng 
dog -HIS "PET PEEVE 


FOR BENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor; 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rabia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

AtK^oun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
L Fax: 810520 ) 
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1 How Service 

Develop yonri colour film at 
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JUMBO pMmtim 
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SECURITY 

HOSPITALITY 

GASTRONOMY 





Swefidk id: 823891 
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- INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL {rffgg 

- SAUNA, JACUZZI &\Uf 
MASSAGE 

-FITNESS ROOM 

- TEWIIS & SQUASH 

COURTS Y ' 

TEL: 758180 
Radio & TV Station RtL 



mmmm 


■■J ".t - V 
/ / / : . \.\ i 




F0RRENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 



n i or 

1 RENT 
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For details please caH 
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TO RDUERTISE IN 
THIS SECTION CALL 
667171/6 - .678141/4 
EHt. 223 


‘ Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
* Sushi 


PIZZA GRANDE; 
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Australian Open 

Graf, Martinez wilt in the 
heat; Pierce, Chang advance 


MELBOURNE (R) — 
German tennis queen Steffi 
Graf and other top female 
players wilted on Sunday as 
searing summer heat hit the 
Australian Open. 

Graf's campaign for a 
fifth Australian Open title 
was brought to an abrupt 
end by a combination of in- 
form South African 
Amanda Coelzer and court- 
side temperatures of up to 
50 degrees Celsius. 

Graf's 6-2 7-5 fourth- 
round defeat was her worst 
performance in Melbourne 
since she lost in the third 
round aged 14 in I9S4. 

The top seed, who was 
treated for heat exhaustion 
after the match, has had the 
shadow of her father's trial 
on tax evasion charges 
hanging over her here. The 
prosecution has asked a 
German court to jail Peter 
Graf for six years and nine 
months and a verdict in the 
case is expected on Friday. 

Graf was the biggest 
casualty on a day of upsets 
and followed fifth-seeded 
compatriot Anke Huber. 
Spain's third seed Conchira 
Martinez and American 
seventh seed Lindsay 
Davenport out of the tour- 
nament. 

“We're all human... It was 
really nasty out ihere," said 
Maninez. adding that the 
temperatures were probably 
the highest she had faced in 
her nine-year career. 

*ir couid be dangerous. I 
don't know. That question 
is for a doctor." she added. 

The woman to benefit 
most on Sunday was 16- 
year-old Swiss Martina 
Hingis, who was enjoying a 
rest day in the singles. The 
number four seed" is now 
clear favourite to become 
the youngest Grand Slam 
champion in the history of J - 
professional tennis. 

Tour officials said it. was 
the first time since tennis 
became open to profession- 



Germany’s Anke Huber in action during her fourth round loss to France's Mary 
Pierce at the Australian Open. Huber, the number five seed, lost in straight sets 6-2 6- 
3 (Reuters photo) 


als in 196S that the top 
three women's seeds had 
not made it to the quarter- 
finals of u Grand Slam 
event. Number two seed 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario of 
Spain lost on Saturday. 

Coetzer. the number 12 
seed, broke Graf on her first 
two service games and held 
on to take the first set 6-2. 

Graf, who has made hesi- 
tant starts all week, fought 
back to build up a 4-0 lead 
in the second set. 

Then she stoned to wilt, 
letting the tenacious 
Coetzer back into the game. 

Graf did not speak to 
reporters after the game but 
a statement said she had 
been treated for heat 
exhaustion and had also 
been suffering from an 
infected toe. 

■ -hr -file* statement. Graf < 
paid tribute to Coetzer. 
“She., played really .well . 
today. 1 tried everything I 
could. I tried as hard as 1 


could. I just didn't have the 
energy with the hear. But 
give her credit, she handled 
the conditions really well.” 

Martinez appeared to be 
heading for an easy win 
against 16th seed Sabine 
Appel mans of Belgium 
after winning the first set 6- 
2 and serving for the match 
at 5-4 in the second. 

Then the heat took its toll. 
She went down 2-6 7-5 6- 1 
in the jmost remarkable 
turnaround in the tourna- 
ment. 

Number five seed Huber, 
who lost in the final last 
year to American Monica 
Seles, was completely out- 
classed in losing 6-2 6-3 to 
former champion Mary 
Pierce, who also beat her in 
the fourth round on her way 
to the title in 1995. 

- American seventh seed 
Lindsay Davenport was 
beaten by. unseeded compa- 
triot Kimberly Po 7-6 6-4 in 
a tight match marked by a 


15-13 first-set tie-break. 

Graf's defeat may allow 
her to return home to 
Germany for the end of her 
father's trial. 

In the men’s draw. 
American Michael Chang 
dropped the first set to 
Ukrainian Andrei 

Medvedev then closed him 
out of the game to win 4-6 
6-2 6-2 6 - 1 . 

Chang, the World No. 2, 
will now meet ninth seeded 
Chilean Marcelo Rios, who 
defeated Swede Thomas 
Enqvist, the seventh seed. 
4-6 6-4 7-6 6-7 6-3 on 
Sunday. 

Spanish baseliners Felix 
Mantilla and Carlos Moya 
secured quarter-final berths 
against each other. 

Mantilla beat Malivai 
Washington of the -United 
States 7-5._6-2 6-1 and 
Moya won in fiye : sets, 6-3 
1-6 3-6 6r2 over 

Sweden’s Jonas Bjorkman. 


Path 

opens up 
for 

historic 

Hingis 

victory 


MELBOURNE (R) — 
Barring yet another upset 
on the Melbourne centre 
court. Switzerland’s 

Martina Hingis is on 
course to cam a place in 
tennis history at the 
Australian Open. 

The defeat on Sunday of 
a host of top women’s 
seeds, including 

Germany's World No. 1 
Sieffi Graf, leaves the 
number four seed with an 
ever clearer path to next 
Saturday's women’s final. 
r lf she makes it, the 16- 
year-old will become the 
youngest Grand Slam 
champion since tennis 
became open to profes- 
sionals in 1968. She would 
be probably the second 
youngest ever after Lottie 
Dod/who won the first of 
five Wimbledons in L8S7 
at the age of 15. although 
the amateur record books 
are full of gaps. 

But even with Graf, 
Conchita Maninez and 
Anke Huber out of the 
way, Hingis still has four 
tough matches in prospect. 
Another upset could easily 
happen. 

According to the seed- 
ings, Romania's Irina 
Spirlea should be her hard- 
est opponent. The number 
eight seed from Bucharest 
is not a Grand Slam spe- 
cialist but has dropped 
only one set on her way to 
the fourth round. 

But a tougher opponent, 
if Hingis can dispose of 
Romanian Ruxandra 
Dragomir in the fourth 
round on Monday, would 
be Slovakia’s Karina 

.^absudovai Spirlea’p 

opponent on Monday. 

Ninth seed Habsudova is 



Martina Hingis 

i 

known to strike fear into 
Slovak-bom Hingis. 

Other names in Hingis’s 
half of the draw include 
American Mary Joe 
Fernandez, the 14th seed, 
and I5th-seeded American 
Chanda Rubin. 

Rubin, 20, was a losing 
semifinalist last year and 
has enchanted the 
Melbourne crowds with 
her attacking blend of ten- 
nis. 

Even with the big names 
gone — Graf. Martinez, 
Huber and Lindsay 
Davenport — the top half 
of the draw still appears to 
-hold promise. - _ .. .j 

Two players in particular 
. standout— (African n , 
1 2th seed Amanda Coetzer 
and France’s Mary Pierce. 


. Coetzer on Sunday 
played the match of her 
life to beat Graf in the 
fourth round, breaking her 
first two services to take 
the first set 6-2 and then 
corniag back from 4-0 
down in the second to win 
the game 6-2 7-5 as Graf 
wilted in the heal (see sep- 
arate story). 

Pierce, the 1995 champi- 
on, had an easier rime of it 
against fifth seed Huber on 
Sunday, beating her 6-2 6- 
2. Pierce has dropped only 
1 1 games in her past three 
matches and the aggres- 
sive, athletic game which 
; , helped . her . to win _ .two 
..years ago .seems to have, 
returned. . .... .. 

. Pierce’s form has been at 
best erratic since her 


Melbourne triumph. Her 
best Grand Slam result 
was reaching the quarter- 
finals at Wimbledon last 
year. A troublesome shoul- 
der injury also affected her 
training. 

Pierce, who was bom in 
Canada of a French mother 
but is now based in 
Florida, decided last year 
to take a break. She 
worked on her body, rested 
and had daily treatment on 
her shoulder but did not 
touch a tennis rackuet for 
three months. 

“I feel fitter and I feel 
healthy and happy and I’m 
enjoying whatJ’m doing." 
the 22-yearTOld said Pierce 
on Sunday. “And I feel 
every day I’m improving 
with every match.’’ 


Unknown Slovak to meet 
World No. 1 Sampras today 


MELBOURNE (R) — 
World No. 1 Pete 
Sampras steps on to 
centre court at the 
Australian Open on 
Monday to face a man 
he has said he will not 
even recognise — 
Slovakian teenager 
Dominik Hrbaty. 

Hrbaiy. a 1 9 -year-old 
front Bratislava, last 
year made the biggest 
ranking jump of any 
player in the top 100. 
soaring 2S7 places to 
finish "the year at 77. 

His dream run at the 
Open is likely to conic 
to an end in the fourth 
round. Sampras looked 


on peak form when he 
beat Australian Mark 
Woodforde in the third 
round on Saturday. 

ALso measuring up 
on Monday will be 
15th seed Chanda 
Rubin, the popular 
American who takes 
on Beleian giant-killer 
Dominique Van Roost. 
Van Roost ousted 
Spanish second seed 
Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario on Saturday. 

New women’s 

favourite Martina 
Hingis, hoping at 16 to 
become the youngest 
professional Grand 
Slam champion ever. 


meets 27 th -ranked 

Ruxandra Dragomir of 
Romania in a feature 
match on Monday 
night. Dragomir beat 
Austrian 1 1 th seed 
Judith Wiesner in the 
first round. 

But the last match of 
the day will doubtless 
be the longest. 

American marathon 
man Jim Courier, dou- 
ble Australian Open 
champion. faces 

Austrian fifth seed 
Thomas Muster under 
the floodlights of cen- 
tre court. 


Australian Open order of play for Monday (x denotes. seeding) 

Centre Court (1045 AEDTy2345GMT): 

Pete Sampras (USA XI ) Vs Dominik Hrbaty (Svk) 

Chanda Rubin (USA XI 5) Vs Dominique Van Roost (Bel) 

Albert Cosla iSpa X10) Vs Wayne Ferreira (Rsa XS) 

1900AEDT (0800 GMT): 

Ruxandra Dragomir (Rom) Vs Martina Hingis iSwi X4) 

Jim Courier (USA XII) Vs Thomas Muster (Aut X51 

Show Court 1 (I100AEDT/2300GMT): 

Goran Ivanisevic (Cro X3) Vs Christian Ruud (Nor) 

Patty Schnyder (Swi) Vs Mary Joe Fernandez (USA XI 4) 

Show Court 2 (1100AEDT/2300GMT): 

Irina Spirlea (Rom XS) Vs Karina Habsudova (Svk X9) 


De La Hoya and Tszyu 
keep titles, Carbajal beaten 


LAS VEGAS (R) — 

Unbeaten World Boxing 
Council super lightweight 
champion Oscar De La 
Hoya continued on course 
for a string of lucrative title- 
unification fights by batter- 
ing former champion 
Miguel Angel Gonzalez to 
win by unanimous decision 
Saturday. While De La 
Hoya stepped up to the chal- 
lenge posed by the formida- 
ble Mexican, International 
Boxing Federation junior 
flyweight champion 

Michael Carbajal was 
shocked by Colombian 
Mauricio Pastrana in a split 
decision. 

Undefeated junior welter- 
weight champion Kostya 
Tszyu, a native Russian now 
fighting out of Australia, 
retained his EBF junior wel- 
terweight crown but suf- 
fered the first blemish on his 
record in the process. 

Tszyu hammered Puerto 

Rican Leonardo Mas, 
knocking him down twice in 
the first round, but in the 
final seconds of the opening 
round. Tszyu hit Mas as ref- 
eree Joe Cortez was step- 
ping in to break up the fight- 
ers. 

The punch, ruled uninten- 
tional, broke the jaw of 
Mas. wbo could not contin- 
ue. U was ruled an “acciden- 
tal foul" and left Tszyu’s 
record at 18-0-1. Mas (23- 



Oscar De La Hoya raises his arms in victoiy after a 12-round WBC super lfehtweiirhf 
title defence against Miguel Angel Gonzalez of Mexico in the Thomas & Mack Cent™ 
in Las Vegas. De La Hoya won by unanimous decision (Reuters photo) 


CINEMA TEL:634144 

PHILADELPHIA «1” 
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i A Rob Cohen film 
Sylvester Stallone in 

DAYLIGHT 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 




CINEMA TEL-634144 CINEMA 

PH 1 LHDELPH I R “2” A 


Richard Gere, Sean Connery 
& Julia Ormond..„in 

FIRST KNIGHT 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


A 


. TEL699238 

PLRZfl 


V CINEMA 


2-1) 15 kos) is ranked ninth 
by the EBF and was fighting 
for his first major world 
title. 

De La Hoya put on a box- 
ing clinic as he used a dead- 
on jab and series of left 
■hooks to build a big early 
lead and answer any ques- 
tions about the strength of 
his left shoulder. A case of 
tendinitis had kept De La 
Hoya out of the ring since 
June. 

Gonzalez, who had points 
deducted in the seventh and 
12th rounds, was never in 
the fight. Judge John Keane 
of England scored the bour 
117-111. Anek 

Hongtongkam of Thailand 
had it 117-110 and Nob 
Logist of Belgium 117-109. 

De La Hoya improved to 
23-0 with 20 wins within 
the distance. Gonzalez lost 
for the first time in 42 career 
bouts. Pastrana, the top- 
t^nked contender, used 
strong combinations and 
relentless determination to 
«dge Carbajal and capture 
the title in his first try. 

CarbajaL who fell to 44-3. 
did little to earn the close 
verdict Pastrana (16-0) had 
Carbajal wobbly in the third 
round ot a bout in which 
neither fighter landed many 
power punches. 


* RANSOM 

starring Mef Gibson 




Shows: 12:00, 2:00. 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 
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CONCORD 


CONCORD “1" 

BAD BOYS 

Shows: 12:15, 2:15, 6:30, 8:30. 10-30 

*** ******** ***** ******** a * 


CONCORD “2” 

Coming Soon... “Custom made 
Citizen” 

- satirical play starring Mousa Hijazin } 


Nabii & Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL: 625155 


J 


Ramadan specials 
by Nabii & Hisham 

starting Jan. 22 
Wed., Thurs., & Fri. 
or reservations please call 
640155,625155 
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Atlanta Hawks Dikembe MutomJbo (R) is fouled attempting a dunk by tbe 
Milwaukee Bucks Andrew Lang in tbe second quarter of their NBA . game at the 
Omni. Atlanta won 94-71 (Reuters photo) 

Pistons beat Lakeys in OT 
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LOS ANGELES (R) — Grant 
(fill notched his second triple- 
double of the season and Grant 
Long made a layup with less 
than 20 seconds to go to lift die 
Detroit Pistons to a 100-97 
double-overtime win Saturday 
over the Lakers. 

Hill poured in 34 points, 
grabbed 15 rebounds and 
doled out a career-high 14 
assists for Detroit, and sent tbe 
game into overtime by banking 
m a three-pointer at die buzzer 
to make it 80-80 at the end of 
regulation. 

Both teams managed just six 
apiece in the first extra five- 
minute period. Long’s layup 
with 19.7 seconds left in the 
second overtime finally put the 
Pistons 128-9) ahead to stay. 

“It was tremendous. I was 
proud of our guys” said 
Detroit coach Doug Collins. 
“Grant Hill was sensational, 
he's the best player in the game 
right now. He’s the MVP” 

“1 guess it was the best game 
of my pro career,” Hill said. 
“We knew our backs were 
ag ains t the wall coming over 
here. We have a lot of heart and 
didn't quit. It was fun because 
my idol Magic Johnson was in 
tbe stands. 1 was beginning to 
think we would never beat tbe 


Lakers.” 

In Phoenix, Cedric Ceballos 
scored 32 points and grabbed 
nine rebounds as the Phoenix 
Suns used a big advantage at 
die foul line lira- their fourth 
straight home, victory, 105-98 
over the New York knicks. 

Phoenix (14-25) shot 85 per- 
cent (35-for-41) from the line 
in winning fra the fourth time 
in its last five games and 
improving to 10-8 at home. 
Kevin Johnson and Wesley 
Person both added 21 points as 
tiie Suns won their seventh 
straight home meeting over die 
Knicks. 

Patrick Ewing had 28 points 
and 13 rebounds for New York 
(27-11). who have not won in 
phoenix since December 1989. 

New York lost two guards 
during the game. John Starks 
left in tbe third period with a 
right collarbone injury and 
Chris Childs left in the first 
quarter with a mild concussion. 

In Boston, Chris Webber 
scored 25 points, including the 
go-ahead basket with 33 sec- 
onds left, as the Washington 
Bullets snapped a three-game 
losing streak with a 112-106 
victory over the Boston 
Celtics. 

David Wesley had 22 points 


and 14 assists fra Boston. 
Largest lead of the game ai 88- 
77 when Strickland made one 
free throw with 233 remaining 
in the period. 

In Denver, Chris G atlin g 
scored 10 of his 16 points in 
the fourth quarter as the Dallas 
Mavericks beat the Denver 
Nuggets far tbe third straight 
time this season, holding on for 
a 107-104 victory. 

Anthony Mason shot 12-for- 

15 from the freerthrow line and . 
recorded 20 -points, 17 
rebounds and seven assists 
while Vlade Divac grabbed 12 
boards for the Hornets. 

In Atlanta. Mookie Blaylock 
scored 15 in tiie third quarter 
and the Atlanta Hawks held the 
Milwaukee Bucks to just 31 
second-half points in posting 
their ninth straight win, 94-71. 

Blaylock had 26 points in all 
for Atlanta (25-1 1), winners of 

16 straight ai home. 

At Minnesota. Sam Mitchell 
and Terry Porter scored six 
prants apiece to fuel a 19-2 sec- 
ond-half run as the Minnesota 
TImberwolves rallied for their 
ninth win in 12 games, a 1 OS- 
93 victory over the Golden 
State Warriors. 


Milan 
deny 
reports 
of illegal 
payments 

MILAN (R) — Italian club 
AC Milan denied media 
reports on Saturday that the 
club had made illegal pay- 
ments to some of its star 
players in exchange for the 
rights to use their image for 
marketing purposes. 

Italian media reported on 
Saturday that magistrates 
trying Milan owner and for- 
mer prime minister Silvio 
Berlusconi for alleged graft 
had obtained documents 
which appeared to detail the 
payments to top players. 

The reports said the docu- 
ments were obtained by 
magistrates who are trying 
Berlusconi for his role in an 
alleged illegal payment 6f 10 
billion tire ($6.5 million) to 
former premier Bettino Craxi 
through an off-shore compa- 
ny linked to his Fininvest 
business empire. 

Milan managing director 
Adriano Gafliani told 
reporters that die allegations 
were ridiculous. 

“The real problem is that a 
club like Milan is always in 
the news, whatever story is 
being told, and for the press 
this story is just too tasty” he 
said, adding: “Milan have 
always made legal pay- 
mentsTMost Italian newspa- 
pers said on Saturday that the 
documents detailed a list of 
leading Milan players, 
whose names were written in 
code, with a U.S. Dollar fig- 
ure written next to them. 

The money was allegedly 
paid under the table to the 
players for die rights to use 
their images for marketing 
purposes. 

The players named by tbe 
papers included captain 
Franco Baresi, Italy captain 
Paolo Maldini, Montenegrin 
Dejan Sa vice vie, former 
Milan player Jean-Piene 
Papin of France, Italy's 
Stefano Eranio and former 
Milan winger Gianluigj 
Lentini, now with Atalanta. 

Milan’s former trio of 
Dutch stars, Ruud Gullit, 
Frank Rijkaard and Marco 
Van B as ten, were also said to 
be on the list The reports 
said the players were not 
officially undo: investigation 
and it was not immediately 
clear whether the documents 
would be allowed to be parr 
of the trial, which opened in 
Milan last November. 

Leotim’s code name appar- 
ently had tbe biggest figure 
next to it — $15 million — 
while the other figures were 
between $300,000 and $3 
million. 
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ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 

- As Sooth, vulnerable, you Q. 4 - As South, vulnerable, you 
hold; hold: 

4j eSJOS OKJ76 4J1054 CQ853 OK SKJI085 

..... . , , The bidding has proceeded: 

The bidding has proceeded: EAST SOUTH WEST NOEETEC 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST ,, Pasa 2c* 

LNT 2* ? 2* 7 

What do you bid now? What action do yon take? 

A - Had East passed, you would A - There is tithing you can do 
have employed the Stayman yjgVfng B mimnocr- p Roar in 

Convention to died on a 4-1 heart mind partner simply reopened 
fit, i n tend i ng to co mm it the hand to thp bidding with two diamonds, an 
game regardless of the response. action which doesn't promise much. 

Now, a cue-bid in the enemy suit If North had Bound values, the 

serves the same purpose as two usual course of action would be to 
dubs would have had there been no double first and *hm bid diamonds, 
interference. Bid three spades. Pane. 

Q. 2 - Neither vulnerable, as Q. 5 . Both vulnerable, as South 

South you hold : youhoML- 

AKQJ1075 <?AK8 OA93 *8 10 <?AQJ9 0Q8 aJIOTS 

Hi e bidd ing has proce eded ; rh* hiding has proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

I* Paw INT P*“ Paw PM la Pm 

- , 2+ Pass 2a Pass 

What do you bid now? ? 

What action do you take? 

A - You have eight tricks in your 

own hand, partner baa responded a - Your hand is worth a tzy for 
and your spade suit can play oppo- game. Since partner's spade rabid 
site a singleton in partner's harm. on this auction strongly suggests « 
Since it is not too much to expect six -card suit, and you hold two ha 

partner tocovor two of your losers, ora in it, the obvious invitation is 1 
Jump to four spades. raise to three spades. A rebid of tv 

no trump also has merit. 

Q. 3 - Neither vulnerable, aa 

South you bold: - Q. 6 - As South, vulnerable, yon 

hold: 

4A8 08 5 OAQ9 5 4 *KQ8S 

«AE8 OAQ8S4 09 54 

The bidding has proceeded: 

SOUTHWEST NORTH EAST The hldding has proceeded: 

10 2a SO 8t? SOUTH WEST NOB3H EAST 

? 15J Pass 2* Past 

What action do you take? 7 

What action do you take? 

A - There’s a good chance to make 

three no trump if partner has a A - You have a fair hand, 

heart stopper. The way to find out However, there's nothing you can 
ic to show your spade comro) hy do far the moment other than rebi 

cue-bidding three apades and wait your original suit On this auction 
lag for partoer’e reaction. doesn't promise more than five 


Q. 5 ■ Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

aJIO <?AQJ0 0428 4J107S2 
The bidding has proceeded: 


FOR RENT 

Semi furnished roof "(penthouse) located 
in the best location in Abdoun with 
beautiful view of the American Embassy 
as well as the British Embassy. 

210 sq.m. - living quarter + 70 sq.m, 
balcony 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, etc. 
No middleman. Contact # 079-29338 


Sms 


NORTH EAST 
3d 37 


SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
Paw Pm Is Pan 

2a Pass 2* Pm 

7 

What action do you take? 

A - Your hand is worth a try far 
game. Since partner's spade rabid 
on this auction strongly suggests a 
six-card suit, and you hold two hon- 
ors in it, the obvious invitation is a 
raise to three spades. A rebid of two 
no trump also has merit 

Q.8 - As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*AE8 VAQ8S4 09 54 *Q7 

The bidding has proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NOBTH EAST 
15 Put 2* Paa* 

"What action do you take? 

A - You have a fair hand 
However, there's nothing you can 
do far the moment other than rebid 
your original suit On this auction it 
doesn't promise mare than five 
cards. Bid two hearta 



CHiti HOUS= 

For Take Away Orders 
We open from 11 a.m. 
For Indoor Meals 

We open from 
5 p.m. till mid-night 




Perailia Wiberg of Sweden clears a gate on her way to take the fastest time in the first run of the women’s special 
slalom World Cup race of Zwiesel, January 19. Austria’s Elfi Eder docked the 2nd fastest time (Reuters photo) 

Wiberg continues slalom dominance 


ZWIESEL, Germany (R) 
— Sweden's world 
champion Pernilla 
Wiberg continued her 
dominance of the 
women's slalom in the 
Alpine Skiing World Cup 
with her third victory of 
tbe season in the disci- 
pline on Sunday. 

Wiberg, the overall 
World Cup leader, defied 
an icy German piste to 
notch up her fifth World 
Cup triumph with an 
aggregate time of one 
minute 33.52 seconds, 
according to unofficial 


results. 

Austrian Elfi Eder took 
second with 1 :35.21 with 
Italy's Deborah 

Compagnoni third in 
1:35.60. 

The victory helped 
Wiberg to stretch her 
lead in the overall world 
cup rankings to 328 
points after third and 
fourth places in giant 
slaloms Friday and 
Saturday. Germany's 
defending champion 
Katja Seizinger, who fin- 
ished seventh in the 
slalom, stayed second 


Furnished 2nd Floor For Rent 

Consisting of three bedrooms, three bathrooms, 
salon, dining room and sitting room, wide 
entrance, wide, kitchen with Jorsal wood 
equipped, housemaid room with its bathroom, 
private phone, central heating, new Italian 
furniture with American electrical equipment 
Location: Sweifieh, Dair Ghbar. 

Home Tel: 814958 - 829017 


FOR RENT 

I. 240 sq.m. First Floor Apartment, newly and very 
luxuriously furnished and equipped. Consists of: Large salon, dining 
room, two bedrooms, two bathrooms, a kitchen and a laundry room 
and three balconies overlooking a private garden.. Ideal Hi Class 
family apartment. 

II. 180 sq.m. Independent Ground Floor 
Apartment. With its private garden, consists of: Salon, dining 
room, 2 bedrooms and a kitchen. Suitable for a business office, 
negotiable if interested without furniture. 

Each equipped with TV set and telephone. Both in the same 2 floor 
family building, located in the best residential area in Amman. Multi 
edr parking available. 

If interested please call 671509 j 

NEW DELUXE VILLA FOR RENT 

On top of a hill overlooking beautiful 
scenery. Four bedrooms (two master), 
wide parking area, two water reservoirs. 
For more details please contact owner. 

Tel: 819427 


FLAT FOR RENT 

Furnished or unfurnished. Located at 
Jabal Amman/First Circle. Area 180 
sq.ms.. Telephone, post office box and 
storage area. Suitable as livipg quarter or 
office premises. 

Call Cellular tel: 079/42205 



A Crystal Touch From Italy 


Office & House Furniture. 
Available Duty Free. 


iff 




overall. 

As some of her rivals 
came to grief in the first 
run, Wiberg showed her 
class, clocking 46.82 sec- 
onds to take a 0.82-sec- 
ond lead over Eder with 
New Zealand's Claudia 
Riegler third fastest with 
48.21. 

The snow was slightly 
softer for the second* run. 
Wiberg produced another 
rhythmic run in a storm- 


ing 46.70 to clinch victo- 
ry* 

In the first run 
‘ Slovenia’s world bronze 
medallist Urska Hrovut 
fell after crossing her 
skis. Experienced 

Austrian Anita Wachter 
and Swiss Karin Roten 
missed gates. 

Riegler lost control of 
her inner ski at a gate in 
the second run and 
crashed out. 


I Furnished Apartment For Rent 
I IN UM UTHAYNAH 

I Ground floor , 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms 
I Sitting room, living room, diningroom L-Shape, 

[ Fully equipped Kitchen, Telephone is available, 
f Separate Central Heating, with garden & parking. 

Contact Tel. : 5530444 


ANNOUNCEMENT NO. (3/97) 

THE HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF 
JORDAN 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
REGULATORY COMMISSION 

WARNING 

Recently It has been noticed that manyi 
offices and individuals were providing call | 
back telephony service which is illegal and i 
prohibited by Telecommunications Law! 
No. (13) 1995. 

According to article 74 of the said law, 
anyone who provides call back telephony 
service will be severely punished and 
might be sent to prison. We hope that we 
will not resort to this solution. 

Please stop now, otherwise we may have 
to take such measures. 


Amman 

Baccalaureate School 


Amman Baccalaureate School invites 
applications for the 1997/1998 academic 
year from energetic, qualified and 
experienced teachers for the following 
posts: 

1. Arabic Teacher for Grades: 9,10,11,12. 

2. Maths Teacher for Grades: 9,10,11,12/ 
Teaching will be in English. 

3. Maths Teacher for Grades: 6-8/Teaching will 
be in Arabic. 

4. Science Teacher for Grades: 9,10,11,12/ 
Teaching will be in English. 

5. Social Studies (History Teacher) for 
Grades: 9. 10, 11, 12/ Teaching will be in English. 

6. Music Teacher for Grades: 6-12. Applicants 
should have a good command of English. 

7. CDT Teacher (Craft, Design, Technology) for 
Grades: 6-12. 

Applicants should have, a good command of 
English. 

* Applicants should in general have good command 
of English, and have practical experience in the 
subject area 

” TEACHERS WHO HAVE ALREADY APPLIED 
THIS YEAR NEED NOT APPLY AGAIN. 

Application forms may be obtained from 
the school's reception desk, phone 
845572, 847191-2-3, 831502, and should 
be submitted by Saturday, 25 January, 
1997 with a recent photograph. 





A 








Jordan Times, Monday, January 20, 1997 
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Iran takes delivery of 
3rd Russian-made sub 


Bahrain 


DUBAI (Agencies) — Iran's third Russian- 
made submarine has sailed into Iranian 
waters amid u substantial increase in 
Tehran's ability to threaten the world’s main 
oil shipping lanes. Western military sources 
said Sunday. 

"The submarine arrived in Iranian warers 
last night (Saturday) near Bandar Abbas" in 
the Strait of Hormuz, a Western military 
source says on condition he not be named. 

The diesel-powered Kilo-class submarine, 
flying a Russian flag and escorted by a 
Russian vessel, sailed from Russia via the 
Suez Canal to join two other Kilo-class sub- 
marine*- that have arrived in the last three 
years, he said. 

Military sources said they did not expect 
Iran to take delivery of any more submarines. 

Iran is the only regional power to have 
deployed submarines, although the U.S. and 
British navies operate submarines in the Gulf 
area. 

Western military sources said the sub- 
marines have given Iran the ability to covert- 
ly mine oil ^hipping lanes and hit ships with 
t» ‘rpedoes. 

"Every time you increase the ability to 
operate with covert weapons, it increases the 
difficulty of locating the threat. Kilos are 
very quiet platforms when operating sub- 
merged with batteries" he said. 

"They are perfect vessels to operate in nar- 
row waterways. It doesn’t lake sophistication 
to cm erily lay mines or fire simple torpe- 
does” he said. 

Iran has also tripled the number of land- 
based missiles it has deployed along its 
coastline in the I:lsi two years and acquired 
«-’ t. ]:ine-e-;n.idi htuloiig patrol boats that 
car: lire anti-ship Cruise missiles. 

"The submarines are just one more dimen- 
sion of that ibuildup)." the source said. "In 
teims of its ability to threaren shipping 


throughout the Gulf, it has increased sub- 
stantially." 

But the source said “l don't think the 
United States is overly concerned” because it 
has "pretty substantial” anti-submarine war- 
fare capabilities. 

Iran has poured billions of dollars into its 
navy since the end of the eight-year Irau-Iraq 
war in 19S8. That has raised concerns in oil- 
rich | Gulf Arab states, which the United 
States has vowed to protect. 

Inin, which has said arms purchases are for 


self-defence, is the only Gulf state with sub- 


marines. The first of the three submarines 
was; delivered to Iran in November 1992 and 
die second in June 1993. 

Military analysts said the new ship would 
enhance Iran's ability to control Gulf water- 
ways. It can lay mines and fire torpedoes 
against ships in the world’s largest oil-export 
route. 

The United States, which has waged a 
political and economic campaign to isolate 
Irani has accused Tehran of using terrorism 
and |says it poses a threat to regional securi- 
ty. ; 

Iran rejects the accusations and accuses 
Washington of fuelling Gulf Arab fears to 
sell billions of dollars of arms to its regional 
allies. 

U.S. officials say Iran has restored its abil- 
ity to fire anti -ship missiles at sea. has tripled 
the number of missiles on its Gulf coast in 
the lust two years and is fitting Chinese-built 
Cruise missiles on up to 20 naval boats. 

Iran's forces include 513,000 active per- 
sonnel. missiles, destroyers, frigates, and 
coasial and patrol troll. 

The United States has in the Gulf about 
20.000 troops and 24 ships, including cruis- 
ers. destrovers and at least one submarine. 


4 sentenced to death in Egypt 


CAIRO i Agencies) — A military court 
Sunday sentenced lour miliianls to death 
ami gave prison terms to 1 3 other extremists 
tor attacks on cinemas, a tourist bus and 
police which left three people dead and 2S 
injured. 

fiic miliianls. bearded and wearing tradi- 
tional flowing white robes, chanted slogans 
after the judge read out the sentences. 
Military sentences cannot be appealed, but 
those convicted can ask president Hosni 
Mubarak for clemency. 

The four defendants sentenced to death 
were found guilty of killing a policeman in 
front of his home and shooting dead a sec- 
ond policeman and wounding nine others 
during a January 1994 police raid on their 
hideout south of Cairo, according to the 
judge. 

The four also were convicted of attempt- 
ing to assassinate in Oct. 1993 Taha A1 
Saved Taha. head of the military prosecu- 
tion. 

The four were identified as Yasser Fathi 
Fan a/. Erfan Mnhamed A1 Khouly. Ali 
Mohumed Farhan and Yasser Abbas Turk. 

The last three men are currently serving 
life sentences following their conviction on 
other terrorist charges. 

The military judge, who was not identi- 
fied for security reasons, also sentenced two 
defendants to "life, three defendants to 15 
years, four defendants to 10 years and four 
defendants to five years. 

The judge found two defendants innocent 
of the attacks. 

The defendants were accused of carrying 
out a December 1993 attack on two adjoin- 
ing cinemas in Helwan. an industrial suburb 
south of Cairo. The attack left a policeman 
dead and three civilians wounded. 

Two weeks later, the defendants threw 
jwti bombs at a tourist hus in Cairo, wound- 
ing eight foreign tourists and eight 
Egyptians, according to the charges. 

The 19 men were tried in two separate 
cases reviewed concurrently by the court. 
They were accused of belonging to the mil- 
itary branch of the A1 Ganiaa A! Islamiya 
\ Islamic Group), an umbrella organisation 


of militant groups fighting to oust President 
Mubarak's secular government. 

More than 1.000 people have died in 
politically-related violence since 1992. Mr. 
Mubarak, in power since 1981. began refer- 
ring militants to military' courts in 1993 to 
ensure speedy trials and to stem increasing 
violence. 

A total of 56 militants have been execut- 
ed since 1993 following their conviction by 
militarv and criminal courts. 


Iran denies charges 


Iran meanwiiile denied accusations of 
helping to spread extremist Shiite Muslim 
ideas in Egypt, saying such charges were 
aimed at sowing discord among Muslims. 

Egyptian authorities ‘plan to narrow 
down general Muslim protests to ones by- 
Shiites and show that the internal unrest in 
Egypt is not widespread." Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Mahmoud Mohammadi said. 

“Iran regards any efforts to divide 
Muslims into sects os a plot against Islamic 
solidarity and ia bid) to strengthen the posi- 
tions of the Zionist regime." he said in a 
statement.. 

"Egyptians are a dynamic and religious 
nation and Muslims in that country have 
always been for a united from against” 
Israel, the spokesman added. 

“Egyptian people have never accepted a 
compromise with the Zionists and such 
divisive words are (intended) to cover up 
the deadend in the fruitless" Middle East 


peace process. 

The Egyptian government Al Ahram 
newspaper reported Friday that nine 
Egyptian Shiite Muslims had been arrested 
there with "documents on Shiite thought 
which revealed their links with the Iranian 
regime as well as with Shiites in other coun- 
tries.” 

“Several of them went to Iran where they 
met with leaders of the Pasadaran 
(Revolutionary’ Guards),” said the paper, 
adding that they had begun to spread their 
“extremist thought" in several areas of 
Egypt. 


jails 1 1 


for arson 


MANAMA (Agencies) — 
A Bahraini court sentenced 
1 1 people to up to 15 yeans 
in prison Saturday for their 
part in unrest that has shak- 
en Bahrain for more than 
two years. I 

The stiffest sentences 
went to three Bahrainis 
convicted j of burning a 
spare parts! store Sept. 14 in 
Nuwaidrali a poor village 
outside I the capital 
Manama. An Asian worker 
died in the' attack. 

Two of the men were sen- 
tenced to l|5 years in prison 
and the tljird to 10 years, 
officials siid on condition 
of anonyntity. 

The othtr eight defen- 
dants were sentenced to 
three to 10 years for attacks 
last year oh three electrical 
generators a house and a 
water station. They were 
ordered do pay a fine 
totalling 1 37,000 dinars 


($98,000) | as compensa- 
tion, the officials said 


tion, the officials said 

The sentences were hand- 
ed down by the state secu- 
rity court, jwhich was set up 
last Mardj to try suspected 
anti-government activists. 
Its decisions cannot be 
appealed, j 

Arson attacks have been 
common in Bahrain since 
Shiite Muslim activists 
began an j anti-government 
campaign : in December 
1994. ! 

While the activists are 
opposed io the ruling Al 
Khalifa family, they have 
sometimes targeted the 
large number of workers 
from South Asia. Some of 
Bahrain’s Shiites resent the 
Asian workers, accusing 
them of diking away jobs 
or working as police infor- 
mants. 

Shiites are a slight major- 
ity among the 400.000 
indigenous people, but the 
ruling Al; Khalifa family 
belongs to the mainstream 
Sunni sect of Islam. 

Manama has accused 
Iran, its Shiite neighbour 
across the Gulf, of being 
behind the unrest. Iran has 
denied the charge. 

The state security court 
whose verdicts cannot be 
appealed, has jailed more 
than ISO people since the 
government seeking ro 
speed up judgements, last 
March ordered it to try 
hundreds of detainees held 
for street protests, sabotage 
and arson attacks. 

Newspapers also said 
Bahrain had arrested four 
people on charges of a 
deadly arson attack on Dec. 
31 in the Shi'ite village of 
Tubli, eight kilometres 
south of Manama. 

They quoted a Bahraini 
security official as saying 
the four had confessed to 
the attack in which an 
Asian man was killed and 
two were injured. 

The four men — 
Mahmoud Naseef. Hussein 
Yousef. Ali Al Oraibi And 
Taher Mahfoodh — con- 
fessed Saturday before an 
investigating judge to the 
Dec. 31 arson attack in the 
village of Tubli south of 
Manama. 


Fujimori, Cerpa refuse to 
back down in hostage crisis 


LIMA CAFP) — Neither Peru's President 
Alberto Fujimori nor the leader of rebels 
holding 73 hostages seemed prepared to 
back down on the key issue blocking reso- 
lution of the five week crisis: freeing jailed 
rebels. 

Tupac Amaru Revolutionary Movement 
(MRTA) leader Nestor Cerpa Cartolini said 
Saturday that statements by Domingo 
Palermo, the government’s point man on 
the crisis, meant that there would be no 
talks in the immediate future. 

•We regret that with this plan there is no 
possibility of beginning conversations 
immediately because they are practically 
asking us to give up our petitions before- 
hand which would mean a surrender,” he 
said. 

“We are ready to talk, as we have been 
since taking the embassy,” he said in a 
short statement 

On Friday, Mr. Palermo had firmly reiter- 
ated that the government would never agree 
to the top rebel demand of freeing some 440 
prisoners in Peru’s jails for JinJcs to the 
Marxist-Leninist rebels. 

“Both of the actors (Fujimori and Cerpa) 
have very little experience in negotiated 
solutions,” said Carlos Ivan Degregori. a 
specialist in Tupac Amaru as well as Pern’s 
Maoist Shining Path rebels. 

"The key to determine how long this will 
last is how long it takes for the commando 
leader Cerpa to give up his top demand,” 
said Mr. Degregori, who suggested a com- 
promise that would mean improved condi- 
tions in Peru’s horrific prisons. “Everybody 
would be a winner” 

The Fujimori government has also taken a 
bard line with the media in an effort to curb 
communication with the rebels. 

Peruvian national police expelled photog- 
raphers and camera operators from a roof 
overlooking the Japanese ambassador's 
residence. The five people on the roof for 
the past several days packed up and left late 
Saturday, after being thoroughly searched 
by two police officers. 

For the past two days, police had been 


pressuring staffers from two Lima dailies, 
El Comercio and La Republics and three 
international news agencies, including 
Agence France Presse, to abandon the 


A police official said the order was issued 
for unnamed “security reasons.” 

The journalists’ rooftop perch provided 
leftist rebels with one of their few means of 
communication. Rebels have hung banners 
indicating a short-wave radio frequency 
used to issue a communique or outline their 
demands or arguments. 

“Most Peruvians would like to eat as well 
as the prisoners in here. These differences 
justify the people’s struggle,” said one ban- 
ner Saturday, referring to food deliveries to 
the compound by tbe International 
Committe of the Red Cross. 

Despite the crackdown. Cynthia 
McC Unlock, a Peru expert with George 
Washington University, said that Mr. 
Fujimori was receiving very favourable 


“But Mr. Fujimori prefers 100 per cent 
cheers and when he feels that things are not 
100 per cent cheers he often reacts by lash- 
ing out, to intimidate or oppose,’’ she said. 
“Obviously governments in crisis want to 
control the news. (But) ... it could backfire.” 

The one area where there appears to be 
some progress is in the creation of a negoti- 
ating commission to resolve the crisis, 
which began on Dec. 17 when a 15-strong 
commando unit seized the Japanese ambas- 
sador's residence during a gala for Emperor 
Akihito’s birthday. 

Both sides have agreed on representatives 
from the Holy See and tbe Red Cross and 
Mr. Cerpa on Saturday accepted the gov- 
ernment’s call for Canada to join. 

Mr. Palermo had rejected the rebel sug- 
gestion to include Guatemala. 

The 73 captives include Japanese 
Ambassador Morihisa Aoki, Japanese 
executives, Bolivian Ambassador Jorge 
Gumucio, Mr. Fujimori’s younger brother 
and two Peruvian cabinet ministers. 


Jospin assails Chirac 
over Middle East policy 


U.N. said 
to deny 


PARIS (R) — The leader 
of France’s opposition 
socialists accused the conser- 


vative government on 
Sunday of bias against Israel 
and in favour of commercial 
and political interests in its 
conduct of Middle East poli- 
cy. 

“I do not want to talk about 
an ‘Arab policy’” socialist 
leader Lionel Jospin said in 
an interview, using the term 
used by many government 
officials to describe France’s 
current approach to the 
Middle East 

“If France wants to play a 
role, it must continue to seek 
a balance and thus rely on its 
friendships and notably its 
friendship with Israel," Mr. 
Jospin told French Radio J. 

Mr. Jospin’s remarks were 
the opposition's harshest yet 
on foreign policy since con- 
servative Jacques Chirac’s 
election as French president 
in May 1995. 

Mr. Chirac has avidly 
courted the region’s Arab 
states and alienated many 
Israelis by pleading for a 
Palestinian state, the return 
of occupied Arab land to 
Syria and Lebanon and a big- 
ger role for Europe — and 
consequently a smaller role 
for Washington — in the 
peace process. 

During a visit to the region 
in October, be harshly and 
publicly criticised his Israeli 
guards while touring 
Jerusalem's Old City. 


French Foreign Minister 
Herve De Charette annoyed 
U.S. officials by launching a 
parallel diplomatic shuttle in 
the region last year at the 
same time as a U.S. initiative. 

Critics have accused, Paris 
of being motivated by a 
desire to boost its arms sales 
in the area while sewing up 
oil deals. 

Mr. Jospin said French pol- 
icy must be oriented towards 
“peace, democracy and co- 
development” and “must cer- 
tainly not be motivated by 
afterthoughts about the presi- 
dential elections, or by com- 
mercial afterthoughts. 

“Nor should we base our 
policy on cynicism or oppor- 
tunism. We must conduct a 
policy that is based on princi- 
ple and at the same time real- 
istic.” he told the radio sta- 
tion, which serves France's 
Jewish community. 

Mr. De Charetie, inter- 
viewed separately on the 
same station expressed 
France’s satisfaction with the 
recent accord on Hebron 
between Israel and the 
Palestinian National 

Authority but said much 
remained to be done for 
peace in tbe region. 

“We are involved (in the 
peace process), we are partic- 
ipating. we are going to con- 
tinue to remain active — die 
French, Europeans, 

Americans, all of us together, 
working towards a single 
goal." Mr. De charette said 


permission 
for Uday 


flight 


Somali faction cancels 


ban order on EU envoy 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — 
Somali warlord Hussein 
Mohamad Aideed’s faction 
has rescinded an order 
declaring European special 
envoy to Somalia Sigurd 
filing a prohibited immi- 
grant, Italian envoy 
Giuseppe Casini, who is 
currently on a visit to 
Somali said here on 
Sunday. 

Mr. Casini said the 
Somali faction had handed 
over a letter to him confirm- 
ing the withdrawal of the 
order. 

Mr. filing was declared a 
persona non grata last April 
after he was accused by the 
unrecognised government 
of General Mohamed Farah 
Aideed of entering Somalia 
illegally and of supporting 
the continuation of civil 
strife in the country. 

General Aideed died in 
August last year from 
wounds infli cted in the bat- 


tle for tbe Medina district of 
south Mogadishu, and his 
son Hussein took over the 
leadership of his United 
Somali Coogress/Somali 
National Alliance 

(USC/SNA) faction. 

Mr. Casini said that in 
carefully worded letter, 
signed by Mr. Aideed’s for- 
eign affairs secretary 
General Jama Mohamed 
Ghalib. the USC/SNA had 
said that the misunderstand- 
ing between Mr. riling and 
Aideed's government was 
due to bad communication. 

■pie letter invited Mr. 
fifing to visit south 
Mogadishu for discussions 
with Hussein Aideed. 
whose USC/SNA faction 
controls much of south 
Mogadishu, pockets 0 f 
which are also controlled 
by another warlord Osman 
Hassan Ali Ato, former 
Gen. Aideed's financier- 
turned bitter political rival. 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — 
Tbe U.N. Security Council 
has turned down an Iraqi 
request for Resident Saddam 
Hussein's son to be allowed 
to fly to Paris for medical 
treatment, according to U.S. 
News and World Report mag- 
azine. 

Bagdhad made tbe request 
to the U.N. Sanctions 
Committee, saying Uday 
Hussein, who was injured in 
an attack last month, needed 
Western medical care, 
according to unnamed diplo- 
matic sources cited by the 
magazine's latest issue due 
out Monday. 

The sources said die request 
was rejected because of the 
younger Hussein’s reputation 
for violence and because the 
committee did not believe he 
needed the medical treatment. 

One Western source told 
the magazine that if Uday 
Hussein. 32, truly needed out- 
side treatment, he would have 
to travel overland. U.N. sanc- 
tions, which include an air 
embargo, were imposed on 
Iraq after its invasion of 
Kuwait in 1990. 

Several French doctors are 
still in Iraq to treat Uday, 
diplomats said. But two of the 
French doctors were sched- 
uled to return to Ruts in the 
next few days, said the diplo- 
mats who provided no other 
details. 

Uday, said from his hospital 
bed earlier this month that he 
stilt had four bullets lodged in 
his body after he was shot 
while driving through 
Baghdad's wealthy Mansur 
neighborhood. 

France has rejected an Iraqi 
request to admit Uday for 
medical treatment, causing 
Iraq's official Al Thawi? 
newspaper to launch a dia- 
tribe against Paris. 

But Paris has apparently not 
objected to the French doc- 
tors travelling to Iraq to care 
for Uday immediately after 
the Dec. 12 anack. 

Iraq s Shiite Muslim oppo- 
sition group Al Daawa 
jslamiyeh and a member of 
the Dulaimi tribe have both 
claimed responsibility for foe 

ambush, while a former fra* 

intelligence chief now in exile 
ui Damascus, said foe attack 

S ** WOrk of ruling 
Baaih Party dissidents. Uday 

Reused ban of orchestrating 

demed foe allegation. 



Ghana 

p enis -snatcher 


crisis worsens 


ACCRA (R) — Mobs in 
Ghana’s capital Accra have 
beaten to death seven men 
accused of snatching peruses 
by witchcraft police said late 
on Friday and raised the pos- 
sibility the array may have to 
restore order. Tbe police 
mortuary hospital said in a 
statement that the death toll, 
which stood at two after the 
first lynchings on Thursday, 
had risen to seven. Inspector 
general of police Peter 
Nanfuri told state television 
he was prepared to call in foe 
array to help maintain law 
and order in foe West African 
nation if need be. Victims say 
alleged sorcerers simply 
touched them to make their 
genitals shrink or disappear 
in order to extort cash in the 
promise of a cure. Police and 
government dismiss the sto- 
ries as foe work of thieves, 
who spread mmouis to cre- 
ate a crowd and pick pockets. 
Police armed with AK47 
automatic rifles have been 
patrolling foe capital’s mar- 
kets and bus stations. Police 
prevented a s imilar lynching 
in the port of Tema on 
Friday. Saturday's Daily 
Graphic newspaper said a 
crowd built up in the town of 
Koforidua. 80 kilometres 
north of Accra, on Friday, 
after two men reported their 
penises disappearing. 


No response 
on Miami money 
amnesty 


MIAMI (R) — Police gave 
Miami residents a second 
chance to return hundreds of 
thousands of dollars of miss- 
ing money without risking 
arrest, but the response was a 
resounding silence. A 
Miami police department 
spokeswoman said on 
Saturday evening there were 
no confirmed reports that any 
money had been returned, 
although she noted an uncon- 
firmed report that someone 
had come forward with small 
change. “We were told that 
someone turned in 52." she 
said after the early evening 
expiration of the second 
amnesty, which had been 
declared on Jan. 15. Pending 
further information, foe lack 
of response meant that an 
estimated $550,000 was still 
missing from a Jan. 8 acci- 
dent in which a Brink’s 
armoured truck carrying an 
estimated $3.7 million 
flipped on a highway over- 
pass. sending money pouring 
onto the highway and down 
onto the streets of one of 
Miami’s poorest neighbour- 
hoods. During a 48-hour 
amnesty immediately after 
foe crash, just two people 
came forward to return 
money — an 11 -year-old 
boy and a mother of six gave 
back a total of $2038. 


New York village 
breaks snowfall 
record 


BUFFALO (R) — - The vil- 
lage of Montague in northern 
New York state on Friday 
celebrated a new U.S. record 
for the most snowfall in a 
single day, nearly 196 cen- 
timetres that feU during a 
storm last week. The record 
tall came down during a 24- 
hour period in the middle of 
a massive storm that started 
wst Friday and ended 
Tuesday, national weather 
service meteorologists in 
Buffalo said. The previous 
record was in Silver Lake, 
Colorado, which recorded 

lPl cen ^ metres h 1 April 


Kangaroo does 
time in cell 


HAMBURG iR) — A pet 
kangaroo found itself in a 
Police cell overnight after 
scaping from its Hamburg 
home, German police report- 
“ l ° n Police cap- 

tored foe animal late on 
Thursday and put it behind 
S? 35 a temporary measure 
P«ore transporting it to a 
local animal park. The fcan- 
garoo was later reunited with 
rts owners, police said in a 
statement. 
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